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MVT Officers  
President: Stan Seto, 513-683-7974 
Vice President: Randy Wakefield,  
                                   937-367-4993 
Secretary: Phil Daye, 513-360-7262 
Treasurer: Carolyn Daye,  

              513-360-7262 
Membership: Mike McKitrick  937-
429-5331 
Events: Bruce Clough, 

 937-376-9946 
 
Please send comments/suggestions to: 

news@miamivalleytriumphs.org 
or to the P. O. Box. 

 
Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 20th. 

Obligatory Disclaimer 
"The Marque" is the official publication of the 
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, 
Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the 
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers 
or members of the club. Technical data is 
provided for information only and no liability is 
assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety. 
Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of 
the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center 
of the Triumph Register of America. Membership 
is $20 yearly and is usually paid in May. Non-
renewing members are deleted  from the mailing 
list. Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at Fuddruckers Restaurant on Kingsbridge 
Drive, behind the Dayton Mall, unless otherwise 
noted in the "Marque". General membership 
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner 
starting at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting. Anyone 
interested is most heartily invited to attend. 
Triumph car ownership is not required. 



  
The President’s Comments, 
September Marque, 2008 
 
BCD is over for another year. How fast it went. 
Elsewhere in the Marque is an article on the 
event and pictures (I hope). Basically, the 
weather co-operated, we had a great turn-out, 
and the Awards Ceremony went pretty much on 
schedule and without a hitch.  
 
I’d like to thank all the volunteers for their 
efforts which really does make this day the 
success it has been for the past five or six years.  
 
Alice Clough and Ellis Ball ran the scoring team, 
and we clearly had the results to Skip for 
announcement before 3:00 PM in the afternoon. 
By 4 o’clock all that was settling was the dust 
kicked up by all the cars leaving.  
 
Would also like to thank the Ball’s for the wind-
down pool party we had after the event. The club 
members who came had a great time swimming, 
sitting in the shade and talking and destroying 
seven or eight large pizzas and sundry dishes.  

 
Once again we had about nine pre-registered no-
shows, and this year we had a number of the no-
shows from 2007 who did show up and got this 
year’s goodies bag and the bag from last year. 
Most of those who do not show up come from 
about ten miles away from Eastwood Metro 
Park.  
 
It looks like September will be a good month for 
driving events, so plan to come out and drive 
your LBC or daily driver, if need be. Remember 
the whole purpose of the club is to give you an 
opportunity to get out and drive the cars.  
 
Julie and Brian Smith made the meeting in 
August. Brian has name tags for members who 

ordered them, so get out to the September 
meeting and look him up. In the same vein, one 
of the topics I want to get a vote on in September 
is to allocate money to buy club badges for the 
car badge bars. There is a minimum buy and I 
think it is 25 each, but the cost is affordable and 
it is about time we began advertising the club on 
the drives we take and at BCD Day meetings.  
 
Further, there is some argument about what year 
we had the first BCD meet and should the 
meeting next year be considered the twenty-fifth 
get-together. Bruce remembers 1984 or ’85 as 
the first meet year, where old golf trophies were 
the awards given out, and who knows where 
those have disappeared to, or when. I put the 
question to Dan and Mary Stinson, but no reply 
as yet. If the first meet was 1984, then we just 
had the twenty-fifth meeting. If ’85 was the first 
year, 2010 would be the twenty fifth year. If 
1985 to 2010, what cars should we be honoring 
in 2010??? So many things turn on that first 
year’s meet date…..!!! 
 
School’s around me are starting to open, and the 
yellow peril is back after a summer of easy 
drives to work and return and fewer cars on the 
road in the early morning, Things are going to 
change so be careful out there.     
 
