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BCD is here if you are not registered shame on you!!!!!!! There will be a
gathering on Friday Aug 1 at Eastwood Metro Park to stuff goodie bags
and layout parking. If you want to help please show up at 6:30. We will

be needing your help day of show with registration, parking, and the
drinks and food booth. It seems that the usual people do all the work, I
would very much appreciate all the help you can provide. The MG club
usually runs the food and drinks with their own people, this year they
have asked for our help. I know that Carolyn and Lorna got people to
sign up to help, we know who you are and thanks. Please just help out

for an hour or two with the food booth. You backyard grillers can show
your stuff by helping out with the cooking.

We are looking forward to a very successful show. Maybe we will break
the 300 number this year. Be there or be square.~Phil

We have an Events Coordinator !!!!  
Ellis "the Fudgeman" Ball has agreed to become the new

MVT Events Coordinator.
Thank You, Ellis.

Please contact Ellis at 937-746-5189 or email at
ballpad@aol.com with events information.

                                       
*The Marque will be updated as need throughout each month.

Articles appearing after a Marque's cutoff will appear in the
following month's Marque. (..ed)                  
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Rattle Mike at the next meeting.
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Obligatory Disclaimer

"The Marque" is the official publication of the Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 292824, Kettering, Ohio 45429. Views stated in the "Marque" are not
necessarily those of the officers or members of the club. Technical data is provided for information only and no liability is assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety.
Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center of the Triumph Register of America. Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of the month at Fuddruckers Restaurant on Kingsbridge Drive, behind the Dayton Mall, unless otherwise noted in the "Marque". General membership
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner starting at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting. Anyone interested is most heartily invited to attend. Triumph car ownership is not
required.
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Minutes, July 2003
Membership Meeting

By… Lois Bigler

JULY MVT MEMBERSHIP MEETING
07-02-03

 Dinner and meeting at Fuddruckers.  32 members attended.
Welcome to Greg and Matt Heidenreich. Also Larry Baygents.

Pres: Thanks for  being here. Good to see folks driving
Triump to meeting.

Vice Pres: Tonda's car done. '57 small mouth TR3. Will see at BCD.
Membership:  52 members.   DUES ARE DUE11111111 If you

have not renewed you will receive the
Marque!!

Treasurer: Gave new balance and shared information regarding
incoming funds and outgoing expenses.

Sec’y:         Minutes of June  meeting  reviewed and approved  as
printed in Marque.

Marque Editor: Discussion of Marque being sent via email. Other
than number of pages to print, all
received without problem. Please have
materials to Mike by 25th of month.

Fudge chair:  No recipes, no fudge.
Events:        TRA National in Auburn In. A fine time was had by

MVT members in attendance.

                     Mid Ohio British show. Tim and Jay attended. Hot
and noisy.

July events:  07-11/12-03 BCD Lem Immeke show in Columbus
                     07-13-03 BCD Cincinnati at Edgewood Park.

Caravan leaving from Frischs on 122 in
                                     Middletown at 9AM. Phil will be leading.
                     07-19-03 Pool Party at Macy household. Info sheet

distributed. Pool temperature is 90
degrees.

                     07-25/27 Riverscape[downtown Dayton[United Irish
of Dayton]WILL THERE BE A
PICTURE OF MIKE IN HIS KILT IN
THE MARQUE????? (~NO!…it was in
the Warren County Observer coverage of
the Waynesville July 5th  parade…..Mike)

August events: 08-03-03 BCD DAYTON
                         08-07/10 -03 VTR and TRF  at Roadster Factory

Summer Party. Check out their website.
Would like to have 1000 cars registered.
Clough family have reservations to
attend.

REVIEW MARQUE AND/OR WEBSITE FOR PARTICULARS
ON EVENTS

Old Business:    Next BCD meeting on 7-15-03 at Poelking Lanes
at 7:30 PM.

 Still in need of volunteers to work all areas.
76 cars pre-registered (~per Skip on July
26th; 150 pre-registered!….Mike), including
10 from from internet. 7-31 will meet at Ball
residence to put shirts in bags. 8-1 will meet
at Eastwood at 6PM, finish stuffing bags,
assign parking areas etc.8-2 gate at
Eastwood Unlocked at 7AM.

