
Events 
OCTOBER 

October 4 

October 11 

Fall Tour/Rally 97. (See separate ad for details.) 

MVT Electrical Tech Session. (See separate ad for details.) 

October 18-19 Oktobertour '97, Pilgrimage to Auburn, Indiana. 
(See separate ad for details.) 

Miami Valley Triumph Board Meeting 
7:30 pm 

Third Wednesday of the month 
Poelkings Lane South on Kingsridge 

By-Laws Change-
At the September membership meeting consideration was given to the proposed 
change for Section 4.2. 

Section 4.2 "Board Meetings" to read as follows: 
The Board shall meet at a location and time printed in the Marque. 

Additional meetings may be set as the Board deems necessary. 

This proposed change was voted down because it did not contain a phrase to the 
effect that the Board should meet monthly. A new change was proposed: 

Section 4.2 "Board Meetings" to read as follows: 
The Board shall meet once a month at a location and time printed in the 

Marque. Additional meetings may be set as the Board deems necessary. 
There is just one problem. The editor met with Ray and Mary Bolich and 

mentioned what happened, above. Mary commented that deleting "once a month" 
was deliberate on the part of the Board because there is at least one month 
(December) when the Board does not meet. So they did not want the constitutional 
requirement of a monthly meeting. It looks to the editor that the membership may 
now want to consider rejecting the newly proposed change, above, and do a return 
vote to the earlier proposed change, as shown above as the first proposed change. 
Absentee ballots voting for or against the proposed change to Section 4.2 can be 
sent to: 

The Marque, 1754 Lindenhall Drive, Loveland, OH 45140 
Per Section 10 "Amendments to By-Laws: The By-Laws may be amended at any 
regular membership meeting of the MVT provided the notice of change is printed 
in the prior issue of The Marque along with the specific meeting information and 
a statement stating that absentee ballots will be accepted as long as they arrive 
prior to the close of voting. A concurring vote of2/3 of the members at the monthly 
meeting shall constitute acceptance of the amendment. 
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The Marque 
The Marque is the official publication of the Miami Valley Triumphs Car and 

Dinner Club, P.O. Box 292824, Kettering, Ohio 45429. Views stated in the Marque are 
not necessarily those of the officers or members of the club. Technical data is provided 
for information only and no liability is assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety. 

Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
and a local center of The Triumph Register of America. Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of the month at Poelking Lanes, Kingridge Drive, behind the Dayton Mall. 
Drinks, dinner triumph talk at 7:00 pm, general membership meeting at 8:00 pm. Anyone 
interested in Triumphs is most heartily invited. 

Officers 
President 
Phil Daye 

(513) 423-8175 

Vice-President 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Secretary 
Ellis Ball 

(513) 746-5189 

Events 
Kent Southard 

(937) 855-2017 

Membership 
Mary and Ray Bolich 

(513) 677-0605 

Committee Chairs 

Spares Committee 
Ron Wynne 

Treasurer 
Mary Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Historian 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Newsletter Editor 
Norma & Stan Seto 

Technical Committee 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 (937) 837-6067 (513) 683-7974 (Phone or FAX) 

Miami Valley Triumph Web Site: 
http://www.eeltic-gifts.com/MY triumphs.html 

From the Pres ... 
If you were not there you missed a very nice drive! What is there, you ask . There 

was a trip to Metamora on September 20. The weather was partly cloudy and cool 
(Triumph weather). The four, yes four, cars that showed up left the Hardee's at the Town 
Mall in Middletown at 12:00 noon. The drive took us around Middletown to Oxford and 
via some other back roads to Brookville Dam overlook. This was breezy but a nice view. 
We spent about three hours in Metamora and ate at a nice restaurant then proceeded back 
to Middletown and parts north and south. Thanks to those who could make the trip and 
to those who had us in their thoughts. Bruce showed up in his new ride, a 60 valiant to 
see us off, then went home to cut the grass . 

Events are listed somewhere in this rag. There are a lot of activities for October. 
I hope you can schedule a day to join MVT members for a ride or a tech session. The 
Lucas Tech session will be very worthwhile. Maybe Bruce can find the fix to my 
ignition light problem. Please do not say "Get a real Triumph!" 

A weekend trip is on the agenda for October. This might rival the ladies event held 
in the early part of this year. 

Sec Y'all at 11'':. October meeting! 
Phil 

Tech Tips-Development of the TR Engine 
It seems that we get a disproportionate amount of inquiries relative to the development, 

improvement and life expectancy of the Triumph engine. It seems that everybody has opinions, ideas 
and questions pertaining to this particular power plant. 

Quite contrary to what most TR enthusiasts believe, the Triumph TR series engine did not evolve 
from the Ferguson tractor engine but rather the reverse is true. The Ferguson tractor engine evolved 
from the same source that the TR engine did. For all practical purposes. This particular engine was in 
production in 1948 with a displacement of 2088cc with an 85mm bore and powered the Standard 
Vanguard as well as the Triumph 2000 Roadster and Renown. In all cases it had a simple branch 
manifold with a single Solex carburetor and was rated at 68 horsepower at approximately 7 to I 
compression. It was however, the only suitable basis from which Standard-Triumph could make a 2-
litre sports car motor, and with this in mind, the original TR-I had its cylinder bore sleeved down from 
85mm to 83mm which reduced the displacement from 2088cc to 1991 cc in order to qualify for the 2-
litre competition class. Further, on the TR-I they added twin SU carburetors and the engine now 
developed 75 brake horsepower at 4500 RPM with a 7.5 to I compression ratio. 