 
 
 
    Thanks for listening,         Stan Seto 
 



The Vice President’s ramble. 
British Car Day has come and gone. The throaty 
burbles of summer have, for me, given way to 
the aggressive rumble of school busses making 
their rounds. Late in the afternoon at BCD, Stan 
looked over at me and said “boy did this day go 
fast!”. It certainly did. If there is one person 
certain to whine about time running out, it’s a 
teacher nearing the end of summer break. I was 
no exception. It all goes too fast in August. 
Pasted in the Marque this month are some 
souvenirs of our day in the sun. The good Lord 
above saw fit to bless us with a nice warm, 
sunny day. We had close to three hundred cars 
this year. As it grew well over double, I was 
challenged to keep the E types in their appointed 
row. The group that was down was our own TR 
section. If it had been at the usual level, there 
would have been perhaps a new record turn out. 
Oh, well. Perhaps this will occur next year. We 
are already planning to celebrate the 25th 
iteration of BCD. Silver anniversary years call 
for silver! The other milestones involved are the 
50th year for the beloved Mini and the 100th year 
of Morgan. By British requirements then, do we 
do a fifty mini block lettering of the number 50 
on the parade ground? Will the Morgan pilots all 
have long white beards? Perhaps not. Still, what 
a wonderful thing to ponder. With good weather 
and the NASS group meeting with us for their 
national meet; wow! This could easily push us 
over 350 cars. Are we at our hamburger limits 
yet? Can Lorna and Ellis carry that many shirts? 
Whoosh! It staggers the imagination. 
(Pleasantly)  I again realize that times they are a 
changin’ . We should celebrate and enjoy them 
while we can. 
 In the hanger there is a continuous buzz 
of activity now. We are deep into the thick of car 
show season. On the horizon, Bruce is planning 
some fun runs for MVT. 
The 72 Mustang made four shows so far this 
year. With Kattie being off work, I decided to 
cut costs to the minimums this year. I already 
wasted $90 or more in travel expenses only to 
view the closed gate at Indianapolis’ Good Guys 
Show. I was nearly thwarted again at the sports 
car event at Mid-Ohio. The sum of my summer 
fun was those four outings. There was also the 
matter of the coursework at Wright State / UD. 
For those of you outside of teacher circles, there 
was this nasty money grabbing governor named 
Voina something that picked our pockets by 
mandating that we return to patronize the 

colleges again. Well, after four courses at Wright 
State, I am eligible to renew my license for five 
more years. Mind you, two plus two is still four 
and the course work does little if anything to 
change my teaching methods. We won’t digress 
anymore. I lost my summer to bovine fecal 
matter. With BCD coming fast, I threw some 
work toward the Spitfire. I would have 
delighted in appearing in a newer trim. This was 
not to be. My helper discovered the errors of 
buffing a car with an electric buffing wheel sans 
polish. Well there was some polish when he 
started. I was focused on something else. Later, I 
realized that some re-finishing would be in 
order. I had already missed the Spit-together. It 
seems that time off would have been required to 
attend some of the more desirable parts of the 
show. Teachers just do not take time off in late 
May or at exam time in early June. Alas, why 
even go for one day. I will try again later. 
The TR-6 is still with us. At the point of 
frustration, I decided to back track a bit. The 
starter was removed and taken to the local parts 
house. A kind counter man put it his “tests all” 
machine and spark! It ran fine. O.K. Then why 
does it not spark and run when the needle on my 
VOM shows that voltage is present at the behest 
of the ignition key? Puzzling. Then again Volts 
are called Volts and Amps are called Amps for 
good reason. It is entirely possible to have 13.5 
normal volts (think river width) and absolutely 
no Amps of current (think river flow). Sheesh. 
Grounds and other gremlins are still at work. In 
plain English, “bloody thing!” Sorry ladies. 
The Mini now sits in its bay adorned with more 
bits of trim. The corrosion was really bad. When 
I see the difference in where I came from and 
now, I grow proud. Then, looking at the awful 
repairs and bodgy trim work, my head quickly 
un-swells again. This car will never out vote Mr. 
Strieby’s fine car. It will though, provide this 
Mini mad sicko with what I truly crave. It is the 
in-bread desire of the Mini lot to zoom all 
around the unsuspecting, startling and alarming 
as they rasp out their little war cries. Visions of 
interrupting weddings whilst hurtling by down 
the church steps; flying from rooftop to roof 
top.. eh, O.K. It’s just a fever. It might go away. 
Then again, there are always the neighbor’s 
stupid dogs. I bet they’d love to chase something 
there own size. Through the yard! They’ll never 
catch me! Ha Ha.  
Enough of this. I am heading back out to the 
hanger and get to work. Good day all. 
 