New Business:  Ellis Ball volunteered to be event chair. Short
discussion regarding MVT group hosting TRA national
convention in 2005. Possible locations could be Shawnee or
Houston  Woods state park. Send comments, concerns to
Bruce. Frank still receiving TRA mail. Bruce will attempt to
get corrected.

                              50/50 raffle winner-Jerry Simonton
                       Next meeting on  Aug 06 2003 at Fuddruckers

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET RENEWED
MEMBERSHIP,  ITS THAT TIME

Newsletter Editor Comments
By…Mike McKitrick

It has been a busy July with several articles and Tech
Tips….even Event Reports. As of 28th July, 23 members
have signed up for the new Marque. We still don’t have
all members’ cars pictured on our web site. Send me

your photo so your car can be seen!
>>>>>>Also<<<<<<<

PLEASE do not send large files to me for the Marque
or web site before 5 PM.  All of our business e-mails
come to the same e-mail address.

mailto:mmckit@dayton99.com


President’s Corner
August 2003
Well, due to VTR National Convention and TRF Summer
Party I am not going to be at the August Meeting, but I
will be at BCD.  I’m sure you will get along without me!

TR8 finished
The side-pipes for the TR8 are together.  Initial reaction

from everyone except Alice is “Wow”.  Alice’s was
“you’re going to burn your leg on those things”.  Practical

girl – I’ll have to look for asbestos socks!  More details
will be in the September Marque – this month you get to

read about my clutch trials and tribulations.
BCD

Need I say more?  I do?  Okay. 
Be there.  Is that good enough?
No?  Okay.  I don't want to hear anyone whining and
complaining about not seeing any cars or someone not
able to be involved with the hobby, BCD is here.  There!
Pre-registrations are above 150, which I think surpasses
last year's registrations.  Randy isn't there this year due
to a family reunion, but the rest of us, lead by Tonda, will
surely pitch-in to get the job done.  I know I will, in fact,
this year I will also probably be helping the food  -
handing out beverages and cooking things.  Look for me
all over the place, including burping Duncan! 

Now I Know Where Late Model Chryslers Got Their
Styling Cues…

In a nutshell – 2 August 2003, 7AM, be at Eastwood
Metro Park.  Plan on spending the day.  Plan on having
fun!
Afterwards the Ball's have invited us over for a swim. 
Last year this as a real down-home event, with the guys

providing the cannonball show, and the gals sanity.  I
promise no mandolin. (~Thanks, Bruce)

Reminder – the meeting is August 6th at
Fuddruckers, on Kingsridge Dr. across
from Poelking Lanes just south of the

Dayton Mall.  See you there

“Later his sister was arrested for aiding and abetting
reckless living room driving…”

EVENT REPORT: 2003 MVT Pool Party
By…Bruce Clough

All's well that ends well. The Clough's got to the pool
party, just back from the east coast. We got a nice tour
of Steve and Mark's shop, then went back to the Macy's
house for pool party.
Wet time was had by all!

MVT At July Pool Party
––  NNoott  IInn  TThhee  PPiiccttuurree  ––  tthhee  OOwweennss’’ss

SSppiittffiirree



EVENT REPORT: BCD 2003
By…Phil Daye

BCD is here if you are not registered shame on you!!!!!!!
There will be a gathering on Friday Aug 1 at Eastwood
Metro Park to stuff goodie bags and layout parking. If
you want to help please shpw up at 6:30. We will be
needing your help day of show with registration, parking,
and the drinks and food booth. It seems that the usual
people do all the work, I would very much appreciate all
the help you can provide. The MG club usually rins the
food and drinks with their own people, this year they
have asked for our help. I know that Carolyn and Lorna
got people to sign up to help, we know who you are and
thanks. Please just help out for an hour or two with the
food booth. You backyard grillers can show your stuff by
helping out with the cooking.
We are looking forward to a very successful show.
Maybe we will break the 300 number this year. Be there
or be square.

~Phil

EVENT REPORT: Cincy BCD, July 13th

By…Phil Daye

Photo by “fudgeman”

We left Frish's at about 9 A.M. with the following in tow:
Mike & Mara, Mark & Tonda, Roger & Carol, Ellis &
Lorna, Forrest & Audrey, Bruce & Bridget, Alice &
Duncan. Carolyn and I led the caravan Spitfire,TR6,
TR7, TR2, TR3, TR3, Miata, InTRepid. The drive down
was uneventful except for Ellis who
found out that his breaking system works very good.
We all left somewhat early and went to the Ball's for a
swim and surprise birthday party for Lorna. Dick & Barb
were present for this gathering. Lorna received a
surprise cake with tiara and septer. We all had an
enjoyable day at the car show. Weather was pleasant
and nice for topless driving. Bruce placed second in
class TR2/3 and your’s truly placed Second in the
Spit/GT6 class. I hope to see everyone at our show at
Eastwood Metro Park Aug 2nd.

