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Events this month: 

 1 – eMVT Monthly Meeting 

 2 – TRA 2020 eMeeting 

 ? - Beyond that we will see! 

In This Marque 
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 TRA 2020 Report  

 Tech Articles Galore 

 MVT Store  
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 A Labor of Love 

Obligatory Disclaimer 
"The Marque" is the official publication of the 

Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, 

Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the 

"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers 

or members of the club. Technical data is 

provided for information only and no liability is 

assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety.  

We also don’t vouch for spelling or grammar – the 

editor is an engineer… 

 

Technical advice given within is the opinion of the 

writer and should not be construed as 

professional advice nor relied upon. They are not 



official advice of Miami Valley Triumphs, MVT 

officers, or MVT members. As with all 

maintenance and repairs the reader should do 

their homework and get multiple opinions. 

 

Truth 

 

Most Triumph AC Units 

Public Service 

Announcement 

 

MVT Club Info  
Miami Valley Triumphs is a non-profit club 

founded to preserve and enjoy Triumph and 

Standard automobiles.  You do not have to own a 

Triumph or Standard to be in the club, just be 

interested in the preservation of the marque. For 

more info on joining the club and dues please 

contact the MVT Membership Chair (contact info 

below). 

President: John Coutant, 

john.coutant@gmail.com 

Vice President: Chuck White (to be 

approved by Board), 

triumph.driver@gmail.com 

Secretary: Mark Senter, 

senter1436@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Harry Mague, 937- 426-3802 

Membership: Valerie Relue, 937-667-5227 

Webmaster: John Coutant, 

john.coutant@gmail.com 

Events & Newsletter Editor: Bruce Clough, 

937-376-9946, portabezi@hotmail.com 



Club Address – MVT, P.O. Box 144, Bellbrook, 

OH 45305. 

Club Website: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/ 

We are also on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165489320475

1113/ - this is a closed group so you will need to 

request joining.  

Please send comments/suggestions to: 

miamivalleytriumphs@gmail.com or to the PO 

Box.  

Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 22nd 

of the month or when the editor screams... 

MVT is a Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 

(http://vintagetriumphregister.org/)  and Center of 

the Triumph Register of America 

(http://triumphregister.com/). We actively 

participate in activities of these clubs and their 

endeavors to preserve the marque. In addition to 

the above national clubs you also might want to 

check out 6-Pack (TR6/TR-250) http://www.6-

pack.org/j15/ and the North American Spitfire 

Squadron for Triumph Spitfire and GT6 owners 

http://www.nasshq.org/. Yearly dues are $20 due 

in May each year.  

 

MVT Monthly Meeting 

COVID-19 UPDATE – Until further notice we 

will not be meeting at Archer’s for the monthly 

meeting, but will be doing a web meeting 

instead.  Instructions on how to do this are in 

the Events listings just after this month’s 

meeting agenda.  

MVT Monthly Meetings are held on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Archers Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 E Dorothy Ln, Kettering, OH 

45420, (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room off the bar at the front of the tavern. We 

have dinner and socializing at 6:30PM and the 

president usually ruins our fun by starting a 

meeting at 7:30PM.  

http://archerstavern.com/archerstavern/ 

 

Officer’s Reports 

President’s Report 

Challenges for All of Us 

John Coutant 

What a difference from last month when we were 

discussing the coming of Spring and coming 

events.  The reality of the exponential growth of 

COVID-19 has been dramatic causing most 

events to be cancelled or moved, closing stores, 

restaurants, and some businesses.  

Betsy and I have been following the 

recommendations for Stay at Home now for over 

a week, leaving the house only for picking up 

groceries by drive through at Kroger.  As I write 

this column on March 22nd, Gov. DeWine just 

issued a Stay at Home Order for Ohio until April 

6th.  This is a serious situation, especially for 
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those of us at risk due to age or underlying 

conditions. 

The impact on MVT is clear, there should be no 

meetings or events held though April and perhaps 

May and beyond.  Making any plans beyond May 

15th is hard and the TRA 2020 committee is 

struggling with what to plan.  You can read the 

minutes and updates of the last planning meeting 

in Bruce’s report on TRA 2020. 

MVT is a car club as well as a social club (or is it 

the other way around?).  We all gather to enjoy 

each other’s company.  Just look at our tech 

sessions – the ratio of people working on a car 

versus standing around drinking coffee and 

chewing the fat is about 1 to 10 on a good day. 

In this time of social distancing one way to try to 

maintain some of that social interaction is by 

using technology like videoconferencing.  While 

not perfect, groups of people can get together and 

communicate.  With this in mind, for April and 

May, MVT will hold its monthly meeting by 

teleconference. 

The TRA 2020 organizing committee already had 

their meeting via videoconferencing and it went 

OK although everyone was learning how to adapt 

to this new technology. 

I realize that there will be a learning curve for 

most members as we try videoconferencing.  I 

have put together detailed instructions which you 

can find here in the Marque and on our website.   

By the time this is published there will have been 

a couple of training sessions for those who 

wanted to stretch their legs online before the 

meeting on April 1st.  

There are other options for small groups to use for 

virtual tech sessions or get togethers like 

Facetime and Skype.  Let’s all try to think of novel 

ways to keep connected in these times. Keep safe 

and healthy and an eye on one another. 

Vice President’s Report 

A Haiku: 

John Coutant it was 
Now a Pres for MVT 
I am VP Now 

Chuck White is taking over for John Coutant since 

John is moving to President.  Although this needs 

to be approved by the MVT Board, we have a 

sneaky feeling the vote will be unanimous. Chuck 

has lots of leadership experience, has been MVT 

VP, and also has been MVT President before 

when then President Phil Daye became sick and 

VP Chuck stood-in.  Obviously we do not wish 

that again, but it is good to know we have Chuck 

when John wants to play hooky. 

One more haiku: 

While I like VP 
Pres fills me with dread all through 
Stay well John Coutant 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

As of 1 March 2020, balance in the club account 

was $3634.75.  For the month of March the club’s 

income included $60.00 from new memberships, 

$14.00 from 50/50, and $12.00 from a 

memorability purchase.  Total income for March is 

$86.00.  The club had the following expenses for 

the month of March:  

$50 for an extra award gift card and $270.00 to 

base Hobby shop for Acrylic Yearly Awards.  Total 

expense for March was $320.00.  As of April 1, 

2020, the MVT account balance is 

$3400.75.Respectfully submitted,  

Harry Mague.  

 

 



Events Chair Report 

 

Bam, and just like that life goes into stasis. Events 

are dropping like flies – we have put on hold all 

March and April events and are holding our breath 

(literally) on the rest.  

April MVT Meeting will be a videoconference. 

John has set this up and has provided all the 

details we need to join in.  He is also hosting a 

few dry-runs for folks to check out their systems. 

Ft Meigs BCD came on line for 7 Jun, but besides 

that nothing but cancellations. The Spring, now 

Fall, Classic was moved to Oct 10th.  Cinci 

Concours at Ault Park is cancelled.  We shall see 

how the rest of the late Spring events go.  

The good thing is folks are sharing their shelter-in-

place projects.  If you have not subscribed to the 

MVT Facebook page maybe now is a good time 

to do so. Spring is in the air – days are warmer, 

thunder rumbles, and flowers (and grass) are 

growing all around us. So, remember to ensure 

you take a lot of maintenance trips in your 

Triumph and write about it to keep the rest of us 

motivated!  

Events Tsar Bruce   

Marque Editor’s Report 

Thanks to John Coutant and Stan Seto for 

articles.  Stan sent an article Mike Hado wrote 

about the restoration of Russ Seto’s car and John 

has a bunch of things sprinkled throughout this 

Marque.  

We might all be in quarantine, but I’m happy to be 

here – honest! 

Bruce  

Membership Chair Report 

50 
We had the pleasure of welcoming new member 

Steven Solomon to our club during the March 

meeting.  Our band of British car loving brothers 

(and sisters) now numbers 50!  As we all try to 

keep calm and carry on at an approved social 

distance, please know that your interest in and 

support of Miami Valley Triumphs is very much 

appreciated. Take care and stay well. 

Valerie 

 

We had a Relue TR6 Sighting!  Greg/Valerie – 

let’s get going!  We’re behind you, with 

donuts! 

