
"Check Your Differential" - A short story by Ray 

Early in March of this year, we had several exceptionally warm days in a 
row and I vowed to take the TR6 to work on its virgin outing this calendar year. 
Although everything had nm fine the year before, the first spring use of your 
Triumph is more like a shakedown cruise. Some of the longer events were 
coming up in April and I wanted to reestablish confidence in the car. 

I had run it around the block several times the night before and didn't expect 
any serious problems. Maybe carburetor gross jets sticking, foul plugs or 
overheating, but nothing really serious. So I started out that morning and 
everything went well for20 minutes until I was about 2 miles from work. I went 
over a small bump in the road and the underside of the car let out a continuous 
body shuddering thump that only let up when I depressed the clutch. I coasted 
into a side road and pushed it into the Bel can parking lot. Actually another guy 
stopped to help me push it. While pushing, he had said he had done this a lot 
when he owned a TR6 as a youth. When I asked him if he wanted to join the club 
and relive his youth in a TR6 he gave me a puzzled look and said now he only 
drove cars that didn't break down. Personally I like a little excitement in my life. 

The good news here was that our club president, Phil, works at Belcan. The 
bad news was he worked at the facility 2 miles down the road. However, these 
people were very nice and let me call a tow truck to drop the car at home while 
I went to work. 

One note about this confidence thing, I (knock on wood) had only been 
stranded by a Triumph one other time. And it turned out to be an electrical 
problem I could have handled if I had just taken the time. I have had rusty brake 
lines rupture twice going down hills, but as long as you have an emergency 
brake you can drive on. I've also had the starter and the clutch master cylinder 
separately fail, but again you can drive on with a little push or starting the car 
in first gear, I also slid off the road in a TR4 blowing both tires on the same side 
and bending the axle, but that was an accident and not a reliability issue. These 
cars are like Frank's B 17 bombers during WWII. They often return home 
missing wings, engines, tails, fuselages and crews, but the point is they return. 

That night I put the TR6 on the lift (installed several weeks earlier) but 
further proof of Mary's remarkable foresight. The TR6 differential was the 
problem. It has 4 rubber mounting bushings that slide over4 studs coming down 
from an overhead frame member. My differential pulled the bolts through the 
rear bushings so it could flop whenever torqued. Giant washers that were 
supposed to be on the bolts to prevent this had never been reinstalled and when 
I redid the car, I never caught it. However, I did get 4 good years before it finally 
broke. I replaced the bushes and slapped it back together with BF washers. 
However on the test drive, I still experienced teeth jarring wobble above 30 
miles/hour so I went back to the lift. Further inspection revealed a bent drive 
shaft. I replaced it with a rusty TR3 drive shaft and the car has worked fine ever 
smce. 

Check your differential mounting washers! 'l(ay 130 fief,, 
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Membership Feature 
"History of Frank and Ray - Two Lost Souls Who Found Each Other" 

Frank and I joined the club according to the records in 1995 although it 
seems much longer. I decided to write this because Frank refuses to and I can 
slant it in my favor. 

I don't remember how we learned about the club, but we got the meeting 
times and the locations (Shroyer's Marions). In our first attempt to attend the 
meeting, we drove around incessantly until after 9:00 trying to find the 
Wright Patterson whatever. We eventually gave up and went home. That 
was our first event with the club (tee hee hee ). The next month we agreed to 
try again and armed with accurate topological maps of Dayton, we decided 

• to meet at 1-71 and Ohio 63 both in our TR3's. After half an hour of waiting 
for Frank, I drove south on 1-75 expecting to see a terrible wreck, but I never 
found Frank. Finally I went home and called him. He was in pretty bad 
shape. He had started out to meet me when a girl on a bicycle made a left turn 
in front of him and he clipped her. Fortunately, she was not badly hurt and 
did not require hospitalization. Frank was not cited. The third month, we 
finally found the right Marion's and the rest is history. The only members 
around today from that meeting are Wally, the Stinsons and the Cloughs. 
There were well over 10 other people who have gradually left. 

Just a word about our getting back into Triumphs as adults. Frank and 
I work in the same building and accidentally found out in the mid-80's that 
we were both TR3 aficionados (for years we snubbed our noses at not only 
Spitfires, but any Triumph later than a TR3.) We are now much more 
broadly respectful of Triumphs, but still not there with Spitfires, although 
Frank is close to including Heralds. The reason we like TR3 's so much was 
events that took place in our youth. 

Frank was very lucky in having a cool (father) who drove a TR3 as a 
regular car when Frank was in high school. He often let Frank drive the TR3 
and that led to Frank driving the TR3 underneath the tires of a salt truck one 
winter totaling it. Frank's father then got a TR4 .. . I guess hoping that the 
better visibility would keep Frank from totaling that car again. Eventually 
Frank's father gave him the TR4 when his father moved out of town. 