Do not miss this event. It
is our major fund raiser and the only MVT scheduled
event for the month. BE
THERE!!!!!!! Phil

Events 2003

August
Dayton, OH British Car Day!

Events Coordinator Ellis Ball, 937-746-5189 or email at
ballpad@aol.com

•  2nd, BCD 2003, 8:00 AM, Annual British Car Day at
Eastwood Park, Phil Daye, 513-423-8175

•  6th, MEETING, 8:00 PM, Monthly Meeting @
Fuddruckers, Bruce Clough, 937-376-9946

•  9th – 11th, TRF SUMMER PARTY, Roadster Factory
Summer Party, Armaugh, PA, Register by Phone 1-
800-234-1104 Roadster Factory....VTR this year at
the TRF Summer Party! Stan Seto, 800-678-8764

•  24th, RALLY, 12:30 PM, 2nd Annual Roadster Rally,
Rally Masters Drake & Cinda Daum, via e-mail
<drake@miata.net> or <cinda_daum@reyrey.com>
937-427-8466

•  30th, CARSHOW, 4 – 8 PM, Der Dutchman,
Waynesville, OH and it’s Free Admission

To whom it may concern:
I am writing from the office of the Toledo Spitfire
woman's semi-pro football team.  I am in the early
stages of planning the 2004 season and I wanted to try
and have a Triumph/Spitfire night at one of our games.
If this is something that your club would be interested in
please let me know.  We won't have our schedule
released until November but I wanted to try and set
something up before then.  Thank you for your time.  ---
Sarah Dowd-- toledospitfire@earthlink.net



ARTICLES OF INTEREST

.

August 2003: By Bruce Clough (clough@erinet.com)
Cincinnati BCD – Featured Marque?

July 13th, 2003.  Day dawned sunny and cool.  Forecast
high was in the low 80’s.  Are you sure it’s Cinci BCD
day?  Not 95 degrees, 80%
humidity and thunderboomers all around.  Something’s
not quite right!  I’ll take it!  I arranged for us to meet at
the Frisches near Middletown Mall.  Quite a few cars
showed up. TR6’s, 7’s Spits, 3’s, man, they all came.
We were in TR Noir, we being myself and Bridgett –
mom and Doc were in something air conditioned with
room for a stroller.
As usual, the drive down was filled with excitement, this
time the Ball’s went 4-wheeling, getting off the side of
the road due to a cycle turning in front of the caravan.
Quick check showed nothing fell off the car.  We didn’t
want to check Ellis’s pants.  Some things are best left
alone.
Pulling into the park, I headed towards the Early TR
Group, parking right next to John Ewell’s “Triumph
Mutatis”, and just down from Lou Metelko’s TR2 (which I
owned at one time…).  There must have been 12
sidescreen TRs there, but only two TR2’s.

MVT At Work – Setting up the spread. Tonda lays out
the blanket while the Rutledges stare at another blue

car
TR2 was the featured Marque, right?  I was in a TR2,
right?  Anything special for TR2’s or TR2 owners?

Nope. Okay, so I shouldn’t complain.  Aw heck – they at
least could have given us a free water!
…Which we didn’t really need since the weather was
cool.  Heading down with the rest of the Clough’s to the

vendors, I didn’t find any parts of note.  I did run into
Doug Braden NOT selling parts (does a better job on
ebay).  I watched Bridgett make the purchase of the day,
a flamboyant hair ribbon thingy. I watched Alice buy
some shirts.  Me, nothing.  Oh, I did look at a TR7 for
Mike McKitrick – was for sale out in the parking lot.  My
advice – run away or pay $500-1000 less for it!  Mike ran
away.