 

 

 



MVT Events 
March 2020 

 

4 – MVT Monthly Meeting Minutes:  

Call to Order – President Stan Seto called the 

meeting to order at 7:30 with a Hail to the Queen. 

Agenda Changes & Addition – none 

Guests and/or new members –We had 1 new 

member present; Steven Solomon has a red 1959 

TR3 A.  Steven’s wife is Mary Solomon.  

Welcome to the Miami Valley Triumph Club! 

Officer Reports 

President – Stan Seto said Boomerang 

Embroidery is ready for orders of shirts and 

merchandise with Triumph logos on them.  She 

can put it on shirts, hats, and (Pictures on) mugs.  

John Coutant brought a shirt to show how they 

look.  He said the total cost was $30.00.  Orders 

can be done on the website under Garments.  

Stan said the club received a thank you note for 

our hospice donation for Beverly Stout.  Stan said 

he bought a new top for his car.  After searching 

for someone to install it for a reasonable price, he 

called Macy’s and will probably go with them.  

Said Cin’cti shops gave him sticker shock!  

Tonight, we will vote for officers and awards.  

These will be announced at the annual Awards 

Banquet.  The secretary will cast a vote for 

uncontested offices and awards. 

Vice President – John Coutant said he has been 

busy working on a wiper motor for Scott Stout.  

He says after 50 years the grease turns to a rock 

and brushes wear out.  Scott’s just needed a good 

cleaning.  He recommends everyone check the 

brushes so they don’t cause problems.  John will 

write a tech article and also present at the 2020 

TRA. 

Treasurer Harry Mague reported that we have 

$3424.75 in the treasury.  Said we spent $20 

more on awards but that is the first time the prices 

have been raised.  

Secretary – Patti Clifford said the minutes were in 

the Marque.  Lois Bigler made a motion to accept 

the minutes as posted and Stan Seto seconded 

the motion. The Minutes were accepted by voice 

vote.  

Membership Chair – Val Relue said along with 

our new member in attendance tonight, we have 

another new member, Sam and Lori Smyth.  They 

do not have a Triumph, but own a classic car co. 

near Cincinnati called Smyth Imports.  This brings 

us to 50 members! 

Events Chair 

February 

Project Yellowjacket at British Transportation 

Museum 

 Drive your Triumph Day – Chuck White 

was the only member who had his car out 

that day.  Everyone else just looked at 

theirs. 

 TRA 2020 meeting Valentine’s Dinner- 

Good time was had by all attendees. 

March 

 4 – Monthly meeting at Archers 

 7 – Tech session at Bruce Clough’s 

10:00 – will be looking at mechanical 

fuel pumps. 

 14 – Awards Banquet at Beavercreek 

Country Club.  Social begins at 6:30 

with dinner at 7:00. 

 14 – Yellowjacket tech session at 

British Transportation Museum 

 19 - TRA 2020 meeting at Zemore’s 

(6:30).  All are welcome and 

encouraged to attend 

 28 – Tech session, open 

April 



 1 – Monthly meeting at Archers 

 4 – Tech session TBD 

11 – Work on Yellow Jacket at British 

Transportation Museum 

 16 - TRA 2020 meeting at Zemore’s  

6:30 

 24 – Wings and Wheels in Batavia 

Ohio 

 25 – Spring Classic Tour.  Start and 

end in New Richmond. 

 There will be an overnight (or 2) to 

Lexington to firm up the tours 

sometime in April.  

Committee Reports 

Regalia –Harry Mague has MVT car magnets for 

sale at $11.00 each. Send him an email for those 

or any of the items on the web site. Magnets are 

about 12” by 12”, but can easily be trimmed with 

scissors.  

Technical –Bruce Clough presented Greg and 

Valerie LaRue with their repaired award for the 

best brown bag for the Soiree. He also spoke 

briefly about rebuildable fuel pumps.  Said the 

early ones are rebuildable, but the later years are 

not.  Chris Yanity asked if the reproduction pumps 

are any good to which Bruce replied “no”.  Jeff 

John wanted to know what to do if his is no good.  

Bruce advised to rebuild or go to an electric one. 

Spare Parts – Chris Yanity said the Buckeye 

Swap Meet is scheduled for May 2 in Columbus.  

He also let us know that the new BP in Brookville 

has non-ethanol gas available. 

Marque – Bruce Clough said to continue sending 

articles. 

TRA 2020 – All the information is in the Marque.  

If you have any questions, let Bruce Clough know.  

We have several vendors coming. Ratco is 

planning to attend (they rebuild frames). There is 

a man who toured Europe who will attend and 

give presentations on his trip.   The committee is 

planning a trip in April to firm up all tours.  Bruce 

also mentioned that Joe Richards passed away 

last week.  Joe was the originator of TRA. 

Old Business – Last chance for nominations for 

officers and awards: 

 Stan Seto asked for nominations for 

President – no new nominations. 

Nominations were closed.  

 Stan asked for nominations for Secretary – 

No new nominations.   Nominations 

closed.  

 Stan asked for nominations for Treasurer 

– no new nominations.   Nominations were 

closed. 

Patti Clifford completed a ballot for the election of 

officers since there were not contested offices. 

Nominations were taken for the 2019 awards. 

 Marque of Distinction –Scott Huey 

nomination was sent to Stan. no new 

nominations.  Nominations closed. 

 Keep it on the Road – Chris Yanity was 

nominated.  Nominations closed.   

 Press On Regardless - no new 

nominations.  Nominations were closed.   

 Most Improved – Scott Huey had been 

added to Jackson Galloway’s nomination 

for their team work on Yellow Jacket. 

Nominations closed.   Chuck White 

nominated Scott Huey as a stand-alone, 

but Stan said his nomination was already 

in as part of a team.  

Ballots were distributed and returned to Stan.  

Results will be reported at the Awards Banquet on 

March 14. 

New Business: Stan Seto asked about the 

charity for the Spring Tour but John Coutant said 

he is not sure there is a charity option this year.  

He will check and advise at the next meeting. 

Split the Pot – Scott Huey won the $14 pot. 

Adjourn – Greg Relue made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Mark Senter.  Meeting was 

adjourned at 8:25 PM.  

Submitted by Patti Clifford 



 

All ready for the Fuel Pump Tech Session  

7 – Fuel Pump Tech Session:  We had a great 

time talking about fuel pumps as well as 

rebuilding John Coutant’s pump.  

 

But first, donuts! 

 

Bruce went over the TRA 2020 Fuel Pump 

Workshop presentation. 

 

New member Steve Solomon showed his 

donut eating prowness 

 

State’s Evidence ready for TRA 2020 

Thanks for all the folks who showed up! 

14 - Operation Yellow Jacket – great crowd of 

MVT enthusiasts turned out for what might be the 

last OYJ for the next couple of months. We 

worked on the rear axle, looked at the gas tank, 

cleaned up a lot of parts, and ate donuts, what 

could be better? 



 

DYI Gas Tank Project 

 

John Clifford cleans up some parts  

 

Getting the rear axle back together 

 

Peek-a-boo Radio 

In addition to that Steve Solomon has his TR3A 

sitting in the BTM so Bruce wandered over to see 

it – Bruce was asked about opening up a 

recalcitrant glove box door – poking and prodding 

around Bruce opened the door and found out 

Steve had a AM/FM/CD sound system installed! 

All he needs now are the speakers for one rocking 

sound system! 

Once COVID-19 recedes into the background we 

will once again pick up OYJ meeting. Once again 

we will have donuts, and we’re going to get 

Steve’s car running!  

14 – MVT Awards Banquet – Although the 

banquet was called off due to COVID-19 concerns 

out our outgoing President Stan wrote the “State 

of the Club Address”, here it is in its entirety: 

President’s Remarks For 

Awards Banquet, Mar. 2020 

Good evening and welcome to the awards 

banquet for 2020. Glad to see how many could 

make it tonight.  

We’ve just had an excellent dinner and we have 

to thank Lois Bigler for the great job she did 

reserving the facility and seeing to the catering for 

dinner.  

I’d also like to take a minute to thank the club 

Officers and Secretaries for the jobs they did this 

past year in support of the club and its activities. 

John Coutant, the Vice President, Harry Mague, 

the club Treasurer, Pattie Clifford, the club 



Secretary, Valerie Relue our Membership 

Secretary and Bruce Clough, the Events Planner 

and Co-ordinator. Thanks is also given to all those 

club members who pitched in on event such as 

BCD, the driving events, the pool-less party, and 

the tech sessions.  

