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President’s Corner September 2004

 

The By-Laws –We would like to ratify them at the September meeting. I’ve not received any comments
since the middle of June, so I’m assuming you’ve all had a chance to look them over and are reasonably
satisfied.

TRA turned out to be a pretty good meet. The joint MG Club/Miami Valley Triumph

British Car Days was an even more spectacular event, we had over 300 cars join us, the weather was
just unbelievable (and so were some of the cars) and I heard we ran out of food!! The cars were the big
thing. A solid variety of new and old, and many different makes of car. The awards were well received,
especially the ones given the class winners. Hard to know what we’re going to do for next year. Hats off
to all those who helped put this together, and a big "well-done" to Randy Wakefield for the car
registration work, which was a big help in sorting out some of the vote counting and who was in each
class, after judging was complete.

Let’s hope the weather has settled down to the usual hot, humid and dry of summer, which should make
the pool party a big success.

Of some note was the fact that Skip, MG Club, invited a Miata Club to come out and look. They did, and
bought about fifteen to twenty cars. They parked in the parking lot and walked in. I say if Skip invites
them next year we ought to have corral parking for them in the front area of our show. That would
certainly help the parking lot problem and all those bicyclers who come early to exercise.

School’s starting as we run up onto September, keep any eye out for the little people as you drive around
your towns and subdivisions.

I think Spitfires (and GT6"s ) are the dominant car in the club……Should we be thinking about a change
to the Club name, like MVS (Miami Valley Spitfires)??

See you in a Wednesday…. And remember, we own ‘em to drive’em, drive your Little British Car!!!!!!

Thanks for your attention……Stan

President's Corner



 

Membership Meeting
Minutes August '04

Here's where we document what went on during the last membership meeting.
If anything is missing or incorrect...you know who to blame or comment to.

Lois Bigler bigday@erinet.com 937-253-1580
View Previous Month's Minutes here

August MVT MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
08-08-04

Members and Carols friend

New member Chuck White. Has a 67 TR 4A.

Condolences to Sue Bell on her mothers death and to
Mitch Stacy on his fathers death

Pres: Meeting called to order by Stan.. Please pick up a copy
of the proposed by-laws.

We should vote on them at September meeting. Is there any
interest in having guest speakers at MVT meetings?

Stan would like to have emails from members with
information regarding driving Triumphs: miles driven, time,
places gone. Stan plans to use to calculate for awards.

Vice Pres: Some leftover TRA business. Final bills have
arrived. Final accounting will be accomplished when Last
checks have cleared account and account is closed [probably
will have around $1400 for our Club]. Awards given to
esteemed volunteers.

Membership:39 members. 2 renewals, 1 new member

Treasurer: Updated treasury amounts.

Sec’y: Minutes of July meeting approved as printed in
Marque.

Marque Editor/Website: Nothing new to report.

Events: Stan and Bruce reported on Canadian Classic,
received several awards. Mark reported on Cincinnati

BCD, 6 MVT Triumphs and Miati, 2 awards Macys and
Biglers went to Celina to Amphicar show.

Ted reported on VTR in Richmond Va.. Don reported on
Mad Dogs and Englishmen

AUGUST 6 BCD SET UP 6:00 PM at Eastwood

7 Dayton British Car Day

14 Clough ranch 10:00 Take apart the Spitfire

21 MVT Pool Party at Ball Homestead, RSVP by Aug 17

SEPTEMBER 12 North Coast Triumphs British Car Show
Aurora Oh

17-19Indy British Motor Day Indianapolis In Featured
marque is Spitfire and GT6

19 Dayton Concours Boonshoft Museum

25-26 2004 Michigan British Reliability Run

REVIEW MARQUE AND/OR WEBSITE FOR
PARTICULARS ON EVENTS: Old Business: BCD

–Randy reports that 157 vehicles are registered, ahead of
previous years preregistration.

Stan getting calls wanting to know if too late to register.
Never too late, just won’t

Get a t-shirt with registration.