Sidescreen Row- MVT Cars Are “Pointed” Out.
The rest of the time at the show was pretty, er, boring.  I
chatted away with folks wondering about my wind
deflectors, wondering what the word “NOIR” meant (hint
– it’s French for “black”), thanking Alice for getting real
food for lunch, and watching Doc spit up.  About 2pm all
our fun meters were pegged out, so it was time to head
to Balls and the pool.  Alice & the young-ins left first, I
followed up a few minutes later with the Macy’s
following.
Drive to the Balls was uneventful.  We got there in time
to jump in the pool.  Cannonball Clough was in usual
form – nobody else would join me though! Oh well, float
around the pool and watch Ellis get the food…
…which I never got – just as I got out of the pool,
something hit me, threatening to cause me to erupt from
both ends.  I bid a hasty farewell and drove home, a
torturing drive somewhat made easier by the thought
that all I had to do was lean out to blow chunks, if need
be.   Once at home I went right to bed, and was fine a
few hours later?  Wendy’s chicken sandwich on the
verge of being real bad?  Funny breakfast?  Don’t know
– just know that I made it to Baltimore the next day
without problem. Several observations of the day:

1. I can fog for mosquitoes. I added external oil
feed line to the engine, to increase oil flow to the
head.  It also increased the oil available to go
down worn valve guides. Can you say Blue
Smoke?  I wanted to replace the head this
winter anyway!

2. Top times at the strip were turned by a drag
TR7.  No, it doesn’t have a stock engine in it.
120 mph, times in the low 10’s through the
quarter.

mailto:clough@erinet.com


3. Parts vendors were down.  I’ll have to write an
article about that later – I think I know why.

Epilogue
As I mentioned, we had to take off to Baltimore the next
day.  When we got back there was a nice brown
package at our door.  Inside it was this:

The note said I took second in class.  Sweet – there
were a lot of nice TR’s in that class.  Looks like my upper
and lower GI problems were not for nothing.

That’s it for this month – until later…

    August 2003: By Bruce Clough (clough@erinet.com)
TRF’s  - A-  Coming!

Wouldn’t you know it.  Next month is the big wedge
gathering at the TRF Summer Party/VTR Convention,
and I think the clutch is going out on the 8!

Clutch?  Say it ain’t so Joe!
Eh, wish I could say otherwise.  I was going to my
mandolin lesson one day and 15 minutes into the ride I
had significant “judder” letting out the clutch in 1st or
reverse.   I had noticed it before, last year, but it wasn’t
this bad.  This rattled the teeth and chirped the tires. Not
good.
Up on the lift a quick check of the rear suspension
showed it to be fine, and the driveshaft ditto.  Rats,
couldn’t be something easy!  Never something easy,
never!  Off came the exhaust first. From the looks of it, I
needed to reseal some of the connections anyway.

While pulling the left side headers I noticed that the
clutch line bracket on the left side of the engine wasn’t
attached to a transmission bolt, like it is supposed to be,
but was wedged between the bellhousing and the block
(below).

Position of the clutch line bracket against the face of
the engine block that bolts to the bell housing.  No, it

is not supposed to be like this!
This ain’t right folks.  Now, from the clutch slave cylinder
work of a year ago I knew that goons had worked on this
car – now I know how goony they were.  I don’t know if
that much misalignment would cause weird clutch wear,
but it bode ill for the rest of the dismantlement.
Speaking of the dismantlement, it went fine, even
lowering down the trannie went okay.  Good think my
mom didn’t see that!  It was more a controlled crash than
Hulk lowering it down. After the trannie was safely away
from the car, waiting for a cleaning, I inspected the
clutch assembly in the car, and it wasn’t pretty.  As the
picture below shows, there was uneven wear on the
clutch plate release fingers, which meant that some were
sticking up more than others, which meant that
something is uneven. Measurement of the clutch disc
showed it was fine, so the release assembly is suspect.
And also junk!

Uneven wear evident on the clutch release fingers –
yuck!

Out came the credit card, fast fingers dialed Victoria
British and ordered an entire clutch kit (disc, bearing,

mailto:clough@erinet.com


release assembly) for $189.  Was told it would be there
in a couple of days.
I then went out to the garage and discovered that the
pilot bush in the flywheel was junk also, back to the
phone.  I next discovered that the TR6 clutch alignment
tool wouldn’t work.  Splines were right, pilot hole is too
big on the TR6 – drat.  Back to the phones again…

New Clutch In Place!
Fortunately all the parts kinda showed up at the same
time, and they all fit. The clutch was in place and ready
to go.  The picture above shows the wonderful sight!
Dragging a neighbor over to help, I put in the trannie.
Slid right in and bolted right up.  Rest of the parts went
back on easy – wish other cars were like this!
The virginal drive of the clutch went very good.  Easier
shifting, no judder.  Now to replace a few other bits
getting ready for TRF.  More on that (maybe) in next
month’s Late TR Guy! That’s all for this month.  See
you at the August meeting!