However, after the Earls Court Motor Show of 1952 it was decided that 90 brake horsepower 
would in fact be required to make the car perform in a satisfactory manner, and Ken Richardson was 
hired from B.R.M. to do the development work on the TR-2. The first step was an increase in 
compression ration to 8.5 to 1, followed by the increase of intake valve size by approximately 1/16". 
Third, a new camshaft was ground which increased the lift from .360 to .375 and the timing was 
modified by extending the inlet opening time to 15° from 10°, and the closing time to 55° from 50°. 
With some final work on the carburetor needles and the distributor curve, ultimately 90 horsepower 
was developed. It should now be rerngnized that this 90 horsepower represents an increase of 
approximately 30% over the original design limitations of this engine. Fortunately, however, 
technology was improving at that time and a variety of refinements were made to the engine prior to 
its release to the public, including the substitution of connecting rod bearings of a much higher quality 
that the plain white metal ones previously used, and the replacement of the crankshaft with one of a 
cross-drilled configuration. 

Unfortunately, technology can do just so much, and the basic limitations of this particular engine, 
its large, heavy 3-main bearing crankshaft which is somewhat flexible when combined with the very 
high reciprocating weight of its connecting rods do put a severe limitation on the amount of horsepower 
than can be derived from it. Further, it should be pointed out that the 'bathtub' combustion chambers 
used in this engine are not conducive to extremely good breathing, therefore there was a very definite 
cap on amount of RPM that could be extracted even reasonable safely from it. 

Therefore, it was considered until as recently as the early 60's that the absolute safe top limit for 
this particular engine was about 115 horsepower, and that the crankshaft which appears to live forever 
below 5000 RPM failed very abruptly once it was run for any length of time above 6000 RPM. 

Again more modern technology came to the rescue, and by virtue of shotpeening and nitriding, 
our crankshafts became much more durable, and with the advent of the 87 mm piston and liner kit and 
the solid skirt pistons, we are arriving again at a unit that appears not to lose any of its durability yet 
continues to produce more power. Further, the improvements in technology relative to connecting rod 
bearing material, motor oils, and other durability advances resulting from balancing and clearance 
work within the engine continue to keep pace with the advances in engine power. Today it is not at all 
uncommon to see engines with 87mm kits mild camshafts and headers that routinely produce 120 
horsepower with dead certain reliability. However, most of these engines have had additional 
precautions of shotpeening the crankshnft, balancing the internal rotating parts and the use of a good 
quality oil to ensure their continued good performance. Yet, the old technological drawbacks of a 
crankshaft with high reciprocating mass still remain the reason for the somewhat restricted ultimate 
horsepower potential in these engines. 

Currently, most of our people are more interested in driving their cars and making small 
improvements in both durability and power output rather than reverting back to the days when this 
engine was being raced and everything was being pushed to the limit in order to keep the cars 
competitive. ) 

- Ken Ci/landers. Technical Talk, Vo, I. page 3 
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Miami Valley Triumphs Presents: 

Spend a day crusing some of the best roads 
in the Miami Valley. The rally portion is 
challenging, but easy enough for Frank 
and Dianne to finish. Believe it or not, 
prizes will be awarded to the top five finishers. 
Plan to spend the day driving and ·the 
night celebrating. Heck, WE~'re having an 
awards banquet! Visit parks, monuments, 
and even a winery or two along the way. 

We'll be mcdin.9 at the Silver Sr,ur parki~g 
lot, SE corner ot OH 73 and OH 148 at 11 AM. 

October 4th. Drivers meeting at 11:15, 
first car out at 11:30 rain or shine. 

l 
Triumph driving is not mandifory, but 

encouraged. __ 1__ 

PlfASf RSVP TO BRUCf ClOUC/.1 BY OCTOBfR f 
AT 937-376-9946 - MAP TO THf START IS IN 

THIS NEWSlfrrER! 

"One thing about a 
breakdown-it gives 
you a chance to look 
at the scenery." 

2 
MVT Electrical Tech Session .; 
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Bruce Is tired of hearing people complaln that there 
are no tech sessions, so here's one focused on what 
seems to be everybody's pet peevel 
The tech session will be Inside, so don't worry about the 
weather! Prepare to see sparks! r..--;;t":::::¾ 
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Minutes of 

./ It's Not ·,,, · 
( Rocket Science! / _ 
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MVT Membership Meeting - September 3, 1997, Poelking Lanes South 
President: (absent) Meeting run by Vice President. 
Secretary: Read Minutes from August meeting. 
Treasure: Reporting balance of $2863.28 
Membership: I new member from Fairlawn, OH for a total of 43 paid members. 
Vice President: Glad to be here. Also reported that the covered bridge tour turned out to be 
very nice with good weather after a wet start. 
Events: September 20 Tour to Metamora Indiana, by Phil and Carolyn, Meet at Hardy's at 
Town Mall leaving at noon. October 4 Fall Foliage Tour by Bruce Clough. Leaving from 
Silver Spur parking lot, SE corner of OH 73 and OH 48 meet at 11 am with driver's meeting 
at 11: 15, leaving at 11 :30 am. Triumph electrical tech session on October 11 at Bruce and 
Alice Clough's, with RSVP requested if you are interested, Phone# 937-376-9946, map to 
be in October Marque. October 26 Farewell to Summer by Frank and Dianne. More in 
October Marque. 
Old Business: Voted down current wording on Board Meetings. Stan Seto introduced 
motion for new wording on meetings to read, "as often as Board deems necessary." Club 
policy says it has to be printed in Marque before a vote can be taken to change or amend the 
by-laws. Motion for new logo tabled for more information. New meeting place discussed, 
members present at September meeting would like to see criteria for meeting place printed 
in Marque so they know what the club wants or needs in the way of meeting place. Ron Wynn 
selected as BCD 98 Chairman. 
50/50 Raffle of $13 won by Bob Kasprzak. 
Adjourned. 




