
Book Review - .. ) tinued 
Piggott moves on to record and discuss various road tests published in the popular 

magazines of the time. Also covered are various technical opinions and articles, some of 
which compare the TR to its chief European rival the big Austin-Healey 100-4 and 100-6. 
There is surprising little comparison to the MGA in this volume, as in the United Kingdom, 
the natural rival for Triumph is the larger car, not the smaller. Here in the States, in the 50's 
and 60's, the more natural rivalry was TR versus MG because they were much more visible 
than Austin-Healeys. 

The book ends back on the mechanical side of the Triumph, the author listing out what 
he opinions are the most significant historical cars produced and what is known about the 
first hundred cars made. He should perhaps have countered that with history of the last 
hundred cars (TR-3B) produced. 

Impressions of the material-More hardtops were produced in the UK than showed up 
in the U.S., that the "factory popular colors were either salmon pink or pewter blue, and not 
red, white or black, that the car had no significant history after 1958, and that the English had 
a whole lot more fun with their cars than we did with ours. But that last is a little unfair as 
most of the retrievable history is in England. Finally, there were many misspellings which 
should have been proof read out. 

Other volumes by the author are "Original TR", "TR2/3/3A Super Profiles", Original 
Triumph TR-4/4A/5/6" and a reissue of "Original TR" covering the TR-3B, ltalia's and the 
Belgium made TR's. 

Events, 1999 
Some events are tentative at this time. 

January 30 

February 14 

March 30 

April 9 • 11 
May 

June 

July 

August 7 

September 

October 

November 

December4 

Super Bowl Party - Phil and Carolyn Daye, 
4728 Primrose Lane, Middletown, OH (See map) 

Girl's Day Out 

Awards Banquet, Manchester Inn, Middletown, Ohio 

Ohio Triumph Spring Tour 11, Bruce Clough (937)376-9946 

MVT Tour, Hardesty's 

Road Tour, Details to be announced 

Pool Party at the Ball's 

British Car Days, MVT & MG Car Club, Eastwood Metro Park 

Covered Bridge Tour 

Fall Leaf Tour 

Technical Session(?) 

MVT Christmas Soiree 

Out of Town Events 

June 17-20 TRA National Meet, Dublin, Ohio, (TR3A Door Prize) 

July 28-Aug. 1 VTR Convention, Portland Maine 

Aug.12-Aug. 15 TRF Summer Party 
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The Marque 

The Marque is the official publication of the Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, 
P.O. Box 292824, Kettering, Ohio 45429. Views stated in the Marque are not necessarily 
those of the officers or members of the club. Technical data is provided for information 
only and no liability is assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety. 

Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
and a local center of The Triumph Register of America. Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of the month at Poelking Lanes, Kingridge Drive, behind the Dayton Mall. 
Drinks, dinner triumph talk at 7 :00 pm, general membership meeting at 8:00 pm. Anyone 
interested in Triumphs is most heartily invited. 

Officers 
President 
Phil Daye 

(513) 423-8175 

Vice-President 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Secretary 
Loma Matteson- Ball 

(513) 746-5189 

Treasurer 
Mary Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Events 
Kent Southard 
(937) 855-2017 

Technical Committee 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Membership 
Mary and Ray Bolich 

(513) 677-0605 

Committee Chairs 

Spares Committee 
Ron Wynne 

(937) 837-6067 

Historian 
Dan Stinson 

(937) 254-5955 

Newsletter Editor 
Norma & Stan Seto 

(513) 683-7974 (Phone or FAX) 

Miami Valley Triumph Web Site: 
http://www.celtic-gifts.com/MVtriumphs.html 

From the Pres ... 

Happy Holidays to everyone! 
The Christmas party was a great success. Thanks to Ray and Mary for 

hosting this event. Thanks also to everyone who participated. The 
auction was a fun happening. 

Nominations will be open in January for awards and officers. Be sure 
to come to the January meeting to nominate your favorite. If you have an 
award from last year be sure to return it to Dan Stinson in February so that 
he can get these ready for the March Awards Banquet. 

I wish everyone a happy and prosperous New Year! 