Save $ on Triumph Spares
Mark Macy, MVT

You see this phrase tossed about quite freely in
advertisements from the smaller British auto related
businesses: “Moss Distributor”.  When I first started
scouring Hemming’s and all of the British car magazines
for Triumph bits, I didn’t understand the impact those 2
little words could have on my wallet.  After all, traditional
wisdom says that I’m better off buying direct and
eliminating the ‘middle man’.  What I didn’t realize, until
many thousands of dollars later, was that most (but not
necessarily all) Moss Distributors sell parts at a discount
to Moss’s everyday retail prices.

You might ask, “Why would they do that”?  There are 3
reasons that I can think of. The first answer is to entice
you to order from them instead of directly from Moss.
Moss has a 3 level price structure, with retail (list or
catalog) price being the highest, and what most of you
are paying.  They also offer dealer and distributor
discounts to legitimate businesses (and we had to jump
through hoops to prove this) based on annual sales
volume, which leads us to the second reason that Moss
Distributors sell at a discount.  We need your help to
keep our annual purchases high enough to retain our
discount status (and thus spend less of our own money
on parts for our own cars!).  The third and least
important reason is that we make a few cents on the
spread between distributor cost and your price.  Steve
Emerson and I have chosen to sell special-ordered parts
from Moss off of their dealer price sheet. (Other Moss
distributors may have some other method of determining
the price you will pay.)  Figuring the time involved in
taking the order from a customer, passing it on to Moss,
sorting it all out, invoicing, and then getting the parts into
your hands, I figure we loose a little on each part….but
we make it up on volume!

OK then, why does Moss establish dealers and
distributors who will be undercutting their profit?  My
guess is that it’s easier to process 1 large order for a
distributor than 5 smaller orders from individual
customers.  There’s also market share to consider.  If
they are shipping parts to a distributor, who will pass
those parts on to the British car owner at a discount, that
savings might prevent that owner from placing his order
with TRF or V-B.  I don’t profess to know all of the
nuances of the British car parts business, but it sounds
reasonable.

Now that I have the background out of the way, let’s talk
about how all of this affects you.  There are times when
it is to your advantage to order through a distributor, and
times when you shouldn’t.  The “should not” times are
easy: if you’re in a hurry.  Nothing beats picking up the
phone and having it shipped right to your door when you
needed it yesterday.  Some of the times you should
consider ordering through a distributor are as follows:

1. You’d like to have something small, you’re not in a
big hurry, and the shipping on one item alone would
be ridiculous.  Your order can be combined with
several others to split the shipping, or in many
instances qualify for free shipping to the distributor.
If you can pick up your part from the distributor you
win, even after paying the sales tax.  If you need the
distributor to ship it to your home, you’d probably be
better off  to order it directly from Moss.

2. You need a large number of parts, or you need an
expensive part.  Here the savings add up rather
quickly, and even after paying the sales tax and
even possibly shipping to your door, you’re still
generally way ahead.



Be sure to check with your distributor of choice even if
Moss is having a sale.  At times when they offer specific
parts at sale prices, and also when they offer the
blanket discounts (normally when they issue new
catalogs), the dealers and distributors get additional
savings that can be passed along and you’ll save even
more!  With the requirement that Moss distributors be
legitimate businesses, most will have sources for parts
Moss doesn’t carry as well, so be sure to check with
your local source at any time you don’t want to pay list
price.

For Triumph parts, you can check with Steve and I at
Sporty Car Garage even when you’re in a hurry.  We
are slowly building a TRIUMPH parts inventory for those
emergency repairs (yours AND ours!).  With the cost of
maintaining an inventory there won’t be much of a
discount, but there will be times when it’s better to find
that part in town today than to pay FedEx and wait until
tomorrow for it to arrive.  ~Mark~

TECH TIPS

Original Colors and Triumph Interiors
By …Mark Macy, MVT.