My talk this evening is to bring to the membership 

the state of the club and to end with presenting 

the new officers for the next two years and the 

award winners who participated in the past year’s 

events.  

Let’s start with the finances. We started back in 

January of 2019 with a balance of $3659.00. We 

spend funds on getting the Marque out each 

month, supporting the web site, voting some 

Honorariums, renting the mail box and supporting 

this banquet and the Holiday Soiree and the 

Undercroft Players. Off-setting the expenses we 

took in funds from Membership fees, Split The 

Pot, the Brown Bag auction, and BCD, which this 

year netted us $2000.00, about $500 more than 

last year. We ended this year with $4244 in the 

bank, $600.00 more than last year. Let me come 

back to this a little later. Financially, we are up 

more than in past years, so we are pretty healthy. 

Membership, the club has had a pretty steady 

enrollment in 2019, holding at 44 families for most 

of the year. Right near the end of 2019 and in the 

start of 2020 the following new members joined 

the club: Clyde Collins, Mike Halikowski and Jane, 

John Drake, Larry Banson and son Nopadol 

Skipol, Glen Mead, Greg and Janet Schnittger 

and Mark Shaner.  Welcome aboard. Lorna and 

Ellis Ball left the club and Cecil Alcorn to just old 

age and Beverly Stout due to sickness. We ended 

the year with 48 member families. It’s been awhile 

since we’ve had that high a membership. Further, 

Just prior to this year’s March meeting, the club 

received membership requests from Steve and 

Mary Soloman and Sam and Lori Smyth. Mr. 

Solomon did attend the March meeting. At 

present our membership is 50. We’ve not seen 

that many members in decades. 

One of the reasons we are a sports car club is so 

we can hold Rolling Events. Bruce Clough has 

done another superb job in planning and leading 

some of the club’s 2019 driving events and Tech 

Sessions, and getting other members, such as 

Karl Ludolph and John Clifford to also plan and 

lead these events. The Club did a lot of things in 

2019 and we had good participation, but would 

have welcomed larger participation by club 

members on these drives. This past year we had 

some 8 or nine driving tours, including members 

who drove to the TRA and VTR National meets. 

We have had tech sessions most months at which 

boxes of doughnuts have been eaten and pints of 

coffee drunk.  

We’ve had special events such as the Valentine’s 

Day Dinner, the Pooless Pool party and the 

December Holiday Dinner, not to mention the 

Holiday Soiree and this Awards Banquet.  

The club continues to support the Undercroft 

Player’s and attend their theatrical presentations 

in downtown Dayton, and the Players give us 

advertising for the club in the playbill and on 

stage. 

BCD was a real fun event in 2019. The weather 

co-operated by not even having the hint of rain. 

We had 150 cars pre-registered and normally get 

a like number of drive-in registrations. The Gold 

attendance number is 300 cars, so there was 

potential to hit that number. Total registered was 

275 cars. We had 268 cars on the field as 7 Pre-

registered cars were “No Shows”. We also had 8 

vendors on the field. The event was run like 

clockwork by MVT and the Dayton MG Club. The 

MG Club food concessionaire’s took over the ice 

cream venting this year and did pretty well with it. 

I think our club would like the opportunity to bring 

the Graeter vendor back in. The vendor himself 

said he’d sure like to be back in 2019, so we’ll 

see. I’d like to thank those club members who 

worked at Registration, Parking, the food 

concession,  vendor support, ballot counting and 

at the awards ceremony, it all helps to make this a 

“GO-TO” event for those paying their way in. 

Three years ago the Park management started 

requesting payment for the shelters we were 

using. For 2019, the Park Service said that our 

event now needs to pay full fare, just like 

everyone else who uses the park. That meant we 

had to bear the cost of disposing of the trash we 

generate, provide port-o-potties and rent on the 

car space and buildings we will use. Our guess 

was it all amounted to an additional $450.00, at 



least. The two clubs put their heads together and 

discussed this. Our conclusion: We do not want to 

lose the venue. We decided to increase the entry 

fee to $18.00 for pre-registration (Still free T-shirt) 

and $20.00 at the gate, to compensate. 

Financially, those increases worked out pretty well 

for us. As noted earlier our event earning were up 

from last year, helped by the fact was also had 17 

more car registrations than in 2018. 

The Park management have told us that the 

Registration pavilion may not be available in 2020 

due to continuing work on the adjacent river bank. 

Not a real problem for us, as we did without it in 

2019 and what we were able to rig up thanks to 

Jody and Jeff Barth worked very well. 

Other events the club members attended in 2019, 

were the TRA  national meet in Dillard, GA.,  

Indianapolis BCD, Cincinnati British Car Show, 

the Bellefontaine Hill Climb, Triumphfest in Santa 

Maria, CA. and other local car shows. We took 

awards at these shows, some awards for driving 

events, but mostly winning or placing in the car 

shows. We went on weekend tours, but for the 

second year we did not do an overnight on one of 

our local drives. There was the Spring Classic 

Driving Tour, a charity event in which entry fees 

went to the Ronald MacDonald House, Dayton we 

donated $100.00. and the Fall Leaf Tour (a great 

day, but the leaves saved their color for the next 

weekend) and the Farm Market tour, done in 

really great weather..  

The club is working toward TRA 2020. Our 

selected location is the Clarion motor hotel on the 

north outskirts of Lexington, Kentucky, and well 

within range of all the local distilleries and 

breweries in the area. It’s big enough and has 

large parking lots behind the front building, and a 

reasonable number of conference rooms. A team 

from the club visited in February and again in 

early December. The rooms were comfortable but 

a lot of renovation has been completed. The hotel 

accepts pets (at a cost) if you need your comfort 

animal with you.  

Right now the TRA2020 team is working on 

alternative solutions in case the virus alarm 

continues. 

2019 was not without its downside, we lost two 

members who passed on and one long term 

couple had to resign for health reasons. They are 

missed. The Roadster Factory appears to be in 

deep financial trouble and we can only cheer-on 

Albert Runyon as he seeks solution to insolvency.  

In summary I am happy to tell you that Miami 

Valley Triumphs is alive and kicking as much 

today as it was 41 years ago when founded. 

Moving on, we’ve gone through another election 

cycle, the offices being President, Secretary and 

Treasurer. President will be John Coutant, the 

Secretary will be Mark Senter and the Treasurer 

will continue to be Harry Mague.  

But wait, there’s more…. The Club Awards are as 

follows: 

 Press on Regardless goes to: John 

Coutant. 

 Keep it On the Road was won by: Chris 

Yanity. 

 Most Improved (Car, not Member) was 

awarded to:  the team of Jackson 

Galloway and Scott Huey for the work 

being done on the BTM TR7 

 And Marque of Distinction, as voted by the 

club was – John Clifford. 

That concludes the State of the Club address, and 

thank you for attending.  

Please remember the weather as you drive home, 

Just Saying…. 

Be Careful driving Home ….. 

 

19 – TRA 2020 Committee Meeting:  The team 

did meet, but the meeting was virtual and John 

Coutant set up the VTC as a dry run for the April 

MVT Meeting.  The big discussion was what to do 

about TRA 202 in light of COVID-19.  We decided 



to wait a couple of weeks and not decide anything 

until after the Apr 20 MVT Membership meeting. 

We did institute a poll of those registered for TRA 

2020 and will discuss that in the TRA 2020 

section here in the Marque.  

April 2020 

1 - eMVT Monthly Meeting we are doing this by 

web due to COVID-19.  Meeting will start at 

7:30PM.  John provided this agenda: 

Opening Remarks – John 

Review of Videoconference Operation and 

Etiquette - John  

Request for Changes and Additions to the 

Agenda - John 

Introduction of Guests/New Members – 

John/Guests 

Appointment of Vice-President to fill remainder of 

J. Coutant’s term – Board 

Introduction of New Officers – John 

Officers Reports 

 President – John 

o Impact of COVID-19, Upcoming 

meetings via Vidoconference 

 Vice-President – Chuck 

 Treasurer - Harry 

 Secretary  

o Approval of March’s Minutes – 

Patti 

o Mark 

 Membership Chair - Valerie 

 Events Chair – Bruce 

o Review of Previous Month’s 

o Status of Future Events 

Standing Committee Reports 

 Technical – Bruce 

 Marque – Bruce 

 Memorabilia – Harry 

 Spare Parts – Chris 

Event Committee Reports 

 British Car Days – Stan 

 TRA 2020 – Bruce 

Old Business 

 March Awards Banquet – President’s 

Address and Awards - Stan 

New Business 

Adjourn 

Videoconference instructions 

for joining the eMVT Meeting 

Ed - John has also provided us this set of 

instructions to get into the VTC system we will be 

using for the April meeting: 

Overview   

Participating in a videoconference can seem 

overwhelming if you have never used such 

technology but improvements over time have 

made products like Zoom and Google Meet 

relatively easy to use with a wide range of devices 

from computers to smartphones.  This guide is 

meant to be a reference on how to use Google 

Hangout Meet for videoconferences and/or 

teleconferences for online meetings of Miami 

Valley Triumphs. 