REMINDER help needed on Friday evening to set up field,
stuff bags, etc. 6:00 PM.

For Saturday need coolers with bag of ice!!!!!

New Business: None or at least secretary doesn’t have any
notes on new business.

50/50 winner Lorna Ball

Next meeting on September 1, 2004 at Fuddruckers

REMEMBER YOUR NAME BADGE!!!!!!!

Home | President's Corner | Meeting Minutes | Archived Minutes | MVT Calendar | Articles of Interest | Technical Tips | Other Triumph CLub Newsletters
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Articles of Interest
We hope so.....

September '04

This is the place for general articles of interest (even whimsy and such)
for the members of the Miami Valley Triumph Club.
We'll try and keep the technical tips in "Tech Tips".

If you have articles of interest you deem worthy of the membership,
Please email the article to: news@miamivalleytriumphs.org

or
mail to:  MVT News, P. O. 144, Bellbrook, OH 45305

Save Money $$ on Triumph Spares!!!

Hemmings Launches new Magazine

The Latest in the saga of Early TR Man!
August 2004

July 2004
June 2004
All, to date

Late TR Guy!
August 2004
All, to date

Buyer & Seller Beware!

Judging Standards and Restoration Guidlines - TR2-3
Copied from TRA Website

August 13, 2004

A recent history of bad-luck cars
 Remember the Vega?

 Jim Mueller
 CanWest News Service

It's Friday the 13th, a scary day for superstitious people. It's also a time 
to remember bad-luck cars.

 Think about the naive buy that broke your heart so long ago. The bad
karma  lemon you got sucked into?

 A wobbly Tempo. A Vega tail-smoker.

 "Fill the oil and check your gas?" said the smart aleck pump jockey in
1974,  when you pulled up in your snappy, three-month-old Vega GT.

 The early '70s Vauxhall Firenza imported by GM was a pip, too. And
who could  forget LeCar by Renault. You needed a tetanus shot to climb
inside that  baby.

 We're talking a serious rust-bucket.

 Stew Low, a General Motors spokesman, is hesitant to do a rip job on 
bad-luck GM models -- even those that haven't been built for a

Mr. Charania also tells of jacking certain cars up on a hoist -- only to 
have the hoist itself punch through rusted-out floors. "The Pinto and 
Bobcat, yes, they rusted after three or four years. The Tempo, too. They 
rotted away. Hoist legs would go right through the floors."

 The mere mention of the Hyundai Pony elicits chuckles from all of the 
experts. Matt Caplan, at Canadian Tire, says Hyundai sold a load of
Ponys at  $6,000 a crack from the mid-1980s -- but they were put
together poorly.  Premature brake wear and rust were the primary
problems he saw. "Ponys six  months old came in with rotting brake
parts. Everything rusted on that car.  The front end, the exhaust system,
the brake lines. And the rust came on  quickly."

British rides are another story.

 How many poor saps were left stranded by MGs, Triumphs and Jaguars
in the  1970s? Think back to spotty electrical systems and engines prone
to  boil-over. Not to mention finicky carburetors.

 Eric Mason of English Motors in Ottawa knows old Brit iron. He says
improper  maintenance was often the root of chronic problems. "The
Lucas [electrical]  system had capacity for 40 to 50 watts, and other
systems were designed for  60 and 65 watts," he says. "That was a
problem. There wasn't enough capacity  to handle what they were asked
to do. And body shops wouldn't disconnect
and  reconnect them correctly after doing work -- and that would do
damage.  "The starting systems on British cars also were complicated.
The SU  carburetors performed well -- if operated correctly. They were
very simple.  A single-jet design. But people would use the choke and
then also pump the  gas pedal -- and that caused instant flooding. There
was no need to pump the  gas. But nobody paid attention," he says.