A few months ago, someone on the “Triumph List”
(www.autox.team.net) asked which of “The Big 3”
supplied the most original Triumph interior colors.  As
I’ve had a ‘secondary career’ as an auto trimmer for over
30 years, I felt qualified to answer this one, and I’ll
expand on this topic here for the benefit of my fellow
MVT members.

The short answer is that no one supplies interior kits in
the original colors as used by Standard-Triumph.  Once
in awhile, for the right car and the right color, you might
get lucky.  But don’t count on it.  The reasons for this are
very basic, as I shall explain.

First, if you were to obtain material and color samples
from Moss, TRF, and Victoria British, you’ll find 1-red, 1-
black, 1-tan, 1-blue, and so on.  If you send off to
England and get a sample set from John Skinner (ask
Steve Emerson or myself what right buggers these guys
are to deal with, but that’s another story), you might be
pleased to find that there are 2 choices on some colors.
Now the fact that seems to be overlooked by some TR
owners seeking “original colors” is that each of these
interior kit suppliers are using their same sample set
(and materials) for their Austin Healey interiors, their MG
interiors, and the entire Triumph range from TR2-6!
When you think about it, A-H, MG, Triumph, etc., could
not ‘agree’ on what shade of green paint was actually
British Racing Green, so it’s a sure bet that they weren’t
all using the same interior colors (and textures) from the
end of WWII through the demise of the British Sports
car!  This ‘one shade matches all’ philosophy does make

a strong business case for the interior manufacturers,
but it does not wash with anyone ‘desperately seeking
originality’.

Even Standard-Triumph themselves were not content to
pick one color shade and stick with it.  Take reds for
example.  The TR2/3 red interior was a dark red/maroon.
With the TR3A this was changed to something on the
order of a ‘tomato’ red, and somewhere early on the
TR4’s got a brighter ‘fire-engine’ red.  As I don’t have
much passion for sports cars with roll-up windows, my
research stops here, but I wouldn’t be surprised to find
that altogether different shades of red were used on
TR4A’s and later cars.

So now you might be able to see that one shade of a
particular color might not be appropriate for all British
sports cars, but what about black?  Black is black, right?
Sorry, but it’s not.  Black comes in many shades, just like
the other colors.  One of the 3 suppliers that I regularly
use has 17 different black vinyls in one single product
line that they carry!  Some are a little green,  blue, or
gray, some are shiny and some are  flat.  Then there are
also significant differences in grain texture. When you
get them side-by-side, the mismatch is easy to spot.  If I
were to compare every black that is available from just
my normal sources, I’ll bet the number of choices with a
discernable difference is close to 40!

Considering this vast array of choices in interior colors,
textures, and materials, I’d like to make the following
suggestion:  If you are going to purchase an interior kit
for your car, buy everything from the same source, and
get it all at the same time.  The people who are sewing
the kits are not making the vinyl or tanning the hides, but
they rely on someone else to supply their raw materials.
Just as Triumph was known to substitute parts when
supplies ran short, the interior manufacturers would not
hesitate to substitute materials if their primary supplier
runs into a problem.  If you buy your seats this year and
the side panels next, they won’t necessarily match.

This is a topic that I could go on and on about, but rather
than have “The Marque” double in size this month, I’ll
save the piping color, vinyl/leather match, kit fit, and
carpet material discussions for another time.  When I’m
not away flying a corporate jet, I run an auto restoration
shop in Springfield with Steve Emerson (MVT-TR3B).
I’m also the MVT TR2/3 consultant, but please feel free
to call me with any restoration questions you might have
(even if your car does have roll up windows!).  Work
(937) 322-6223  Home (937) 849-1320.

http://www.autox.team.net/


More Originality and Triumph Interiors
Part II
By… Mark Macy, MVT.
LEATHER / VINYL MATCH: One of the toughest
challenges in auto trim is to match the color and grain on
a piece of manufactured vinyl with a naturally grown and
artificially dyed piece of leather. Once in a great while
you might get lucky and find close matches in stock and
ready to go, but more often than not you will need to find
a vinyl color that’s close, then have a hide specially dyed
and grain matched to the vinyl. (This is exactly what Joe
Richards had to do for the Geranium interior in TS1LO).
Some kit manufacturers have done a good job of getting
"close" on some colors, while others have missed it by a
mile. Some TR3’s with brown/tan interiors offer the best
example of a poor leather/vinyl match. One of "The Big
3" (who shall remain nameless) is supplying seat kits
with "antiqued" vinyl (a dark stain has been wiped into
the grain), and non-antiqued leather. From 10 feet it
looks OK, but any closer and the mis-match is quite
obvious. See the photo below, or look around at the next
show. Someone in Concours at TRA this year is
probably mad because I made a big "quality" point
deduction for using this poorly matched seat kit when
better choices were available. The bottom line here is to
obtain samples before you order, and then check the
actual kit components before it’s too late to return it.