 
Secretary’s report, August 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting opened at 7:34 PM 
No changes to agenda 
Lois Bigler (and Don) offered free 
tickets to an Indy car race at 
Ky.Speedway; claimed by Vic Bell. 
Pres. Brought in pics of BCD 
Thanked all who volunteered at BCD 
VicePres. Just happy to be here. 
Worked on all three LBCs in the hanger 
in July.  
Treas. Amounts stated. 
Secr. Nothing to add. 
Membership at 31 total. 
One new member joined at BCD 
Events Chair VTR this week 
Sept 20 Covered Bridge Tour sponsored 
by British Museum of Transport. 
Greene Co Farm tour announced. 
Aromatic comments followed. 
Oct 18-19 Fall tour Overnighter at 
Shawnee State Park. Reservations in 
progress. 
Nov / late Oct. Stan will plan a tour 
TBD 
Sept 20-21- Antique a/c at Middletown 
.(Spitfire) 
 
BCD had 294 cars registered- 
Short quiz-rubber or chrome TR6? 
Next year the BCD show will celebrate 
its 25th annual. This is also the 50th for 
the Mini and the 100th for the Morgan. 
In addition, the North American Spitfire 
Squadron will join BCD for their 
national convention. 
 
Old Business- Brian, name badges, see 
wife, will not be as often to meetings 
because of job/home relocation. 

New Business- British Museum of trans- 
portation will raffle off a nice wooden 
TR3 steering wheel. 
Split the pot won by Mr Split the Pot 
(Vic bell) himself. Groans 
Adjourned at 8:17 
Thanks Phil. 
 
 
 
 
A Blip from the web. 

 

Date: 
Fri, 22 Aug 2008 09:25:36 -0700 

(PDT) 

From: 

"Joe Wehrheim" 

<jjweh39@sbcglobal.net>  Add to 

Address Book  Add Mobile Alert  

Yahoo! DomainKeys has confirmed 

that this message was sent by 

sbcglobal.net. Learn more 

Subject: TR 2 or 3 

To: newsletter@miamivalleytriumphs.org 

 
There is a derelict TR 2 or 3 for 
sale near Valley City, Ohio. On the 
side of the road at some ones 
house. 
4 miles west of Valley City, Ohio 
on State Rt. 303 on north side. No 
telephone # but it is for sale. 
Joe Wehrheim,Alfa Romeo Club 



September 
2008 MVT 

Events Report 
Or Soooouuuieeeee!!!! 

By Bruce Clough 

 
September is going to be a busy month – don’t 
believe me?  We got good things happening 
every week end. Fall is my favorite season, so I 
tend to plan a lot of things. Take a look! 
• 3 Sep – MVT Monthly Meeting.  Fun 

will be had by all at the mini cruise-in 
we hold each month at Fudruckers, on 
Kingsridge behind Dayton Mall. Dinner 
at 6:30, meeting at 7, that’s PM, of 
course.   Come and see if Freebie makes 
it.  Will you see a mushroom cloud to 
the east? 

• 8 Sep – Remember last month and the 
north of Dayton tour? Postponed since I 
like to schedule many things on one 
day.  Here it is back again. We’re 
meeting at the Steak & Shake at 
Fairfield Commons Mall at 9 AM for 
breakfast, and we’re gone at 10 AM.  
Don’t right know where we are 
heading, but Tipp City, Rothchild 
Farms, Cedar Bog, Troy, and all points 
in between could be visited.  Plan to 
spend a day cruising! 

• 15 Sep – Car Show Day – this day starts 
off with a car show in Xenia to benefit 
an antique fire truck restoration.  It’s 

going to be at Central Middle School 
(isn’t central in the middle already?) 
425 Edison Blvd in Xenia.  Registration 
opens at 8:30AM with dashplaques o 
the first 100 – Cost is $10.  Talk to 
Chuck White for more info, or go to 
www.xeniafire.com. 