 "Older Jaguars required drivers to change thermostats. They had a
summer  thermostat rated for 160 degrees [Fahrenheit] and a winter
thermostat rated  for 180 degrees -- but nobody bothered to change them,
and then they'd
 wonder why there were problems. What I loved most was an owner with
a  workshop manual coming in. That meant he'd been trying to make his
own  adjustments and had upset everything. And I'd have to make the
repairs."

 Mr. Mason points to one absolute stinker of a British car.

 "The Triumph TR-7-was difficult. The whole car was a failure. It had
bad  suspension components. The carburetor system was poor. There are
still a few  around -- but not many."

 (Ottawa Citizen)

Articles of Interest
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generation.  "No question cars are better today," he admits. "Name any
brand. Build  quality is superior."

 Yeah, but what about the Chevy Vega or the Chevette?

 Fess up, now.

 "Wait a minute," he says, "the Chevette was a good car. Don't include
the  Chevette. You see them around still. They're bulletproof. They had a
problem  early on with front-end sag, but all the front-end shops figured
out how
to  fix them, and they've run forever. Remember the Chevette diesel?
That one  got 55 to 60 miles per gallon."
 OK, and the Vega?

 Bad-luck ride there?

 "No doubt, there were issues with engine reliability," he admits. "You'd
get  80,000 miles on a first engine with a Vega. It was an aluminum
block with no  sleeves in the cylinders and there was scoring -- and
they'd burn oil. And
 there were valve seal problems. I owned a Pontiac Astre [Canadian
Vega]  wagon when I was in school and drove it into the ground pulling
boats and  snowmobiles. I ended up installing a used motor and driving
the Astre a  couple more years. I didn't think it was a bad-luck car at all." 
Nazib Charania, owner of B&N Transmission in Ottawa, says the Vega
and Astre  were "always a disaster." But he and his brother Brian saw
even more 1980s  Dodge Omnis and Plymouth Horizons come through
the shop.

 "The Omni and Horizon had a VW engine," he explains. "Engines were
not the  problem. With the transmissions -- differential pins would walk
themselves  out and tear up the whole transmission case. This happened
between 30,000
 and 40,000 miles, and repairs were expensive -- often more than the car
was  worth."
 

 National Post 2004
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Caveat Emptor et Venditor (Buyer AND Seller BEWARE)

BY HOWARD BAUGUES, Editor-Spitfire & GT6 Magazine

Reprinted by permission of the Spitfire & GT6 Magazine [www.triumphspitfire.com]

OK, you have finally made the decision to sell off one of your prized cars (or car parts). You consider using an online auction,
but think the fees are too high, or don’t want the hassle. You decide to use any one of hundreds of online classified ad sites,
like the one offered by the Spitfire/GT6 magazine at www.triumphspitfire.com. You take several photographs and post them to
a web site for easy viewing. You fill out the online form to offer your car for sale at a fair price, and sit back and wait for offers.
You start getting email inquiries of the general nature for good-hearted folk interested in your car. Then you receive an offer or
request for "bottom dollar" or "final price". Ok, no problem, you listed the car for $7500 but will take $6500 for it. The offer
comes back from an out-of-country broker or agent representing a client who is in the market for your type of car, and sounds
excited that it has finally been found.

The broker informs you that the money will be sent by express courier service, such as FedEx or UPS, and when the cashier’s
check is received, you will be informed how to proceed with document and car transfer. While waiting for the cashier’s check,
or after the check arrives, the broker informs you that either the foreign buyer has a returned cashiers check for slightly more
than agreed, or his secretary has sent a cashiers check for more than agreed, purely by accident, and a simple solution is
offered. The broker suggests that you deposit the cashiers check into your bank account, and wire or send the overage to a
shipping agent near the coast along with the title and Bill of Sale for the car. The shipping agent will arrange to pick up your
car and ship it to the out-of-country broker, and the shipping fees will be covered by the overage you send. The buyer even
suggests you wait till the cashiers check clears before wiring the money. Good deal right?

WRONG!