I saw my first TR3 in college while I was driving a 1929 Ford and fell 
in love. My aunt agreed to lend me money to buy a car but it had to be a fairly 
recent model (this was 1966). She refused to lend me money for a TR3 
because it was too old. So I reluctantly got a 1964 British racing green, black 
interior, wood dash car that had been rolled and restored. I think I spent more 
time fixing that car than on school work, but it was a labor of love, although 
my heart se_r r~tty desired a TR3. The TR4 always leaked oil out the rear seal 

onto the exhaust pipe. Eventually, when the cardboard transmission tunnel 
deteriorated, fumes billowed freely into the car. Even in the winter, I had to 
drive around with the windows down. Clutches lasted a year before they got 
oil soaked. I couldn't afford an engine job, so I got good at replacing clutches. 
The oil pressure kept dropping and after 6 months in Cincinnati, it threw a 
rod. I traded it in for a Camaro Rally Sport believing all the advertising that 
this was a true sports car. After 2 months of driving boredom, I found a sad, 
but drivable TR3. Early with no door handles, and drum brakes on the front 
for $200. After 2 years, it started breaking rear axles (old style rear end.) I 
sold it heartbroken. 10 years later, I bought Frank's father's TR4 and another 
TR 4 from Frank for cheap transportation more than forrestorati on. Only one 
of these was drivable and it burned oil so badly that when I got to work each 
day, I had to pull the plugs and clean them before going home. However, it 
started in all kinds of weather, even in snow without fail. I remember one 
very bad snowy day when traffic was backed up. The plugs started to foul 
up in traffic and one by one the cylinders stopped firing until when I finally 
got to work, I only had one cylinder firing. 

So back in the recent past in the 80's Frank and I started looking for TR3 's 
so we could relive our youth. One that we looked at in Dayton was a racing 
TR3 driven at Watkin's Glenn by Bob Tullius. Frank bought it and over the 
next several years restored it. It had a modified engine, all kinds of racing 
gimmicks and a positraction rear end. A fine car indeed until 4 secretaries 
plowed into his rear end with their big Plymouth outside work one day. It's 
still drivable, but awaiting another restoration. 

In the same time period, Frank and I found another car in Dayton (a 
Mecca for Sports Cars!), which had been 70% restored in Arizona. I changed 
the color from Corvette yellow to Signal Red and restored it another 15%. 
This was done 12 years ago so I suspect I will soon have to restore my 
restoration (this h·as a 3 year old Roadster Factory engine, so that shouldn't 
need work). Since then, I have gotten a driver TR4 (currently being painted 
BRG and Mary's TR) and a driver TR6. I initially bought the TR6 for my 
daughter but found so much wrong with it that I had to restore it from the 
frame up and wouldn't dream of having her drive it. I think my favorite all 
around car is the TR4 because of greater creature comforts and better 
steering than the TR3 and stiffer suspension and easier clutching than the 
TR6. 

Frank and I are good examples of what it means to get Triumph in your 
blood. Both Frank and I have retirement projects that will keep us busy until 
the end of time. 
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The Marque 

The Marque is the official publication of the Miami Valley Triumphs Car and 
Dinner Club, P.O. Box 292824, Kettering, Ohio 45429. Views stated in the Marque are 
not necessarily those of the officers or members of the club. Technical data is provided 
for information only and no liability is assumed for suitability , applicability, or safety. 

Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
and a local center of The Triumph Register of America. Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of the month at Poelking Lanes, Kingriclgc Drive, behind the Dayton Mall. 
Drinks, dinner triumph talk at 7:00 pm, general membership meeting at 8:00 pm. Anyone 
interested in Triumphs is most heartily invited. 

Officers 
President 
Phil Daye 

(937) 423-8175 

Vice-President 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Secretary 
Ellis Ball 

(937) 746-5189 

Events 
Kent Southard 
(937) 855-2017 

Membership 
Mary and Ray Bolich 

(513) 677-0605 

Committee Chairs 

Spares Committee 
Ron Wynne 

Treasurer 
Mary Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Historian 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Newsletter Editor 
Norma & Stan Seto 

Technical Committee 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 (937) 837-6067 (513) 683-7974 (Phone or FAX) 

Miami Valley Triumph Web Site: 
http://www.celtic-gifts.com/MVtriumph.html 

From the Pres ... 
Warm weather is finally arrived. Put your top down and drive thoseTriumphs. The 

trip with Bruce was a disaster for the Daye Group. That little Spitfire finally died . The 
ignition system went south and so did the charging system. If there had been any more 
MTVers on this trip we probably would not have gone. Bruce and Alice were nice 
enough to wait the two hours it took us to re turn to start thi s trip. Thank you very much! 
This was a nice trip and well worth the hassles it involved for us to participate. The 
Spitfire is alive and well except for the charging system but thi s should be repaired this 
week. 

Don't miss out on the pool party this month at the Ball 's place. Let's get those 
registrations in for BCD'97 at Eastwood Park. We are also going to convoy to 
Edgewater Park this month and will leave at 9:00 from the Hardee's at the Town Mall 
in Middletown. 

I believe every thing is in place for BCD, there is a meeting this month for a final 
get-together to make sure everything is done. 

See you at the membership meeting. 
Phil 

..... 