• 20 Sep – 2008 Covered Bridge Tour 
benefiting the British Transportation 
Museum. Starts 10am in Englewood at 
the Dollar General parking lot next to 
Key Bank at the corner of Union Road 
and US 40. $5 per car, if you want more 
info contact Chuck White, Paul 
Corcoran (937-344-2112) or register 
online at Macy’s Garage 
(www.macysgarage.com/bridge-
tour.htm)    

• 21 Sep – Greene County Farm Tour.  
We’re back!  Gotta love it.  I don’t 
know all the stops, but I do know we’ll 
end up in Waynesville for peanut butter 
pie at the end.  Anyway, we’re going to 
be meeting at the Narrow’s Metro Park 
(Greene County park) at the end of 
Factory road south of US 35 east of 
Dayton.  Meet at 11AM, we leave about 
11:30-ish.  Rules – no pig farms, no 
sewage treatment plants, keep the stink 
down for Lorna. It will take the rest of 
that afternoon, with an early dinner 
somewhere in the area.  The exact 
schedule has not been released yet, so 
maybe look for an update at the MVT 
Sep Meeting. 

Also in September is the Concourse at Carillon, 
Indy British Car Days, and a few other things 
we’ll be talking about at the September meeting. 
If you’ve not made plans yet, October is also 
brimming with events. 
• 1 Oct – MVT Monthly Meeting 
• 18/19 Oct - MVT Fall Tour - We are 

going to Shawnee State Park.  Two 
days, lotsa driving. Lotsa foliage, lotsa 
stops.  Exact itinerary has not been laid 
in concrete yet – stay tuned!   



 
The Adventures Of Late 

TR Guy – He’s Back!  
 Bruce Clough 

Well, I couldn’t say no – I had to keep a TR 
from going to a bone yard, so a ’81 TR7 is now 
parked where I want the Stag to be so I can get 
my SUV in the garage. 

Sigh… 
Anyway – seems that Tom , whom I’ve known 
since 1984, is tired of  his TR7 and wants to get 
rid of it.  Oh, he blew the engine a few years 
back – mechanical, hard failure, needs new 
engine.  He was trying to sell it for $1500 
locally, but nobody wanted it.  Since he’d rather 
have space for his new Porsche (Retirement gift 
to himself) he called me up and told me to come 
and get it since he knew I could find it a home. 
Which I did right away – the car has 125K on 
the odometer, but he took care of the car.  The 
body is very good, with only a couple of issues, 
the interior is salvageable, and the paint is 
weathered, but all there. Top’s new, and it’s a 
fuel injected car – and Duncan likes it!     
 
So what I thought I’d do is a day-by-day update 
of what I’ve done. 
• 2 May 08 – Sandy’s towing brought it 

from near the Dayton Mall for $100.  
Not a lot of money when you take into 
account the time and effort involved in 
getting a trailer then getting the car.  
Sandy’s even put it right into the 
garage!  Good deal! I opened it up to 
dry it out – not wet at all since it had 
been stored indoors. 

 
See – Duncan likes it! 

 
• 3 May 08 – Decided to start from the 

back since the engine was blown. 
Cleaned up the trunk and patched the 
trunk carpet.  Filled up the spare and 
found all the tools and put them in their 
nice blue bag. Cleaned the carpet and 
seats – found $0.57 – whoo-hoo!   
Found four ice scrapers. Four ice 
scrapers? Also found 12 tees and a slew 
of old score cards and teeny pencils – 
yep, Tom’s a golfer! Emptied a can of 
carpet cleaner on the seats.  Might make 
a difference.  Got out my TR7 parts 
books and am ready to order.  Begged 
the Biglers to let me get the TR7 
engines they have.  Begged Ted 
Schumacher for a set of UK carbs.  
Okay – got that covered…. 

• 4 May 08 – Got a little more 
adventurous – thought I’d drop the 
radiator.  Why?  Decided that I was 
going to part out the A/C and FI 
systems for cash to finance part of the 
engine build and get a set of Euro Carbs 
from Ted.  Getting the radiator out is 
first set to getting the A/C fans out.  
Found out to do this right I needed to 
remove a lot more, so I started from the 
top and took the air box and meter out.  
I then decided to work on the financing 
– I put the mid-production TR7 hubcaps 
through a wash then on to ebay. 

• 5 May 08 – got the rest of the intake 
manifold and injection stuff off as well 
as the battery.  Some fights, but most 
parts came peacefully…   



Fast forward, way forward – 22 August – 
several months.  A lot of stuff will not get 
written up, like the parting out of Bigler’s TR7, 
or the engine and front suspension swap, or the 
day Ted got the parts, or the first time I fired up 
the “new” engine and the flying fluids. 