You have just been taken by a new twist to an old game. COUNTERFEIT Cashier’s checks. The cashier’s check is an
elaborate counterfeit and it takes the bank longer than usual to discover the fake. The seller thinks they have received a good
check and send out the "extra" cash. A few days to a few

weeks later the bank notifies the seller the cashier’s check is a counterfeit and removes the check amount from the seller’s
account. The seller has lost the "extra" cash. The broker and/or foreign buyer were never interested in your car in the first
place. They were only interested in scamming you out

of several thousand dollars.

Can you protect yourself against this?

YES, by being an informed seller.

First, never accept a check for more than the agreed amount. If the deal sounds too good to be true, it probably is!

Second, be prepared to seek assistance in the transaction. Most international transactions for goods

involve a middle man, a neutral party to act as escrow and confirm that both the payment and the item being sold are
legitimate. They charge a fee for their service, but the extra protection is well worth it.

What if the buyer suggests to use an escrow service he is familiar with? That sounds safe, doesn’t it?

DON’T DO IT!

Another scam being played out is fake escrow facilities or fake banks, that look legit, but take your money, or car, and run.
While we have grown accustomed to using many online services because of their ease of use, any transaction to buy or sell a
vehicle should be handled in a professional way, and with trusted people. Get your local hometown bank involved. Ask them to
recommend a trusted escrow service so you know you are safe. Most will offer recommendations for free to their customers,
and some larger chain banks may offer the escrow service themselves. Either way, when the transaction has been completed,
and you have your money in hand, and the buyer has the car in their possession, you

both will be happy it was handled this way. So these days, not only does the buyer have to protect themselves against buying
items represented as "better than they really are", the seller must protect themselves against fraud and scams.

When I heard of this scam almost happening to someone I know, I was surprised and started researching it. I was even more
surprised to find that this type of scam has been going on for a few years and still claims victims every month, even after being
covered by many big city newspapers and two major TV networks. Either the word is not getting out to everyone, or some
folks believe they are too savvy to be taken, and try to go for the "too good to be true" deal. The magazine website now
displays a page warning would-be sellers to watch for scams of this nature, and soon, will provide a link to this article, and to

Buyer & Seller Beware



other Scam prevention websites. This scam can happen on any classified website,

and on any online auction site. Use caution and common sense on all online deals. !

Some noteworthy websites to aid in information concerning these and other scams:

http://www.secretservice.gov/alert419.shtml http://www.scambusters.org/ http://www.scamshield.com/

http://www.consumeraffairs.com/news04/check_scam.html https://www.intergov.org/forms/wp_crimereport.html

http://www.scam.com/
http://www.crimes-of-persuasion.com/Nigerian/purchase_used_cars.htm

http://www.ckfraud.org/counterfeitcks.html

Note: The above information is provided for informational purposes only. The information contained is not intended
to be legal advice, nor a substitute for obtaining legal advice from competent, independent legal

counsel. It also is not designed or intended to be relied upon as authoritative financial, investment or professional
advice. It is simply a common sense warning.

Buyer & Seller Beware



Hemmings Launches New Collector Car Magazine

By Mark Macy, MVT-VP

I may own a bunch of Triumphs, but I’m an old car guy at

heart. I can see the potential (or not) of old cars and trucks resting in a
field, I marvel at the assembly details of an un-restored original that
while tattered and worn can still be driven and enjoyed, and I can always
appreciate the effort and craftsmanship that went into any restored or
rodded vehicle. I firmly believe that growing up around my
grandfather’s Sunoco station in the days of leaded gasoline did in fact
cause brain damage that has left me hopelessly addicted to automobiles.

Having this automotive monkey on my back leads me to read as much
car related history and restoration details as I can get my hands on. There
isn’t much new Triumph information being published today, so I satisfy
my addiction by devouring everything automotive. To this purpose, I
previously subscribed to Special Interest Auto’s (SIA), a bi-monthly
magazine from Hemmings. It contained interesting info on all kinds of
mainstream and obscure cars, and did a good job of presenting a wide
variety of things automotive.