Phil 
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Book Review 

''Triumph Ba, Namer Triumph Ba, Naturerr 
The Side Screen TR Compendium 

A compendium is defined as an abridgment of a larger body of information. 
Bill Piggott has written prolifically on Triumph sports cars. Most recently, he has 

republished "Original Triumph TR2/3/3A", an expanded restorer's guide. 
In the volume reviewed, "Triumph by Name ... ", Mr. Piggott moves away from the 

mechanical aspects of these models to look more fully at other aspects that surround the basic 
product, the car. 

An alternative title for this book might have been," ... And Now, The Rest Of The 
Story!", as it fills in other facets of the TR-2 through TR-3B and humanizes the car by linking 
it to people, events and publicity. This journey starts with an acknowledgment, a forward by 
Ken Richardson and an introduction by the author. The reader is up to page nine before 
Chapter One starts. 

The author starts by covering the early (mechanical) history of the prototypes that lead 
to the TR-2. It is slow reading that slows even more as the author then leads the reader 
through the tedium of car production, remarking on serial numbering, production detail and 
initial marketing of the TR-2, and the car shows with their typical incidents and mistakes. 
There are occasional high points such as how the factory broke in the engines, but most of 
you will have forgotten these background data by the time you've finished the book. 

The author then spends some time in an interview with Ken Richardson (recently 
deceased) who ran Standard-Triumph's Competition Department for several years. 
Richardson's story rekindles reader's interest for he provides insight into the origins of the 
TR-2's, how initial competition such as the Jabbeke Speed Runs occurred, and how that 
effected publicity. The author continues in the vein by bringing to us those hardy souls who, 
in 1954 and 1955, blazed the trail in racing, rallying and hill climbs. These chapters are worth 
the price of admission, as the reader meets the men and women who indelibly wrote the name 
''Triumph" into the record books. While the book roams up the Fifties to near 1960, it always 
returns to the initial years of 1954 and 1955. The narrative is also firmly grounded in England 
and on the continent. You'll not find anything substantiative about U.S. Triumph adventures 
here, No Group 44 and no Southern California Sports Car Club reminiscences, it is all Europe 
and the mid-fifties. What is most interesting, in the telling, is the role of the distaff competi­
tors. Even in the nineties, the ladies play only a small part in motor sports and its advertising. 
But the ladies provided strong support to Triumph's early successes. 

Having raised the reader's interest to fever pitch, the author then switches to miscella­
neous subjects, sundry items concerning advertising, bits of mechanical detail, oddiments of 
competition history, and the like. There is a plethora of material and Piggott handles it all 
very neatly by putting it in two chapters, and separates them by three other chapters, He thus 
avoids a desert on which the reader might perish, drowned in the sands of detail. Addition­
ally, here and throughout most of the book, the author makes good use of myriad photo­
graphs, putting faces to names and images to description. The narration flows next into 
information provided to owners about extracting more power, improving road holding and 
the ever popular, accessorizing the car. He also covers in some detail the advertising literature 
of the period and details on the company's publicity works, such as the buyers tours which 
began with delivery at the airport for the lucky customers, included traveling on the conti­
nent, repairing any travel damage at the factory and shipping the TR-3's home as used cars, 
thus saving on cost of passage. 

The ads brought back memories, though I do not remember all the English factory 
options being available when I bought my TR-3A from Sharp Motors in Camden, N.J. in the 
Spring of '61. Most of it is interesting reading and fills historical gaps for those of us in our 
second childhood. 



Stor\.-)q Your Car For The Winter 
(A.bout a hlfonth Late) 

Excerpted from Medina Motor Sports Winter Flyer. 
• Storage not animal free - cover exhaust outlet and air intakes with aluminum foil. 
• Wash and dry top and undersides of vehicle and fenderwells - check body work comers for 

debris and remove. 
• Put vehicle up on blocks carefully spaced on frame to unload suspension. 
• Alternatively, pump tires to 50 psia and let stand normally. Remember to block tires to 

keep vehicle stationary. Release hand brake fully. 
• Block clutch pedal down, using notched 2 x 3 to underside of dash. 
• Place open container of baking soda in car to absorb smells and moisture. 
• Lift wiper blades off glass. 
• Lube door, deck, hood seals with light coat of glycerin, be careful not to get on body 

finish. 
• Flush and refill radiator (5% water/antifreeze mixture). 
• Change engine oil and filter. Run engine to assure oil gets to all valves, etc. 
• After engine cools, remove spark plugs and squirt motor oil into cylinders. 