 Wow, did I learn a lot about TR7’s – and I 
thought I already knew. Suffice to say it’s been 
driven up and down the driveway a few times 
and not parts have fallen off, nor am I losing 
fluids.  Damn strange if you ask me! 
 

That’s right – TR4 Strombergs! 
I’ve put TR4 carbs on it since they are the easiest 
to work on off al the TR carbs, certainly easier 
than the TR6 carbs I had on it originally.   Sure, I 
had to customize a linkage, as well as  
 

Other side of the engine – how clean! 
 

add a few springs (the Strombergs have worn  

throttle shafts so it takes a bit more work to get 
them to close – something for me to rebuild this 
winter…), but compared to the Strombergs that 
came on it, wow, what a difference in claptrap, 
even less than the HS6s on our other TR7.   
You’ll also note no Lucas alternator – converted 
over to the Saturn unit pronto. Never looked 
back, and they took the blown Lucas unit as 
core!  
 
I’m only using the rear resonator as the muffler – 
the other was rusted and I needed to get rid of 
the catalytic converter anyway.   Found Vicky 
Brit selling a front non-cat stainless front pipe 
that almost fit and put in a straight pipe where 
the muffler used to be – hey, it’s not really loud, 
honest – quieter than our other TR7.  

 
Interior is cleaning up well, but have a way to 

go… 
Inside we’re also making progress.  Still want to 
clean up the seats and carpet a bit more, but it’s a 
lot cleaner than when I got it.  ’81 steering wheel 
replaced with an Anniversary Edition one, radio 
yanked and a place to put sunglasses and cell 
phone put in there instead.   I’ll put an amplifier 
under the glove box for the MP3 player.  Stock 
speakers for right now.  Also pulled the green 
filters for the instrument lights  - what a 
difference that makes – you can see them.  As far 
as we know all the electrics work now – no small 
feat, okay, so the interior door lights aren’t 
100%...  
Will he make the September MVT meeting in 
Freebie?  I still have to polish and clean the 
exterior.  Stay tuned! 



 
Figure 1 Jensen and Jaguar. Is this 
alphabetical? Photos by Wakefield 

 
Figure 2 Wing Commander Ross discusses 
GT6 at the show. When Rj sees this, he will 
have a hollow feeling in his stomach. His is in 
east Ohio now. 

 
Figure 3 Lovely Spitfire. Small cars with wire 
wheels really define the era. 

 
Figure 4 British Museum of transportation 
and attendees. This car formerly hailed from 
Florida. The Austin 20. Pete, Nancy and the 
girls were present to help Dick Smith greet 
visitors at the show. 

 
Figure 5 The star of the show. An MG of 1952 
vintage. Next photos by Ron Parks of MG 
club. 

 
Figure 6 S. Johnson GT6 comes home a class 
winner at BCD. 



 

 
Figure 7 And the winners were...  The Gays 
TR-3. 

 
Figure 8 Harry Mague's nice TR6. 

 
Figure 9 Mike and Mira McKitrick's freshly 
restored TR7. 

 
Figure 10 Chuck and Chris win class aagain! 

 
Figure 11 Ted and Eden Allison's Stag. 

 
Figure 12 Roy Owen repeats again for early 
Spitfire. 

 
Figure 13 Richard Campi (NASS) wins. he is 
known for his famous photo parked next to 
the Spitfire aircraft; a plane he is very 
familiar with. 



 
Figure 14 Left 

 
Figure 15 paste this next in line 

 
Figure 16 then this one. 

 
Figure 17 And then the right side. 

Here is a sequence of four shots. You can cut 
them out and make a Pana-wakey view of BCD! 

The E-type row gave me the most trouble this 
year as it went from 6 to 13 cars!. Eddie did not 
expect such an upswing for this class.  Can you 
see yourself in the background ? Do you see the 
roving mic? Ha ! Only kidding… or am I? 
The day of show sends me back in time to a 
lovely day when we were not much into fuel 
prices and generic econo blobs. It was just 
wonder filled. What a day. Thanks to all who 
participated. His show may yet grow before the 
decline of gasoline powered cars and the people 
who remember that era. Rev on baby! 
 