What Equipment do you Need? 

To participate in a Google Hangout Meet 

conference (Meet) there are a number of devices 

that you can use. 

 Desktop or laptop computer with camera, 

microphone, and speakers (Windows or 

Mac) – This setup lets you join just by 

clicking on a link using a supported 

browser (Chrome, Firefox, or Edge – 

Internet Explorer is not supported). 

 Desktop or laptop computer (Windows or 

Mac) – This setup lets you join just by 

clicking on a link using a supported 

browser (Chrome, Firefox, or Edge – 

Internet Explorer is not supported).  To join 



the audio portion, you can click on the Join 

and use a phone for audio and dial in.  

 Tablet or Smartphone (Apple or Android) – 

This setup lets you use your tablet or 

smartphone to participate.  However to 

use them you first need to download the 

Google Meet app from the Apple or 

Google store and install on your device. 

Videoconference Etiquette 

Participating in a videoconference/teleconference 

is different than being in a regular meeting.  We 

are accustomed to talking to each other and 

having side conversations when we have a 

meeting.  It is one of the social aspects we love.  

In videoconferencing all the sound ends up in one 

place so that means everyone has to mute their 

computer/tablet/smartphone unless they are the 

one who is talking.  How to manage this.  Well the 

organizer needs to indicate clearly who has the 

podium and sort of pass the virtual microphone 

around.  How do you ask for a chance to talk?   

You will notice that Meet has a chat function 

where you can type and ask to talk, text chat with 

others (like on our Facebook page).  You can also 

ask with a quick “I’d have something to say.” by 

voice and wait for the organizer to recognize you.  

It will take some time to get comfortable with this 

new way of communicating so relax as everyone 

goes through a learning curve. 

How to join a Meeting 

When a meeting is scheduled by the organizer, 

you will receive an email with information with the 

connection information that looks like this. 

 

 

 When the meeting time comes, all you have to do 

is click on the link for Join Hangouts Meet.  If you 

have a computer this will just open the meeting in 

your browser, if you have a tablet or smartphone it 

will automatically open the app (which must be 

downloaded first -see Equipment above).  NOTE 

– the phone number is only for teleconference by 

phone only.  If you plan to use your phone for 

audio, you must first sign in your device and then 

select Join and use a phone for audio (see 

below). 

 

 

2 – TRA 2020 Committee Meeting:  We will be 

doing this by VTC.  John will send out the details 

May 2020 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting – We are assuming 

this will be another VTC.  John will send out the 

information. 

Note: from now on forward in 

this events schedule you can 

assume the information is 

tentative. As we receive 

updated info on events we will 

update. 

 



9 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

16-17 – Columbus BRITISH CAR DAY XXXVI at 

Quaker Steak & Lube, Columbus, OH, SUNDAY 

MAY 17, 2020, 9:00am to 3:00pm. 

REGISTRATION   9:00 AM – NOON (Only pre-

registered cars admitted on the field after noon). A 

portion of your registration fee will be donated to 

The British Transportation Museum in Dayton. 

The first 150 registrants will receive an event dash 

plaque and registration pack.  Rocker Cover 

Races / Popular-vote car show / Parts & Regalia 

Vendors – more info at: 

https://britcar1.regfox.com/british-car-day-

columbus-2020 

 

21 – TRA 2020 Committee Meeting:  Zemore’s 

Wine Bar and Bistro in Bellbrook. All MVT 

members are welcome to join us.  Start at 

6:30PM, be there a bit earlier if you would like to 

eat. 

 

 

TBD – TRA 2020 Lexington Trip:  We will be 

loading in a multi-day trip to Lexington to take 

care of logistics for TRA 2020.  Timing is still TBD 

as of the date of this Marque publication, but we 

will post and email as soon as we nail this down. 

June 2020 

 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

7 - The British Return to Fort Meigs, the annual 

British car and motorcycle event sponsored by 

Lake Erie British Car Club in northwest Ohio. This 

year's event is Sunday, June 7th from 10am to 

3pm. We would appreciate your help in spreading 

the word about the show to those in your British  

car circles. 

We typically draw vehicles from throughout the 

region and expect 150+ this year. Our event 

includes parts and food vendors, a silent auction, 

a 50/50 raffle, and popular-choice voting for the 

awards.  

Our venue is the Fort Meigs Historical Site in 

Perrysburg, Ohio, near Toledo. Our hosts allow us 

https://britcar1.regfox.com/british-car-day-columbus-2020
https://britcar1.regfox.com/british-car-day-columbus-2020


to park on the grassy and somewhat shaded 

areas of the property and also provide us with a 

"Fort's Choice" award. 

Hope you will join us this year! Please contact me 

with any specific questions. 

Carol Fingerhut, Secretary, Lake Erie British Car 

Club.   419-855-8567    www.lebcc.org 

 

13 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

15-19 - Triumph Register of America National 

Convention – TRA 2020, Lexington, KY.  This is 

it kids – the big show!  MVT is hosting and we’d 

like you, yes you, that person in the mirror, to be 

there. 

Information: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2020 

Registration: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2020-

registration 

And we are on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/181566129267

504/ 

 

If you need more info you have many options -  

please look at the TRA Update section following 

the events listing, or grab Bruce or other members 

of the TRA 2020 staff – see you (that person in 

the mirror) there! 

26-28 – Mid-Ohio Vintage Grand Prix  - this year 

is the Kastner Cop.  One of the great events we 

will get to participate in this year is the Kastner 

Cup at the SVRA Event at Mid Ohio, June 26-28.   

Tickets for the event are currently being sold at a 

discount on the Mid Ohio web site.   Below is a 

link to the site if you chose to pre-purchase your 

tickets: 

https://midohio.com/tickets/1/vintage-grand-prix-

of-mid-ohio-svra 

Following note was provided by John Clifford: 

Note that Triumph is the featured marque.  The 

Kastener cup race will be Saturday at 3:35 and 

another "reunion" event on Sunday at noon that 

weekend and will bring in a lot of cars.  I have 

heard that the Huffaker TR7 and TR8 race cars 

will be there from CA.  There are lots of other 

races all weekend.  Patti and I plan to go up for at 

least one day, most likely with an overnight.  

Camping is available on the grounds and there 

are hotels within 25 miles.  Provisional schedule 

of events is at link below. Early ticket sale is $40 

for weekend but only until March 2nd. 

Anyone else up for it???? 

John Clifford 

July 2020 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2020
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2020-registration
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2020-registration
https://www.facebook.com/groups/181566129267504/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/181566129267504/
https://midohio.com/tickets/1/vintage-grand-prix-of-mid-ohio-svra
https://midohio.com/tickets/1/vintage-grand-prix-of-mid-ohio-svra


 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

 

11 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

12 - Cincinnati BCD – Aubrey Rose Foundation 

British Car Day - 9AM-4PM. Celebrating 85 years 

of Jaguar Cars 1935-2020. 35 Classes of British 

and European Cars, over 70 awards, and all 

British makes and models are welcome. Harbin 

Park, 1300 Hunter Rd. Fairfield, OH  45014 

https://www.bccgc.com/british-car-day 

 

 

31 – Dayton BCD Set-up: Be at Eastwood Metro 

Park by 6 to help set up the parking and 

registration materials for BCD.  

August 2020 

 

1 - Dayton BCD: yes, our local, award winning, 

HUGE British Car Show is here!  Have you 

registered?  No, then go to:  

http://www.britishcardaydayton.com/ 

Yes, we will be looking for volunteers, yes, we will 

be bugging you to get registered, so why don’t 

you just save the grief and volunteer/register 

now?   See Stan for volunteer details.  