Hemmings made the decision to ‘retire’ SIA a few months ago, and in its
place comes "Hemmings Classic Car", a new large format publication
with glossy pages and no shortage of excellent full color photography.
"Hemmings Classic Car" is an all-American collector car magazine, so
you won’t find any Triumphs featured, but for car people like myself

with a wide variety of automotive interests it’s a very rewarding read. And now the best part, "Hemmings Classic Car" is a
monthly publication! That’s great, because Issue 1, Volume 1 has just arrived in my mailbox, and I can’t wait for volume 2
to get here!

Cover price is quite a bargain at only $3.99, and should be available on any of the "better" newsstands. If you happen to
see a copy for sale, I highly recommend that you pick it up and give it a try. Better still, subscriptions are only $18 per year
and available on line at www.hemmings.com or by calling 1-800-227-4373 ext 550. I think you’ll like it!

 

Hemmings Launches New Collector Car Magazine



Information below copied from the TRA website. For more info go to:
www.triumphregister.com/NewsEvents.html

TRA JUDGING STANDARDS AND RESTORATION GUIDELINES
NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE, AT NO CHARGE!

 
Dear TRA Members:

During TRA 2004, the TRA membership voted to make the Judging Standards and Restoration
Guidelines Manual available via the website to all TRA members as well as other Triumph TR2-3
enthusiasts.  The PDF file is the current TRA Guide and can be downloaded through this website (1 Mb). 
Printed copies will no longer be available for purchase.  (However, printed copies of the TR4 manual will
continue to be available via orders to Lou.)

Since 1993, about 450 of the TR2/3 manuals have been sold. Sales volume has tapered off to a dozen or
so a year the past few years.  The light volume makes the production and distribution of the manual

increasingly costly.  On the other hand, the decision to make the manual available on-line will allow

members who purchased years ago to access the most recent version.  Also hopefully, new addenda will
be encouraged if some of the pain associated with the production are removed.

Enjoy, everyone!!!

 

John Gabel

TRA Chief Judge                        

Download the TR2/3 TRA Judging Standards and Restoration Guidelines Manual!

Judging Standards and Restoration Guidlines

http://www.triumphregister.com/NewsEvents.html
http://www.triumphregister.com/TRA%20Guide%20Binder%202004.pdf


 

 

Don & Lois's TR 7

  MVT Calendar of Events   

 September 2004  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

   1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30   

       

 

January February March April May June

July August September October November December

Event Details:

1st;  Monthly Membership Meeting

The Central Region Spit-Together of the North American Spitfire Squadron is scheduled for
Sept. 17 th - 19 th in Indianapolis, IN, and will tie in on Sunday with the Indy British Motor Day
car show held at Arbuckle Acres on SR267 in Brownsburg, IN.  Two of the features marquees
for the Indy British Motor Day are the Spitfires & GT6s.

 

Applications available online: www.nasshq.org/ftpfiles/Indyforms.pdf

19th; Dayton Concours d'Elegance Boonshoft Museum

25 - 26th; 2004 Michigan British Reliability Run   More Info

MVT Calendar
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The Miami Valley Triumph Club Officers

President Stan Seto 513-683-7974 stans@fuse.net
Vice President Mark Macy 937-849-1320 pmmacy@att.net

Secretary Lois Bigler 937-253-1580 BigDay@erinet.com
Treasurer Carolyn Day 937-423-8157 pdaye@cinci.rr.com

Events Bruce Clough/Ellis Ball
937-376-9946
937-746-5189

clough@erinet.com
ballpad@aol.com

Membership Carol Rutledge 937-399-1003 ilikedqmalts@prodigy.net
 

Historian

--Non-Elected--

Dan Stinson

 

937-254-5955

 

d.l.stinson@earthlink.net
Marque Editor/
Web Manager

Mike McKitrick 513-897-1566 kmmckit@sbcglobal.net

    
    

The Miami Valley Triumph Club Officers
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