 
Text on the show by Stan Seto 
BCD 2008 by Stan  – 
 Friday night, 01 August, and it was time to head 
to Eastwood Metro Park to stuff bags for the 
2008 British Car Days show hosted by our club, 
Miami Valley Triumphs and the Dayton MG Car 
Club of Southwestern Ohio, Centre. I left 
Loveland a little early to get something to eat on 
the way, because we had to be there by 6 or 6:30 
PM, my normal dinner time. I did fast food in 
Centerville and arrived into the park a little after 
6. There was already a crowd there as the MG 
club members had come to lay out the parking 
earlier. First thing I noticed as I walked from the 
parking lot to the pavilion was the new sidewalk 
and the new parking blocks along the edge of the 
lot, these were going to inhibit getting cars in 
and through registration. So I started to think 
about that as I joined the line doing the bag 
stuffing. It took us about an hour to set up the 
143 pre-registered bags and the remaining 157 
bags for a total of 300.  
Pre-registration has been dropped steadily from 
our high of 197 in 2006. In 2007 we pre-
registered 179 and this year it was 143 (and we 
gasped to reach that number). Likewise the 
overall attendance had also dropped from near 
360 in 2006, to 310 last year and who knows 
what it would be this year. Luckily, the weather 
forecast was favorable, partly sunny and high 
near 90. Although I was pre-registered, the TR3 
was still without carburetors, so I was coming in 
my daily driver. Actually that was good because 
I had a lot to haul. I finally decided that to get 
the cars parked, I’d bring the Not-Yet-Registered 
cars in off the parking lot further to the north of 
the pavilion and the Pre-registered cars in at the 
sidewalk in front of the pavilion, thinking, of 
course, there’d be fewer of the latter.  



That decision made, I left for home around 8 
PM.  
 
Saturday morning, up before dawn, breakfast, 
pack the car and head out into a starless and very 
cool morning. Looked overcast as I headed 
north, but north of Lebanon, the sun started to 
rise and then I could see it was layered cloud 
cover that was beginning to break up. The BCD 
sign at the park entrance was eye-catching, huge 
compared to last year. No one coming from 
either direction should miss that announcement. I 
was there at 7:40, and the gate was open, so I 
idled back to our area, which was bustling with 
activity. I dropped off my bag of ice and 
returned to the pavilion to set-up registration. 
The Clough Family and Lois and Don Bigler 
were already there, and Lois knows the 
registration routine like the back of either hand, 
so I let her work the clipboards and papers while 
I went and put the orange cones out and started 
to assemble the signs. Don volunteered to go out 
to the entrance to the parking lot and direct cars, 
a job he did ably until Noon. Randy Wakefield 
showed up and helped me with the signs, and 
Chris Yanity also appeared and I sent him down 
to help with the parking crew. By the time the 
signs were up and located, cars were starting to 
arrive and the registration operation seemed to 
rolling smoothly along.  Forrest Gwinn and 
Audry were on the scene, as were Chris and 
Chuck White, Ted and Eden Allison, Paul 
Corcoran and Harry Mague.  All were running 
clip boards to incoming cars, while Ellis Ball 
oversaw the moneybox and made change. To 
help out when the scoring came around, separate 
sheets of paper were provided the team to list 
just the car registration number, driver/owner 
and car type. Eventually Eden Allison took that 
chore over with great care.  
The sun was exerting some strength now, and 
while the temperatures were still comfortable it 
was clearly going to be a hot day. The cars were 
dribbling in, in two’s and three’s and an 
occasional slug of ten or more, which resulted in 
some fairly long lines at “Not Yet Registered” 
but we’d sometimes relieve the pressure by 
sending some cars through the “Pre-registered” 
line. Registration had been scheduled to open at 
nine and close at twelve. Well, we opened as 
soon as we had workers, and cars coming in. By 
ten we were nearing 200 cars registered. Then 
the Miata Club showed up, so we brought them 
in and parked them on the grass near the parking 
lot, and away from the British cars. We 