 

5 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

https://www.bccgc.com/british-car-day
http://www.britishcardaydayton.com/


room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

 

8 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

??? - Bellefontaine Hill Climb: Could not find 

info if this is going on, but below is the link to their 

FB group page. 

https://www.facebook.com/Bellefontainehillclimb/ 

 

31 Aug – 4 Sep – Vintage Triumph Register 

National Convention – Galena, IL.  Your Marque 

editor will be heading there as well as others.  Will 

you?   

https://www.vtr2020.org/ 

September 2020 

 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

 

12 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

https://www.facebook.com/Bellefontainehillclimb/
https://www.vtr2020.org/


 

19 - Talk Like a Pirate Day:  I think we should 

make this an MVT event…  Keep calm and say 

“Arrrrrrrrrrr….” 

 

26 – Farm Stand Tour:  Never too early to lay in 

the harvest for winter.  I think this year we will end 

up at Caesar’s Creek vineyards to see how the 

grapes are coming along… 

October 2020 

 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

 

10 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

10 – Spring (Now Fall) Classic Driving Tour VII, 

Scenic Driving Tour featuring the most 

picturesque roads in Southern Ohio, visit an 

Amish Market, historical points, and more as we 

tour Clermont, Brown and Adams Counties. The 

drive Benefits a number of charities, support the 

cause that speaks to you. Open to all roadworthy, 

licensed and insured vehicles; drive your 

"everyday car" with the Classic, Collector and 

Specialty vehicles. 

http://www.springclassicdrivingtour.org/home.html 

 

http://www.springclassicdrivingtour.org/home.html


17 – Fall Foliage Tour:  Exact direction unknown, 

but it will be in some direction!  

November 2020 

 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting at Archer’s Tavern 

Kettering, 2030 East Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 

45420 (937) 291-1015.  We are in the meeting 

room literally behind the bar towards the Dorothy 

Lane side of the tavern.  Dinner starts at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30. 

 

7 - Guy Fawkes Tour and Bonfire:  Let the 

traitor burn! 

 

14 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

21 – Tech Session Day - TBD 

December 2020 

 

5 – MVT Holiday Soiree:  Queen of Apostles 

Community, Bergamo Center.  Lots of food, lots of 

brown bags for the MVT-is-the-charity Brown Bag 

Auction. We start at 6:30 PM with some light 

appetizers and dinner is at 7PM.  Short 

membership meeting then the auction.  You are 

saving things up for your brown-bags, right? 

 



 

12 - Operation Yellow Jacket – 10 AM at the 

British Transportation Museum (321 Hopeland 

Street, Dayton, Ohio 45417) 

 

20 – MVT Christmas Dinner:  People enjoy this 

every year, so we are going to do it again  - We 

will shoot for a 5:30PM seating at The Paragon in 

Centerville.  

TRA 2020 Update 
By Bruce Clough, TRA 2020 Chair 

Just a reminder that MVT is hosting the 2020 

meeting of the Triumph Register of America in 

Lexington KY.  This multi-day event will 

feature car shows, tours, fun runs, workshops, 

auction, banquet and gobs of other events.  

Focused on TR2-4A models, but it is open to 

anyone with an interest in Triumphs.   A good 

time is always had by all.   We are going to 

need your help MVT – this is your club putting 

this on and it is an excellent time!  If you need 

info of any type head to the MVT TRA 2020 

web page: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2020 

 

 

15-19 June 2020, Clarion North 

Convention Center, Lexington KY 

Room registration is now open at the Clarion 

North Lexington (Make sure you let them know 

you are in the Triumph Register of America 

National Meeting block of rooms), and there is 

a TRA 2020 info flier and registration form 

attached to the back part of this Marque that 

has all the contact information you need.  We 

hold monthly planning meetings the third 

Thursday of the month at Zemore’s Wine Bar 

and Bistro in Bellbrook.  All are invited to the 

meetings. 

At the end of this Marque is a registration form 

as well as an information flier for TRA 2020.  

TRA 2020 Status 

At the March TRA 2020 meeting, done by VTC 

due to COVID-19 precautions, we discussed 

options for continuing as planned, delaying until 

this fall, delaying until next year, and cancelling 

altogether. What we decided to do was delay a 

couple of weeks to gather data on the options as 

well as for the epidemiology to play out some 

more.  

We decided that we would not entertain making a 

decision until at least 2 Apr, the day after we 

could discuss this at the next MVT Membership 

meeting.  

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2020


What we have determined are some shaping 

information: 

 Many events scheduled for Spring are 

moving to fall and filling spots 

 Keeneland Race track will not be available 

this fall due to Breeder’s Cup activities 

 Catering can be moved no problem 

 VTR 2020 is the first week of September 

 TRA 2021 was scheduled by Mason-Dixon 

club, but they are willing to give up 2021 to 

us. 

We will discuss more at the Apr eMVT Meeting 

and will update the club with info as we find it out.  

We have not had a new registration in a month.  

 

Technical Talk 
Edited by Bruce Clough 

We have a lot of different articles this month, but if 

you have not been flowing the TR250 restoration 

being done by Tim Moore’s brother (and his 

sidekick Tim - lol) on the MVT Facebook page you 

have been missing out.  Tim’s brother is an artist 

bringing back this car.  The bodywork has been 

phenomenal! If you need to get into the MVT 

Facebook Group to watch yourself ask Chuck or 

myself for entrance.   

Mobile Video Tech 

John Clifford 

Did you catch the FB post from Rye Livingston 

which uses some really wild new technology for 

recording a car drive? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs4XzYfXavU

&fbclid=IwAR0eTArMp4ohzdWlyziaIWTvPgxQ8jM

Kcw3RYO2wyCrnb63CHz-2WVHL9FA 

Story of the LEDs Conversion 

for My Dash Lights  

Harry Mague 

Versus  

     Last spring, looking for something new to try 

on my “6”, Tim Moore put me on to the idea of 

changing out my dash light to LEDs.  I had 

already changed all the outside lights, stop light, 

turn lights, and running lights with Leds.  I like the 

additional brightness.  Changing the turn signal 

relay was no problem.  Everything worked great.  I 

don’t remember where it got the dash kit.  Maybe 

Ebay.  It came with all the lights in green.  The 

four instruments, Oil Pressure, Gas gauge, 

Temperature gauge, and Charging Gauge all 

went in without a problem.  Turned on the lights 

and they looked fantastic.  Now the problems 

began.  The kit came with the lights for the tack 

and speedometer like the ones above on the right, 

that is the small Leds.  Try as I might, I could not 

get the small light to screw into the bulb holder.  

There is a small spring in the bulb holder.  I would 

pull the spring back when I tried to screw Leds, 

every time I thought I had one in, it would pop out.  

I thought I was not screwing the light in far 

enough because they were so small it seemed 

that they weren’t getting all the way in.   I tried 

everything I could think.  Asked Tim how hard was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs4XzYfXavU&fbclid=IwAR0eTArMp4ohzdWlyziaIWTvPgxQ8jMKcw3RYO2wyCrnb63CHz-2WVHL9FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs4XzYfXavU&fbclid=IwAR0eTArMp4ohzdWlyziaIWTvPgxQ8jMKcw3RYO2wyCrnb63CHz-2WVHL9FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs4XzYfXavU&fbclid=IwAR0eTArMp4ohzdWlyziaIWTvPgxQ8jMKcw3RYO2wyCrnb63CHz-2WVHL9FA


it for him to put those lights in.  He had no 

problem.  I GAVE UP.  Put the regular lights in.  In 

trying to get the Led lights in, I had broken two of 

the small Leds.  

     Flash forward to today.  My radio had crap out 

and I was replacing it.  My speedometer had been 

acting up.  I decided to send it off to Nisonger 

Instruments to be refurbished.  (BTW Nisonger 

did a great Job)  While the meter was out, I 

decided to tackle the lights again.  Tim told me 

about “Classic Car LEDs” in England was a 

supplier.  They have kits with all the lights for the 

dash.  I only needed the four lights and they do 

sell them individually.  I bought 4 lights for $17.  I 

got them and they were the small lights also.  