Replace plugs loose. - Note: Start engine carefully in Spring. 
• Close vehicle doors tightly to keep out dust. (Disregard ifTR-2 or -3.) 
• Close all vents to outside, note very first instruction. 
• Remove battery and store indoors, or install 1.5 amp battery tender, 

but disconnect one cable if battery stays in car. 
• Do not allow battery to freeze. 
• Put battery on trickle charger once a month. 
• Add dry gas to fuel tank. 
• Coat pulleys with light coat of glycerin. 
• Store with top fully up, not folded. 
• Cover vehicle. 
• Cover wheels and tires with canvas, if outside. For really long, long term storage call about 

storage capsule. Medina Motorsport (330) 725-2725 in area of Medina, or 800-700-7057. 

Announcing The Ohio Triumph 
Spring Tour II -April 9-11, 1999 

Join us for an early Spring weekend of quaint shops, neat parks, good restaurants, nifty 
roads, and Triumph talk. This is a two day event taking us into the Kentucky and Ohio Hills. 
Friday night we're at the Governor's Lodge in Wavery OH. Saturday finds us at the 
Greenbo Lake State Park in KY. Lodging is limited (Greenbo only has 38 rooms) so make 
reservations soon! Bruce will be inviting ANY Triumph enthusiast in Ohio to join! 

Friday Night Lodging - Make by telling Bruce or Alice you're going. 
Saturday Night - 1-800-325-0083 

More details will become available at the next 
Miami Valley Triumph COCTRA, and MOTOR meetings, or call 

Bruce Clough or Alice Owen-Clough at (937) 376-9946. 
We hope to see you along this year! 

l 
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Christmas Soiree 
By Stan Seto 

It seems to have happened a long time ago, back beyond the memory of 
Christmas, the hectic last minute shopping daze and the last frantic days of work 
before taking off for winter break. The Miami Valley Triumph Christmas Soiree did 
happen, however, on the 5th of December at the home of Ray and Mary Bolich. Our 
gracious hosts once again, and for the last time, offered the club their capacious 
farm house on a mild December evening for fun and frolic (we almost sang too, but 
managed to avoid it by doing "brown bags" instead). Twenty six members and 
spouses turned out. The dinner staples were club provided, but most couples showed 
up with a covered dish, or dessert for the contest. We had much more than 26 
people could eat, but did a fair job of testing it all, some of it to the last lick of the 
bowl. 

It was then on to voting for first your favorite dish (and no, the spiral cut ham 
didn't count) and then favorite dessert. With the vote safely out for counting, the 
President called to order a brief business meeting which events are recounted in the 
minutes, elsewhere. This activity was followed by Bruce (Santa) Clough gathering 
the troops for the "Brown Bag Auction". The "Brown Bag" contains anything the 
person wants to get rid of, or a real gift, or eight track tapes, or popularly, fish of 
some sort or description. The auction is basically a fund raiser for the club. Bidding 
was fast, furious and funny, as one of the club rules is "You can't leave without 
one." Seldom as high as $3.00 a bag, there were some very interesting things given, 
such as a nerf disc shooting ray gun, ceramic fish, a car radio, a 1960 Ohio license 
plate, issues and issues of old car magazines and catalogs, old tools, coffee cups and 
a tube of fungal nail revitalizer. After the last bag was sold, it was time to announce 
the winners of the dish-dessert contest. 

For covered dishes the top three were: Carol Justice, top vote getter for her 
potato casserole, Lois Bigler was second, a chicken broccoli dish, Mary Stinson 
captured third with a chicken tetrazini dish. For the desserts, winners were: Diane 
Ciboch, top vote getter for Pumpkin Pecan Pie, Carolyn Daye, scored second for 
peanut butter and chocolate cheese cake. Ellis Ball stole third with a plate of 
peanut butter fudge. Winning recipes will be requested for publication in an 
upcoming Marque. 