eventually had as many as sixteen Miata’s line-
up out there, and club members came and went 
through-out the day. We also were getting 
vendors and swap meet participants arriving. 
Next year we need to organize that better, but the 
vendors were all getting pretty good spots and 
more importantly, customers.  
By eleven we were closing on two hundred and 
fifty registrations, but we seemed to have quite a 
few pre-registered bags left. I felt that at 250, we 
were going to have a pretty good day in spite of 
the gas price problem. The weather was turning 
out to be just terrific and I’m sure that helped 
attendance.  
As we closed in on twelve o’clock, the park 
seemed pretty full, we were at about 275 entries 
and I took a minute to get lunch and look around 
the grounds. I also dug out the cameras and 
started taking some pictures. One thing I noticed 
right away was that while we had a good turn-
out in Morris Garage cars, Triumphs were not so 
noticeable. There were a good number of TR6’s, 
but where we’d have 12 to 25 TR2, TR3, and 
TR3A’s and B’s, today we only had five of the 
side curtain cars, and one of those was in 
Premier Class.  

 
Except that no one seemed interested in pick-up 
the door prizes we were giving away, the crowd 
seemed to be buying food, gathering and talking 
around the cars and wandering over the field to 
look at all the different classes we had. Door 
prize give-away was a near bust last year, and 
was slow this year also. I mean we had about 
100 door prizes, one for every third car. The 
vendor donated prizes were really quite good, 
but everyone just seemed to ignore the 
announcements. I don’t understand that at all.  
 
The Tee Shirt Booth was doing a steady business 
and presided over by Lorna Ball, Carolyn Daye, 
Carol Rutledge, Alice, and Debbie Ferratt. Phil 
Daye was helping to handle some of the 
announcement chores, and Mike McKitrick was 
making himself locally useful. Pete and Nancy 
Stroble were running the British Museum of 



Transportation stand, with a recently acquired 
British sedan for the showing, and out on the 
grounds were Jeff Barth and his son.  Steve 
Emerson, who must have registered four or five 
cars, ranging from a Triumph Special to a Cobra, 
was there with friends, as was Roy Owens and 
his (always winning some type of an award) 
Spitfire.    
 
A little after twelve, I went back to registration 
and sure enough, Lois had closed it up. We had 
registered 295 cars and motorcycles and nine 
vendors. The 295 was close to last year’s 310 
number. One of the MG club members, Ed Hill, 
went out and actually counted the cars. He got 
266 cars and 12 motorcycles. We also had 9 pre-
registered packs that had not been claimed and 
like me, there were several pre-registered who 
had picked up their bags, but not bought a car 
this year. The unaccounted difference could have 
been people who had come and then left early. 
Whatever, we did very well on attendance in 
2008. 

 
Figure 18 Bruce and Alice Clough's TR7 

 
I also stopped by the Tee Shirt stall. Lorna 
seemed to still have quite a few shirts. She 
commented that she didn’t think some of the 
Pre-registered crowd were digging out their slips 
and coming over to pick-up their shirts. 
Whatever, we had a pile left over at the end of 
the meet, including a small number of the blue 
2007 shirts (I bet they’d sold if we had gotten 
gold last year). Never-the-less, this was an 
interesting sidelight, even though we had a very 
good size crowd at the event.    
 
Scoring – Alice and Ellis showed up at the 
pavilion just after 12 and started to set-up for 
scoring. I stepped away to get a drink and 
returned to Randy Wakefield working with Ellis, 
and Bruce at the end of the table setting up a 
second team. I sat down opposite him and we 

started scoring the Triumph sports cars and the 
Spitfires. One guy on the team has a page for 
each class on which he writes the car number 
and tallies the votes, that’s me and I had six 
sheets of paper that kept trying to blow away in 
the light breeze. The other guy gets the voting 
ballots from Alice and reads the car numbers that 
people had written down, each a vote. That was 
Bruce. Last year we had overlay masks for the 
full size ballots. This year Alice just tore the 
pages into four quadrants and passed them to the 
respective teams of scorers. The manifesting 
problems were cars which might not have been 
in the right classes (like rubber bumper TR6 or 
not) and voters who wrote the car number in the 
wrong slot on the ballot. In the case of our team, 
when Bruce was done, we scouted down to the 
Spits group to find out if a couple of the car 
numbers were really 1500 model Spitfires or in a 
wrong class. Turned out they were all 1500 Spits 
and in the right class.  

