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E-CHECK

Collector cars won't be exempt.

Dayton Daily News, Sunday December 7, 1997
Submitted by John E. Clark

Having collector’s license plates on their vehicles will no longer exempt
motorist from mandatory emissions testing.

Since mid-November, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the
state Bureau of Motor Vehicles have been enforcing a provision of state law
they previously had overlooked. The inadvertent omission allowed thousands
of drivers to avoid E-Check tests.

“It wasn’t so much a loophole in the law as it was an oversight in
implementation,” Harvey McCleskey, chief of the bureau’s registration divi-
sion, said Thursday. ‘ ‘

The auto emissions testing law that went into effect in 1996 exempts a
licensed collector’s vehicle from ongoing E-Check testing.

However, the exemption is supposed to apply only after such a vehicle
passes an initial E-Check test. The problem arose because the EPA and the
BMYV allowed cars receiving collector’s plates to skip the test.

The number of motorist requesting collector’s license plates statewide
increased from 3,811 1in 1995 to 11, 089 in 1996 and to 11,211 through August
31, the Akron Beacon Journal reported Thursday.

That’s nearly a 300 percent increase with 95 percent of the plates being
requested by motorist in the 14 Ohio counties where the E-Check test is
mandatory.

The test is required for motorists in Summit, Portage, Medina, Cuyahoga,
Lake, Lorain, Geauga, Montgomery, Greene, Hamilton, Butler, Clark, Clermont
and Warren counties.

McClesky said the bureau noticed a problem when it had to hire temporary
employees to keep up with the number of requests for collector’s plates.

Collector cars now are being given the required E-Check test initially, and
all vehicle owners in the 14 E-Check counties who received collector’s plates
for the first time after January 1, 1996, will be required to have their vehicles
tested for emissions before they can renew their registrations.

A motorist can ask for collector’s plates if a vehicle is worth at least $100
and is “owned, operated, collected, preserved, restored, maintained or used
essentially as a collector’s item... but not as the owner’s principal means of
transportation,” state law says.
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Lucas: Prince of Darkness—(or Master of the Occult)

About four years ago, we bought a TR7. We had originally seen a TR8 at the
National VTR convention in Boulder, Colorado and Diane fell in love with it. She
finally got tired of waiting for me to find the “right” 8 at the “right price so we started
looking for a TR7. Ron Wynne found a pretty nice one in Dayton for us, and we ended
up buying it. We had minor body work and a repaint done and things were going along
fairly well. Then, of course, it started to need the expected minor work. First, the
temperature sensor died. It indicated the car was overheating (a deal knell for TR7's).
Ichecked the system, found nothing wrong, and was getting anxious when the gage died
completely. Put in a new sensor and promptly broke off the male spade trying to hook
the wiring back up. Fortunately, Smyth’s has a whole bunch of them in stock. After
installing the sensor, things seemed to be going along pretty well, temperature stayed
right in the middle of the gage. Then we started smelling gasoline and the mileage went
noticeably downhill. So I replaced all the rubber tubing in the gas manifold. Still
smelled gas. Replaced the fuel pump-seemed to be O.K. Then last spring after sitting
out all winter and not being driven mush, things got really weird. It started to overheat
again—according to the gage; it would soar up to about 75% of the gage and then come
back down. There didn’t seem to be a pattern to it. It would overheat and then come back
down at idle. If you didn’t have to sit in traffic, it didn’t overheat at all. Checked the
system again—seemed to be O.K. Simultaneously, the car started to miss, spit, and
backfire in reverse going up hill. That’s right, on level ground or down hill it would go
just fine. But go up hill backwards and it was sure to quit. Intermittently, the dash lights
would not come on and the right headlight would sometimes not come on. Then one
day, driving along, the brake failure light came on—this is serious. I thoroughly
checked out the braking system and there was no apparent problem. Fluid level fine,
pads fine, no leaks anywhere, and plenty of pedal. So here I was with adecaying carand-
a wife that can’t drive her beloved purple wedge. I finally decided to tackle the whole
shebang over the Thanksgiving Holiday. First, I decided to change the thermostat since
that’s pretty straight-forward and easy, even though the symptoms were not the
classical symptoms of a failed thermostat. Of course, I’ ve only had one other thermostat
fail on me and the car heated up so quickly there was nodoubt what was wrong. Anyway,
Ireplaced the thermostat, added coolant, and took the German Shepherd for a 60 mile -
ride. Temp didn’t get above the first mark—25% of the gage. Shepherd almost caused
an accident by getting up on the parcel shelf and then not being able to get down. All
things considered, I think he likes the TR3 better—he can get into the little back seat
and stick his head out my side. But the carran great. In the past week, I’ ve been driving
itto work and several unexplainable things have happened. The brake failure light does
not come on anymore, the dash lights work, and by golly the car will goup hillinreverse.
Turns out the high beam on the passenger side is burned out; but the low beams work
just fine. Now I don’t know how changing the thermostat could possibly have affected
these other systems; but remember the temp sensor is electric and the wiring is British,
so maybe an excess current draw might...?, or maybe the engine compartment was
overheating causing the other problems, or it’s a routine example of the Chaos theory.
At any rate, the car is running well now (knock wood) so it looks like I won’t have to
sacrifice a virgin (where could I find one anyway?) to the Lucas God. But next time for
this kind of trouble, I'll get an 8.

Frank Ciboch