Much as I tried, they would not stay in the Bulb 

Holder.  Frustration has set in.  In went back to 

putting the radio in.  By the way, Retro Radios are 

outstanding even though I put it in upside down in 

the first try.  LOL   

     OK, I must be doing something wrong.  The 

bulb holders and bulbs were part of the new 

wiring hardness I installed during the big rebuild.  I 

reasoned, could the bulb holder be a different 

diameter?  I got the calibers out and started 

measuring the holder and bulbs.   

 

Comparison of the bulbs – LiteZupp on left, 

Classic Car LED in middle, original on right 

In this picture, you can see how much smaller the 

center Led even compared to the original light.  I 

tried several times to get it to screw all the way in.  

Even when I did seem to get it screwed all the in, 

it would just pop out.  Well the Bulb Holder 

measured 9.40mm.  I next measured the original 

light and it measured 9.36mm.  Seemed 

reasonable.  I was always tight to screw in or out.  

OK, the big test.  The small Led measured 

9.10mm.  Yahtzee.  I emailed Classic Car LEDs 

and got a reply saying basically it was my bulb 

holder fault and that there Leds were the correct 

E10 Edison size bulb.  Sorry.   

This is when I reached out to Chuck and Bruce.  

Bruce suggested “Super Bright LEDS” and I think 

Chuck told me about LiteZupp.  Both had a 

catalog entry for the required lights, but Super 

Bright only had white lights.  I order two pairs of 

the green lights for the tack and speedometer 

from LiteZupp.  I got them in a couple of days and 

they were the ones in the picture on the left.  I 

measure there base and it was 9.34mm.  Hooray.  

They screwed in tight just like the original bulbs.  

Now I think I am home free.   

Not so fast Bucky.  Since these bulbs are longer, 

they wouldn’t snap into the meters.  Bollocks!  

(Yes I had to look up the spelling)  Sent LiteZupp 

an email asking what now?? They said, oh, by the 

way, you need these little adapters they sell.  I 

went back to the order page for LiteZupp.  Yes the 

adapters are listed, but I just must have missed it 

when I ordered. 

 

LiteZupp adaptor 



 

Adaptor in place 

 

Light installed!  

Needless to say, it would have been nice to tell 

me this when I was ordering the lights.  When 

they asked for recommendation, I told them that.  

So after all the problems, I have installed all the 

lights and they look great.  Guess I’ll need to drive 

my car more at night.  If anybody has any 

question, give me a call, email, or talk to me at the 

meetings.  I’m going to list the three places that 

sell the Leds, but I would stick with LiteZupp if you 

want the green lights. 

LiteZupp: Green LED  LDS12GN 

www.LiteZupp.com 

Classic Car Leds: GLB987 

www.classiccarled.co.uk 

Super Bright Leds: LED E10 Edison White 

www.superbrightleds.com 

 

Silicone Valve Cover Gasket 

John Coutant 

I read some good comments online by those who 

had installed a silicone valve cover gasket in their 

TR3 or TR4.  The standard cork gasket works ok 

but only lasts a short while before it gets saturated 

with oil and starts leaking due to compression of 

the valve cover.  The place to get these is Gasket 

Innovations https://gasketinnovations.com/  which 

has silicone gaskets for all the Triumphs and for 

alloy covers for some models.  For the TR2-3 and 

the OEM valve cover the gasket is rounded on 

one side to fit in the grove on the valve cover.  It 

needs to be held in place with high temperature 

RTV as it is so flexible it will not stay in place 

without it.   The valve cover grove must be 

cleaned really well of oil and any gasket material 

left over to hold the cork in place.  This is the only 

downside to moving to a silicone gasket.  The 

upside is that you never have to do it again!  Just 

be careful with the RTV so it does ooze out when 

you assemble.  The cover is back on the car and 

no leaks when running.  I did learn something new 

that I did not realize doing this.  That was that 

there is meant to be a fiber washer between the 

steel washer and nut holding down the cover and 

the valve cover.  So I found neoprene washers 

and installed them instead.  

 

All you need to put the silicone gasket into 

place 

http://www.litezupp.com/
http://www.classiccarled.co.uk/
http://www.superbrightleds.com/
https://gasketinnovations.com/


(Ed - I have one of these on Carma and as John 

says, it fixes the leak issue and provides the 

forever gasket you always wanted!) 

Carmine (Carma) Update – or 

“You can hack your TR7!” 

Bruce Clough 

1. Carb Swap 

So last fall I took out the Weber downdrafts on 

Carma.  They are somewhat complicated as well 

as taking up a lot of room on the right side of the 

engine. They also have a loooong intake run 

which is not good for performance. I had the 

Mikunis still on the FrankenStag engine so I 

swapped them onto Carma. 

 

Mikunis (on top) on the engine in Carma 

So late February I actually got around to try and 

start Carma.  Carma ran, but gas was spurting out 

the overflow vents on each carb.  I replaced the 

float bowl valves and now gas came out both float 

bowl overflows as well as a side vent on the 

carbs.  For fun I replaced a float on one carb, 

same result.  

Okay, so maybe it wasn’t the carbs, but the fuel 

pump.  I replaced the fuel pump with the pump 

from the FrankenStag engine – same pump for 

the same carbs – still leaked.  

 

Carb leak test rig  - “If women do not find you 

handsome they will at least find you handy” – 

Red Green 

At this point I took one carb back off the car, put it 

in a bench vise and connected it to a fuel pump 

out of the car and a gas can. 

Pumping the pump by hand the carb still leaked.  I 

had eliminated the pump as the cause.  

Nice – didn’t change a dang thing, but they both 

leaked from the same places in the same ways.   

So now I have a set of leaky carbs.  In addition 

the choke linkage is giving me fits. 

On top of this another integration issue is showing 

up.  The “choke” function of the Mikunis is done 

by opening an orifice to add more gas to the 

mixture somewhat akin to the FASD on the 

original TR7 carbs, except it is manually 

controlled. The issue is that from no choke to full 

choke is less than 0.75” linear motion.  That 

means that my choke cable has only 0.75” of pull.  

Couple this with a balky repro Moss MGB choke 

cable that would not lock and the fact the Mikunis 

do not increase idle speed under choke and 

Bruce was looking for a set of Stromberg CD-

175’s to put on Carma.  Has the Mikuni’s since 

2014 and it has been a good run with them, but to 

the sidelines for now. 

Why TR4 carbs?  I find the TR4 Strombergs the 

perfect combination of simplicity and tunability. 

Choke function is simple, they do not have many 

parts, and they are the right physical size and 

function to bolt right on and use. They are for a 2L 

engine, this is a 2L engine.  They are for a 1.75” 



bore 4-bolt pattern – this is a 1.75” bore 4-bolt 

pattern.  Plus I had a set on the FrankenStag 

earlier (on the Grey Ghost now) and I had a set 

on Freebie (the ’81 TR7 we had before the Grey 

Ghost came home).  They worked fine.  

 

Strombers on Freebie 

Turns out Scott Harper’s operation in Warren, OH 

had a pair of nice looking Strombergs on a 

Manifold with all linkages for about $100 so I 

jumped on that along with a complete rebuild kit 

from Rimmers. 

Note – the complete kit from Rimmers came with 

everything you needed to rebuild the carbs, new 

shafts, jets, needles – everything – and with 

shipping they were still $30 cheaper than the 

equivalent Moss kit that had less parts. Now you 

know. 

Harper’s shipping was fast – I had the carbs in 

hand in a day. Taking them apart there was a bit 

of corrosion in the main jet area – not a huge 

issue.  Throttle shafts were not worn, but the top 

cover and air piston on the rear carb were sticky 

so I picked up some more spare parts cheap on 

ebay as well as a couple old rebuild kits. 

First thing I did was to clean up the carb bodies 

and mount them to the manifold so I could build 

the fuel lines and cable connections 

The fuel lines were the easiest part.  I needed to 

use ¼” line rather than the 5/16” line the Mikunis 

used so I headed to Amazon and got a brass 

reducer and ¼” T connector. I also ordered FI 

system line clamps, overkill, but I like the wide 

clamping surface and the positive clamp action.  

 

Fuel lines in place. 

Next came fitting the throttle cable. On the 

Mikunis the shafts rotated counter-clockwise 

looking from the front of the car, which was great 

since they used a stock length TR7 throttle cable 

coming up from the bottom.  Strombergs rotated 

clockwise though.  This meant that I needed to 

relocate the cable as well as make a new throttle 

cable end mounting bracket.  