As I said in the first article, I could go on and on about
interiors, but I’m going to ‘milk’ this topic for three
articles, so I’ll save the discussion of seat kit fitting and
carpet materials for the next time.

Time to finish my dissection of Triumph interior kits (from
an originality perspective) that was started in the June
issue of "the Marque". That first article was primarily
about color, and this time I’ll touch on piping color, and
vinyl/leather match.
PIPING: Obtaining the correct piping color for a TR2 is
easy, it matches the upholstery color. Late TR3A/B and
TR4/4A are easy as well, because all piping is white. But
much confusion exists regarding correct piping colors for
the TR3 and early TR3A’s, and none of "The Big 3"
offers many correct combinations. My Moss sales rep
admitted to me that because it’s confusing, and to
simplify inventory, they just "picked" something and
assumed that they are "as correct as anyone else"! After
reading conflicting information in Moss, V-B, and TRF
catalogs, I was confused myself, so I started researching
‘The Piping Question’ several years go. Once I started
looking, it wasn’t that tough to fill in most of the ‘holes’
and document this information, so my guess is that
"inventory simplification" (as with color shades) is the
main reason that "correct" color combinations are not
readily available.
"Contrasting piping" was introduced "for some colors"
with the arrival of the TR3. This "contrasting" piping was
either white or cream (up to Sept. 1958, approx.
TS37000). The cream (off white) is the most prevalent

on these early cars, but it is not available from any of the
usual places. All contrasting piping after TS37000
(approx.) was white, and at some time between
TS37000 and TS50000 the last of the colors with non-
contrasting piping were eliminated (exception: Targa
Purple). The chart below lists all of the known variations
and approximate change points. TS8637 is the first TR3,
TS22014 is the first TR3A.
Color / Piping Beginning Comm # Ending Comm #
Lt. Grey / Lt. Grey TR2 TS37000
Silverstone Grey / White TS37000 TS77000
Stone / Stone (Leather only) TR2 TS22013
Beige / Beige TS22014 TS37000
Brown(tan) / Cream TS8637 TS37000
Brown(tan) / White TS37000
‘Dark’ Red / Cream TS8637 TS22013
‘Tomato’ Red / Cream TS22014 TS37000
‘Tomato, Red / White TS37000 TR4
Blue / Cream TS8637 TS22013
Blue / White TS22014
Vermillion / Cream TS8637 TS22013
Targo Purple / Targo Purple TS37000 TS77000
Black / White TS10801*
The TRA judging standards and restoration guide does
not list black as being available on the earliest TR3’s. I’ll
have to dig deeper into this one.



And Now For Something Entirely
Different

Waiting for you.....
Read and scroll to the very end......

As I lay on my bed, thinking about you, I feel this strong
urge to grab you and squeeze you, because I can't
forget last night. You came to me unexpectedly during
the balmy and calm night, and what happened in my bed
still leaves a tingling sensation in me.

You appeared from nowhere and shamelessly, without
any reservations, laid on my naked body...you sensed
my indifference, so you applied your hungry mouth to me
without any guilt or humiliation, and you drove me near
crazy while you drained me. Finally I went to sleep.

Today when I woke up, you were gone, I searched for
you but to no avail, only the sheets bore witness to last
night's events. My body still bears faint marks of your
enthusiastic ravishings, making it harder to forget you.
Tonight I will remain awake waiting for you

... you damn mosquito!!!
~Marlene

AND THE # 1 THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  You read
about all these terrorists. Most of them came here
legally, but they hung around on their expired  visas----
some for as long as 10-15 years!  Now, compare this to
Blockbuster.  If you're two days late with a video, these
people are all  over you.
Let's put Blockbuster in charge of immigration. ~Fr3nk

Finally :



SECOND ALL-DAYTON ROADSTER RALLY
August 24, 2003

Calling All Roadsters!    Calling All Roadsters!