Tech Tips-
Generators-· 
One of the more distressing things that can happen to the hapless TR owner is to lift the 
hood to see why the generator is no longer charging and find that pathetic Lucas product 
thrashing about the engine compartment with no visible means of support. The cause 
is usually one of the three listed below or if you're really lucky, all three of them! 

1. The bolt from the rear mount is missing. This usually allows the generator to vibrate 
enough to eventually permit the next two causes to occur. Solution: get a 5/16 NF 
bolt about 1 1/2" long, preferably with a 5/16" diameter shoulder about 5/ 16" to 3/ 
8" long next to the head. With this bolt placed through the rear generator mount and 
bracket, put a new 5/16" split lock washer over the end, followed by either a self­
locking nut (elastic type) or a standard 5/16" NF nut jammed with a second one. 
If you use the standard nuts, however, be sure to hold the one next to the lock washer 
with one wrench while tightening the other nut with another wrench. 

2. Front bolt missing and sometimes front generator mount (aluminum) broken off. 
Obviously, if the mount is broken you are looking for another generator, but in 
order to prevent the loss of the bolt and repeated breaking of the front mount, the 
solution is to secure a 5/16" NF bolt 1 1/4" long, clean the threads of the bolt (as 
well as the internal threads of the front mount anchor) with lacquer thinner or 
Loctite primer and install along with a new split lock washer. Threads can be treated 
with stud mount-grade Loctite or similar chemical bolt lock product. 

3. Bracket bolts missing (usually accompanied by severe oil leak at the front of the 
engine.) There are three 5/16" bolts which hold the generator bracket to the engine 
block on the right side of the engine at the front. On some engine blocks, two of 
these bolts communicate directly with the interior of the crankcase, and on others, 
all three do this. Obviously, if any of these bolts fall out you have an open hole right 
into the crankcase and a monumental oil leak! This whole thing is complicated by 
the fact that it is almost impossible to use Loctite on these bolts because of the oil. 
Solution: You may use three 5/16" NC 1" long bolts from a TR transmission front 
cover (these already have the heads drilled for safety wire) or use the existing bolts 
after drilling the heads as shown with a 1/8" drill bit. Next, coat the threads with 
gasket sealant, install in the bracket, then wire the heads together by running safety 
wire through the hole in each bolt and tying them together. 

One other generator problem is one of simple maintenance which is often neglected. 
The rear bearing on the TR generator is an Oiltite bronze bushing which is to be 
lubricated occasionally and sparingly through a small hole in the center of the rear plate. 
This is easy to do and takes only a drop or two of motor oil from an oil can every 2500 
miles or so to the trick. However, from what we have seen, these bushings are never 
oiled in many cases, leading to failure. Remember, though, it's equally easy to oil the 
bushing too much, which causes the oil to be deposited on the commutator end of the 
armature and may cause the generator to stop charging. A little oil goes a long way! 

-Ken Gillanders, Technical Talk, Volume 1, Triumph Center of S. CA 

c..- This is the LAST issue of the Marque for UNPAID members! 



Events 
JULY 

July 13 

July 19 

AUGUST 
August 2 

I Ith Annual British Car Day-Sunday, July 13, 1997, Edgewater Sports 
Park. For information contact Bernie Grabow (513) 474-0355 or Steve 
Makepeace (513) 232-5673- Last day to pre- register is July 1. 
Entry fee on the day of the show -$10. 

Miami Valley Triumphs Summer Party at Ellis & Lorna Ball's-19 July 
(Raindate following Saturday). 

Dayton BCD at Eastwood Park. 

August 8-10 The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh and Indiana, PA. 

Date: 
Time: 
Rain date: 
Location: 
RSVP By: 

Summer Party '97 
Saturday, July 19th 
2p.m. 
Saturday, July 26th · 
Ellis & Lorna's Place • 112 Hemlock St • Franklin, OH 45005 
July 14 • (513)746-5189 

112 Hemlock Street• BALL HOUSE• Phone 746-5189 

MIAMISBURG 

SEPTEMBER I I/ FROMl-75GOWESTTOWARD 

Sept. 14 Concours d' Elegance-A Concours d'Elegance to benefit the Dayton 
Museum of Discovery will be held from I I a.m. to 4 p.m. September 14 at 
the DeWeese Park Museum. More than 100 vehicles are expected to 
participate in the event, which will feature automotive art, social activities 
and a concession area that features refreshments and automotive accessories . 
To enter an automobile or get additional information about the event, contact 
the Dayton Museum of Natural History at (937) 275-7431 , Extension I 0. 

Sept. 26-28 Indy British Motor Days. September 26- 28, 1997- The Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. Register by September 15 . 

---=::--

Welcome New Member! - Dan Crone -1975 Spitfire 
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FRANKLIN FOR 1 MILE TURN RIGHT 
ON HEMLOCK STREET GO 
THROUGH STOP SIGN AT VIRGINIA 
TO 112 HEMLOCK (2ND HOUSE ON 
RIGHTI 
FROM OLD STATE ROUTE 25 GO 
EAST 1 MILE TO LEFT ON HEMLOCK 
STREET TO 112 (ONE BLOCK AND 
2ND HOUSE AFTER STOP SIGN.) 
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