I could still use the same mounting location, just 

needed a different bracket.  The bracket was easy 

– several pieces of aluminum stock – two angle 

sections mounted 180 degrees from each other… 

  

Bracket construction – epoxy glued then 

riveted   

…and then I added a third flat piece to the top of 

one angle to give me the right height from the 

manifold mount for the throttle cable, painted it all 

black, drilled a hole for the cable adjustor and a 

slot for the wire, and put it on the car. 



 

Bracket in place before painting 

 

Bracket painted, in place, and throttle cable 

fitted 

Now all we have to do is make the throttle cable 

linkage to throttle shafts as well as shorten the 

throttle cable.    

For the throttle shaft connection I thought I could 

use the shaft arm from the Mikunies and modify 

the existing U piece that held the cable.  I was 

right about the U piece – just needed to add a tab 

on the side to hold the shortened throttle cable, 

but the arm was way too long as well as the 

wrong shaft diameter.  So what do you do? 

Like any self-respecting rodder I went to 

Speedway.com that sells parts to make rods. 

Bought a couple of arms the right size and added 

them to the shaft, and put on the U-connector.  

Ready for the throttle cable. 

Throttle cable, right. The existing throttle cable is 

designed to go around the engine and come up 

under the carbs.  I’m coming across the top of the 

engine now, so I have about 3ft of cable extra to 

deal with. The original thought was to use the 

length as is but coil it a bit on the left side of the 

engine, but I eliminated that quickly in favor of 

cutting the cable to length to go across the 

engine.  

That meant I had to remover the cable.  To 

remove the throttle cable from a TR7 you need to 

first make sure the carb end is taken off.  Check.  

Next you have to take the accelerator pedal end 

of the cable off.  To do this I use a weight to press 

the pedal down… 

 

Not pretty but it works 

..so I can easy access the clip on top the pedal 

that holds the cable in.  That clip is easy to 

remove by hand and then the cable end comes off 

easy.  Getting the end of the cable out of the car 

is not so easy – the cable is held to the firewall by 

a couple of plastic tabs that you need a set of 

pliers to press in while you are contorted in the 

foot well.  Taking the accelerator pedal out 

simplifies this, trust me.  Once they are pressed it 

pops out easy, but getting the pliers in there with 

limited sight distance is a chore.   

Tech Tip: Cutting Cables – before I cut a cable I 

solder the cable end and withdraw the cable. 

Soldering the cable end will eliminate chance of 

fraying and make sure you can get the cable back 

in the shortened cover. I then remove the plastic 

outer cover in the area of cut using a knife.  I use 

a small sharp file to cut the spiral wound steel 

cable cover. I keep the cable end cap to put back 

over the end. You also have to cut the inner 

Teflon sheath inside to length with a sharp knife. 

Put the cable back in the cover and mark where 

the cable needs to be cut.  Solder the region 

where the cut needs to be made to make sure 



that fraying doesn’t occur when cutting, then 

make the cut.   

Once I had the cable cut to length I stripped off 

the old blue plastic outer cover and made a new 

one from ¼” heat-shrink tubing.   Nice – got me a 

new looking throttle cable. 

 

Shortened throttle cable – note I have not cut 

down the actual cable length yet, just the 

outer cover – you cut the cable once installed 

to ensure correct length.  

I then put that cable in place – snapped the end 

into the fire wall and the other into the bracket on 

the intake manifold I had made.  BTW – I made it 

as short as I could – simply coming from the 

firewall and making a gradual 90 degree turn into 

the bracket. 

 

New throttle cable run 

Tech Tip: Lubing the cable – since it was a 

short run in the modified cable I lubed the cable 

with some good synthetic grease.  Put some 

grease on my palm and pilled the cable through 

the grease.  If it a long cable run you might think 

twice.  It is not intuitive, but adding grease actually 

make the cable harder to move. You will reduce 

the wear of the cable rubbing against the inner 

sheath, true, but at the same time you have to 

physically move the grease in the cable and that 

takes force, just a warning…  

 

Tech Tip: putting the accelerator pedal back in 

– get a helper to hold it up while you are 

reinstalling the bolts holding it on the firewall.  

You’re welcome! 

On the carb end I put the cable end through the 

hole in the lever arm bracket and used a cable 

clamp to hold it.  I left the adjustor loose for final 

carb installation and I also left the cable longer 

than needed just in case… 

 

Throttle cable connection to shaft arm 

Okay, throttle cable installed.  Easy part, now for 

the choke cable. 

Ah yes, the choke cable – this will be painful. I 

need a choke cable that essentially goes the 

length of the original accelerator cable since the 

choke action for CD-175 Strombergs is up from 

underneath the front carb – the cable sheath goes 

into a rotating arm and the cable keeps going 

through this and is anchored to the side of the top.  

Pulling on the choke cable pushes the arm up and 

initiates choke action. 

Problem is nobody makes a turn and lock choke 

cable this long – okay, you can get a HVAC 

control cable from McMaster-Carr that is long 

enough, but it is a monster.  I am going to have to 



use the solution I used on the FrankenStag – 

mate two cables to make it long enough.  

First things first, I need a good locking end.  

Digging through my parts bin I found a dual TR6 

cable I ordered from TRF for the Grey Ghost a 

while back and was never used.  This is of 

excellent quality is a stout locking action.  Check.  

I mounted it to the existing choke cable bracket, 

ran it through the firewall grommet, and let it sit 

there while I pondered how to connect these best.  

For the FrankenStag what I had done the last time 

for the Mikunis was to make a bracket gizmo in 

which the connection was made – the cable 

sheaths attached to the ends and the cables were 

tied together in the middle of the bracket using 

cable clamps and a bit of solder.  Here is a shot of 

that mounted in the car: 

 

 

FrankenStag choke cable connector on front 

of the brake master cylinder 

I could use the same technique here, but I had to 

think about securing the bracket.  In the Stag the 

bracket was close enough to hydraulic lines to tie 

it down, but in the TR7 the end of the TR6 choke 

cable (the longer one) comes out near the front 

left of the engine with nothing obvious to secure it 

to: 

 

End of TR6 choke cable 

After pondering this with a few good bourbons 

what I decided to do was to take the cable across 

the top of the engine and make the connection on 

top the valve cover, tap the center of the funky 

valve cover securing screw-nuts for bolts to hold 

the bracket, and then bring the cable down 

between the carbs and up under the front carb to 

the choke cable connections. Right, now to do 

this. 

The bracket was easy enough to make. You need 

to know what length to make it based on the 

range of motion of the cable, the amount of cable 

overlap needed for the cable connector, and the 

distance from the holes tapped in the screw-nuts. 

I used aluminum stock on hand. 

 

Basic bracket parts – bottom bar, end L-

pieces, and the cable clamp itself 

The L pieces were glued/riveted to the ends of the 

bottom bar and then notches were cut with a file 

for the nylon ties holding the cable sheaths in 

place.  Slots were cut in the L-pieces to allow the 

cables to go through and give a bit of height 

flexibility. 



 

Finished bracket – simple 

Next I tapped a couple 8-32 holes in the screw-

nuts: 

 

Holes tapped into the screw-nuts holding the 

valve cover on 

Next I attached the bracket to the screw-nuts with 

aluminum bars providing the required offset to line 

the cable up with where I wanted the cable to go 

down between the carbs: 

 

Bracket in place - finished and ready for paint 

Next I cleaned up the bracket a bit and painted it 

black, reattached it to the car, pushed the TR6 

cable through then used nylon ties and epoxy 

glue to attach the cable sheath to the end of the 

bracket. 

Now for that other cable. Fortunately I have 

several bike cables of various lengths lying 

around.  I used the same method as the throttle 

cable to cut the cable to length, then attached that 

to the other side of the bracket and used the cable 

clamp to join the cables.  Here’s what it looked 

like when finished:  

 

Finished choke cable connector bracket – 

works fine! 

So I was now ready to finish up the carbs.  First 

thing I had to do was find a carb choke linkage 

spring – the spring that connects the idle-increase 

cam the choke cable is attached to on the side of 

the carb to the air piston lifter actuation arm (when 

you pull out the choke cable two things happen, 

you lift the air pistons while blocking the airflow to 

provide choke function and you open the throttle 

to increase engine speed). There is a spring that 

connects the two and the idea is you add engine 

speed before you add the choke function. 