Come join the Miami Valley Miata Club, fellow Open-Air Enthusiasts, and mingle with all makes and models of roadsters in Dayton’s
second All-Roadster Rally !!

This FREE event is open to any 2-seat convertible sports car – not just Miatas.  Come join us in your Alfa Romeo,
Thunderbird, Porsche Boxster, Corvette, MR2, S2000, Triumph, MG, Metropolitan, BMW Z-3, Viper, Jaguar, Fiat, Austin
Healey … You get the idea !

This is an observation-style fun rally designed to allow you to enjoy beautiful weather, great roads, nice scenery, and good
company.  No experience necessary!  Simply follow the written route instructions, look for answers to questions along the
drive, and compete with your fellow rallyists for bragging rights (and prizes).  Plan on an afternoon of driving and
discovery followed by an awards ceremony and an opportunity for a casual dinner or snack at the end of the rally.

This event is Rain or Shine, so keep your fingers crossed for bright, blue skies !!

This year’s Rally is again hosted by the Miami Valley Miata Club and sponsored nationally by MAZDA & locally by
Lang’s Mazda in Beavercreek.

WHEN:  12:30 pm on Sunday, August 24, 2003.  First car out at 1:00 pm.
WHERE:  Marion’s Piazza (937-832-0333), 404 West National Road (Rt 40), Englewood, OH..  Meet in the parking

lot near McDonald’s.
BRING: Pencil, clipboard, copilot to help with navigation, and a sense of adventure and humor !
COST: No charge !!
RSVP: By August 20, 2003, to Rally Masters Drake & Cinda Daum, via e-mail <drake@miata.net> or

<cinda_daum@reyrey.com> or call 937-427-8466.

We look forward to seeing you and your beautiful car on August 24th at Marion’s Piazza in Englewood !!

WHAT IS AN OBSERVATION-STYLE FUN RALLY ?

A road rally is not a race or a speed contest, but rather a test of driving and navigating skill.  Each team, composed of a driver and a
navigator, follows written instructions that indicate what roads to follow and where to turn to stay on course.  All normal traffic laws
must be obeyed.

An Observation-style Fun Rally is NOT a race or speed contest.  Please obey all Ohio traffic laws.

A Fun Rally is just what the name implies -- FUN !  This is a very relaxed, laid-back event designed to enjoy driving your
car with friends.  You will experience beautiful, scenic back roads in a leisurely fashion without a high degree of rally-
induced stress.  (Please do not kill your partner -- the prizes really aren't worth that !)

Some of the route instructions may be mildly cryptic and humorous (The Fun Part) and may require you to solve a riddle or two.  The
challenge is to stay on-course and avoid accumulating any more mileage than absolutely necessary to drive the exact rally route.  The
exact course mileage is a secret !  Be wary about following other rally participants -- they may be lost, too!  It’s more fun to drive the
course on your own.  Just go with your instincts and follow the route instructions carefully.

Each car will be issued a sealed Panic Envelope to be opened ONLY in the event you become hopelessly lost, engaged in an
extremely heated argument, or just want to sacrifice your chances to win a prize in favor of getting to the food faster.  You must turn
in the Panic Envelope with your answer sheets at the end of the rally.  Any tampering with the sealed envelope is grounds for
disqualification.



Along the way, your powers of detection will be tested (The Observation Part).  Intermixed among the route instructions will be
questions of various point values, depending on the degree of  difficulty in finding the answers.  By remaining alert to your
surroundings as you drive, you can find the answers along the rally route.  Answers can be found in plain sight anywhere from the 9
o'clock position (left side of the car) to the 3 o'clock position (right side of the car).  Looking straight out your windshield is the 12
o'clock position.  You will not have to look behind you to find an answer.

The winning team will be determined by a formula involving the highest number of accumulated points based on rally
course mileage, overall time, and correct answers to the rally questions (there is no penalty for guessing).  There will be a
generous amount of time allowed to complete the rally.  But the official rally time is a secret and finishing too early will be
penalized much more severely than coming in late (read:  NO speeding).  In the case of a tie in total points, the car
closest to the correct course mileage will be declared the winner. Decision of the Rally Master is final. No whining allowed.

DRIVE SAFELY, ENJOY THE SCENERY, AND GOOD LUCK !!!
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