 
Figure 19 Pictures this section by the Whites 

The only thing we have to get on top of next 
year is being sure we write down the first names 
of the car owners on the short list. It will save us 
another ten minutes of hunting through the 
register sheets. As it was, Alice and Ellis had all 
the results tallied and listed before 3 PM. This 
may be the first time in forever that it happened, 
so everyone on the scoring team needs to take a 
bow. Frankly you get pretty busy doing this and 
I had no chance to look around and see who else 
was there. But we all did a good job.  
 
What cars were there? One Metropolitan showed 
up, the class winner from last year. Apparently 
there was an event conflict for the Metropolitan 
owners and they were elsewhere. Several exotic 
cars made up for their absence, like the 1933 
MG L1 Police car, one of 39 made for the police 
that year. It was complete with bells and gongs, 
handcuffs and a Bobby’s Helmet and Jacket. 
This car not only stole the class “Up to ‘65” 



from a very nice 1954 Aston Martin DB2/4, 
which has been an award winner at other shows, 
it was also Best of Show. I think the Aston 
Martin was the first Aston I’ve seen since at our 
show since I joined in 1994.  

 
Figure 20 Metropolitan 

We had (count’em) 15 Land Rovers come, but 
they all snuck off early to do a “mud run”, so 
what does that tell you?? We got 21 of 34 class 
winners from 2007 back in the Premier class. 
The featured Marque this year was the Bugeye 
and the normal looking Sprites, and we got 
seven entries, but all were good looking cars. 
The Jaguars were acting as though they had been 
named the featured marque, we had thirteen XK-
E’s in attendance, twelve XJ sedans, five 
XK120/140’s and one spanking brand new XF 
sedan, that came at about 11:00 and we let them 
in free cause the driver looked so old we didn’t 
think he’d make it to Noon, but he did. He said 
he didn’t want any prizes, just to show the car. 
Isn’t that what we were doing?? 
The best looking cars were the White’s TR4A 
that won the TR4-TR250 Class; Harry Mague’s 
TR6 that won the late TR6 Class; Mike 
McKitrick’s TR7 that won the TR7-TR8 Class; 
and Ted and Eden Allison’s Stag that won (what 
else) the Stag class. Roy Owens who sort’a own 
his class won the Spitfire I-II-III Class. So, the 
club really did very well this year. The rest of 
you won’t have to worry about these cars next 
year; they will all be in Premier Class in 2009.  

 
Figure 21 Paul Corcoran TR 

 
I’m always amazed at how fast the cars leave the 
park after it is all over. I think we completed the 
awards ceremony at about Four, and by 4:30 it 
almost seemed lonely there by the river. Even 
the vendors seem to get out quickly, but before 
they all got out, Phil Daye managed to talk to all 
of them and they indicated they liked the show, 
did well with sales and might even be back next 
year. Jeff Zorn gave the show a big plug in his 
LBC column which gets out to everyone a week 
later. He seems to like the food and the low cost 
of the food. He considers our show the premier 
event of the mid-west. Can’t beat that!! 
 
After the pick-up and clean-up, distributing the 
left-over Tee shirts and soda pop between the 
two clubs, some of the MVT members and 
families repaired to the Ball’s back yard and 
pool to unwind. About fifteen of us attended, 
swam in the pool, talked about the meet and the 
cars and ate pizza. Another very nice ending to a 
very busy day that proved to be successful even 
though the economic times are definitely tough.  
 
Congratulations to the Class winners in the club 
and to the volunteers whose efforts really do 
make the event a success that brings the British 
Car owners back the next year.  



VTR as attended by the Whites and 
Allisons 
Enjoy! 
 

 
DCP-2499, 1935 Gloria Southern Cross 

 
2000 Roadsters (2 in Concours & 2 in 
Participant's Choice) 
  

 
Figure 22 Chris takes a pic. Allisons and 
Whites on the leprechaun run. So, ... how fast 
did they run from you before you ... never 
mind. 

 
Figure 23 Standard 10 Pickup. 

 
Figure 24 Local Seniors Home visited by club. 

 
Figure 25 styles of the Standard 10 (front 
view) - the individual who owns these 3 also 
owns the 4th style, a Panel Van. 

 
Good job MVTers. Thanks to the Whites for the 
good pictures.  