Needless to say this spring was shot, the part is 

NLA, and no good ones were found on ebay, 

even on used carbs. 

I had to make my own. 

McMaster-Carr sells a wide assortment of hook-

end springs, so I went to their website.  To order a 

spring you need to know four things – the function 

(compress or extend) of the spring, the ends you 



need, the length you need, and the rate you need. 

Rate is the amount of force required to extend or 

compress the spring for a given length and is 

roughly a function of wire diameter and spring 

diameter.  Looking at the old bent spring I had I 

could guess what would work and McMaster-Car 

had nothing in the right range, so I got a spring 

with higher rate rationalizing earlier choke 

activation was better than late actuation. The 

spring fit well once I had bent the ends a bit to fit 

the holes.  

 

New Choke Linkage Spring - Beefy 

Next I needed to put in new gaskets and float 

valves, but the carb rebuild kits from Rimmers 

were not here yet. It was a good thing I picked up 

those old rebuild kits on ebay. (I had originally 

chalked the late RImmers delivery to COVID-19, 

but it turns out Rimmers was waiting for a jet pipe 

to complete order – told Rimmers to ship what 

they have and meanwhile I used the older rebuild 

kits to put the carbs back together).  Those old 

rebuild kits didn’t have everything the Rimmers 

kits do, but they had enough gaskets and o-rings 

(even though some were a bit stiff and I had to 

use o-rings from stock I had – and left me 

wondering if they would fit good enough) that I 

could get the carbs back together to try for a start. 

And start it did – first try.  Decent idle, easy 

throttle motion, and decent choke action and good 

adjustment capability. Yes, the front carb did 

weep some gas from the jet adjustment nut due to 

o-ring being not quite right, but hey – it ran and 

the Rimers kits are on the way!  

2.  Heater Leak 

Of course I found out that the pipe seals I had to 

reuse since new ones are NLA when I was 

rebuilding the heater core leak.  This was after I 

had siliconed them. So I need to yank the heater 

core back out.  This is annoying.  Okay, so I knew 

there was a chance it would leak. But I had faith, 

the kind of faith a little boy has in his dad, the kind 

of faith that the 3-pointer will be good, the faith 

that silicone will work as promised – all dashed 

upon the rocks of reality.   

  

Annoyed! 

The only good thing here is that there is a 

weephole under the heater matix so slow leaks do 

not get in the carpet, and that worked perfect.  

 

The Big Ugly is back out again…. 

So let’s look at these seals. This seal, part 

number DZB3255, is designed to fit into holes in 

the heater matrix and when the in/out metal pipes 



are pushed in the seal goes into compression at 

every interface, sealing the junction.  Only issue is 

that time, heat, and corrosion have ruined the 

ability of these seals to seal.  Pulling the pipes the 

first time to fix the flaps in this heater box 

disturbed the karma such that they leaked.  

  

Top & bottom views of the original seals for 

the heater matrix.  You can see how beat-up 

these are 

 

The holes these fit in on the heater matrix 

So what to do? Myriads of options, but what I 

ended up doing was buying a matrix from the UK 

(Robsport Intl) that has pipe ends on it – an 

aftermarket fix for these that John Coutant first 

discovered.  Hopefully I get this before the middle 

of next month, we shall see!    

Getting the hot water matrix out of the heater box 

was actually quite simple – 12 clips, six phillips 

screws, one actuation rod connector, and two 

aluminum pop rivets, after that the top comes off 

easy.  

  

Heater going topless 

Getting the matrix out of the bottom now is just 

the movement of two flaps and out it comes. 

 

Anyone was a good old matrix? Neo? 

3. More Mutt Evidence 

Took the inner panel off the passenger’s door to 

reinstall the rubber in a window track, as well as 

getting the door lights to come on when the door 

is opened, and found this: 



 

Lego Door – from White Car 

Yes, the door is not from this car, but a white one.  

This car is turning out to be a real mutt…  I did 

determine why the door light was not coming on 

when the door was opened… 

 

 DPO-Induced Wiring Changes on Door Light 

The switched ground wire and the +12V supply 

were tied together such that the light comes on in 

either direction of light switch movement, but the 

door switch cannot work.  I rewired it so it would.  

Grrrr.  Turns out the wires on the driver’s side 

were not modified, but the door switch needed 

cleaned up. Next time the door panels are off the 

lights will get LEDs… 

4. …and last but not least… 

On the last few drives I had noticed the ignition 

light sometimes cam on at the start, sometimes 

not.  The voltmeter told me the alternator was 

working fine, but while the instrument cluster was 

out I might as well see what the issue was. 

The issue was 40+ year old flex printed circuit 

(PC) board coming apart. 

The back of the TR7/8 instrument cluster has a 

flexible PC board that makes all the connections 

with the lights and gauges, it “drapes” over the 

back and is held on by a few physical mounds as 

well as the connections to the components. The 

board is covered with insulation layer except 

where components mount where the copper 

surfaces show clean.  The lights are in little 

holders that insert and lock into the cluster 

structure and when turning to lock little metal tabs 

on the holder contact the exposed copper 

connections on the board.   Great when new, not 

so great a generation or two later.  

Turns out a prior owner had worked ignition light 

socket to the point the PC board connection for 

+12V supply was broken, but broke ends close 

enough together to work sometimes.  You get a 

new board by buying another used cluster.   You 

fix the board by soldering in a jumper cable then 

using hot glue to mechanically support the wire. 

Not pretty, but fixed. 

 

Fixed it 

TR7/8 Gas Cap Saver Cables 

Wedge enthusiast Gary Klein is marketing simple-

to-install cables so you do not lose your cap when 

(and you note I did not say IF) you don’t put it 

back on after getting gas.   



 

They are inexpensive and more 

description/ordering info can be found at: 

https://www.tracltd.org/wedge-gas-cap-cable.html 

(I get no kickbacks or anything from this yadda, 

yadda, yadda…) 

 The MVT Store: MVT 

Memorabilia 
The Club has the following fantastic, wonderful 

memorabilia for sale.  Show your colors in public, 

on your car or on you!   Look at all we have: 

 

MVT Enamel Car Badge - $30.00 

 

 

MVT Cloth Patch - $12.00 

 

MVT Pin - $5.00 

 

MVT Car Flag - $5.00 

 

MVT Window Sticker - $1.00 

https://www.tracltd.org/wedge-gas-cap-cable.html


 

MVT Magnetic Signs – these can be easily cut 

so they are round. They are 12”x12”, 11” in 

diameter if cut round. - $12 

All the memorabilia is available at each Club 

meeting upon request.   Pls contact our MVT 

Memorabilia Manger, Harry Mague 

harrymague@aol.com.  

Classifieds 

 

Classified ads are free to MVT members and run 

month to month.  We do not endorse anything in 

here, nor do we get any compensation in fees or 

royalties.  As with the rest of life “buyer beware”. 

WANTED - One or a pair of stem mount Fog or 

Driving lamps (working or non-working) -also 

looking for a badge bar to fit a TR3A/3B   cash or 

trade - tryanity@gmail.com  

WANTED - TR3 Luggage Rack in as new 

condition (No drill , Hinge pin mounted type ) 

Contact Chris at  tryanity@gmail.com.  

FOR SALE – 1980 TR7, 64K mileage Anniversary 

Edition – was running when parked two years 

ago.  No rust teal green car with A/C.  Will need 

top, interior work and door panels – seats are 

okay. Comes with extra and new parts including 

rear end, trannie and radiator. Appraised at $5K 

for insurance, but looking for best offer.  Chuck 

Alcorn 937-901-7212.  

FOR SALE -  TR3 and tr4 parts as I find them – 

cleaning out duplicates.  Need something? Ask 

Contact Chris at  tryanity@gmail.com.  

Wanted : Triumph TR3A/3B  Hoodstick ( Soft Top 

Frame) cover in good or restorable condition  -

Black or Tan  -Chris Yanity  tryanity@gmail.com 

Hardtop for Sale -Triumph TR6 Snugtop Custom 

Hardtop:  

 Black -Built in Long Beach, California 

 Factory Mint Condition inside and out, 

weather stripping, glass ,headliner etc. 

 Ready to bolt on and go 

 Hardware included -Price Negotiable 

Inquire at tryanity@gmail.com 
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