The ladies then gathered to plan Ladies Day Out and the men folk adjourned to 
the kitchen or out to look through Ray's barns and work shops. At the top of the 
article it is noted this was the last gathering at this domicile. The Bolich's have 
purchased a farm to the south and east of Hillsboro, Ohio on State Route 73, 50 or 
60 miles distant from where they are now and will be moving in the future. One 
senses a moving party in the near future. 

The party started to break up after the ladies had set their agenda and completed 
their social, thus ending MVT's 1998 events schedule. Next is the Super Bowl Party 
at the Daye's in late January. 
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About the Club-
.Annual Elections - Officers and Awards 

NOMINATIONS - Open in January Meeting and closed at end of February Meeting. All 

nominations will be posted _in February and March Marques, along with election date. 

ELECTION- Election Date shall be March Meeting. The Vice President, Events coordinator 

and Membership Director are elected in the odd year (1999). The President, Secretary and 
Treasurer are elected in the even year (2000). Vote will be by paper ballot. Ballot will be in 

March Issue of the Marque. Absentee ballots must arrive in club's hands before the election, 
to be counted. Results and installation occur at the A wards Banquet. 

Officer's Duties 

Vice President - Preside in absence of President. Perform all dulies assigned by President. In 
charge of all committees and shall submit an article outlining committee actions to Marque, 
bi-monthly. 

Membership Director - Shall solicit MVT membership from general public, shall develop 

and distribute membership forms and new member information packets. Keep a current 

membership list and insure Secretary has same. Do such duties assigned by President. 

Events Coordi11ator - Assist MVT members staging events. Insure events notification are 

posted in Marque at least a month before event. Insure MVT resources are used in a practical 
manner to support events, and shall maintain a list of events to be posted monthly in Marque. 

AWARDS 

Marque of Distinction - Person who has best exemplified the club in the past year, such as 
been a steady and continuing influence in achieving club goals. 

Keep It On The Road - A club member who drives his car most or all of the year on a 

continuous basis with scant regard to weather or other diverse conditions. But, who is not 
otherwise intentionally abusive to the vehicle. 

Press on Regardless - The club member who attends monthly events and start and finishes 

the events with the car he brought despite any and all catastrophic happenings. The corollary 

to this would also be the member, who having suffered tenninal car event, masterminds a 

solution which permits him to continue the event and complete it with alternative transport. 

Most Improved - The club member that has worked on his car to the extent that in December, 
the car is in better shape (form, fit or function) than it was in January. A candidate might also 

be one whose car suffered significant damage early in the year and was restored to function­
ality by the end of the year. 

Candidates for awards are also on the March ballot, award being made at the Banquet. 

Awards are for one year. Trophies are asked for return to the Vice President in February or 
by the March meeting, to be recycled in the name of the new award winner. 

Minutes 
MVT MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
December 5, 1998 -The Bolich Estate 

j 

The usual format of our meeting was dismissed since we were enjoying our Christmas Soiree 
at Ray and Mary's home. The only business that was attended to was opening nominations 
for officers for the upcoming election and nominations of awards to be given at the March 
Banquet. Nominations are open through the February meeting. Initial candidates were as 
follows: 

Vice President: Frank Ciboch • Diane Ciboch (each running separately) 

Events Chairperson: Dan Stinson • John Clarke 

Mark of Distinction: Ray & Mary Bolich • Bruce Clough • Eric Halbgewoks 

Keep It On The Road: Dan Stinson • Mike McKitrick 

Press on Regardless: Forest Gwynn • Phil Daye • Chris Yanity 

Most Improved: Ray Bolich • Stan Seto 

Current trophy holders must remember to tum in their trophies by the end of the February 
meeting. I assume all of you have received the post card stating that all absentee ballots must 
be sent to the club's post office box rather than my home. Ellis and I wish you a very Happy 
New Year and we look forward to being with all of you in 1999. 

Membership sign-in roster was not circulated at the party. 

SUPERBOWL PARTY MAP-

PHIL AND CAROLYN DA YE'S 

4728 PRIMROSE LANE (423-8175) 

MIDDLETOWN, OHIO 
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