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From the President …
Greetings everyone. Let’s all hope that with the
arrival of September most of the 100-degree
days are behind us and we can plan for some comfortable top-down driving. While you are all reading this issue of the Bluebonnet our editor, John
Hanten, and his trusty spouse, Nancy, will be in
the heat of competition in Galena, IL. At VTR Nationals. These two are among TTR’s most stalwart
Road Warriors. This will be the 10th VTR National
Convention in 11 years in which they will have carried the TTR flag into competition with the rest
of the Triumph Nation. Even though they won’t
have to travel as far to get there, John & Liz
Reynolds and Randy & Valerie DeRuiter will also be
in Galena from their summer homes in Michigan
and New York, respectively. Good luck to all of
you as you vie to bring back some awards for your
efforts.
Speaking of getting out of the Houston heat, we
had a good turn out for the movie night with the
Houston MG Club to see the 1969 Classic car movie, “The Italian Job”. It had all the elements for
a great story, the Italian Mafia, prison, a plot for
a big gold heist, a pretty woman, and of course,
those awesome Mini Coopers being driven like crazy during the getaway. It would be interesting to
know how many possible endings have been conceived of by the viewers since 1969. Thanks to
David Fowler and Mike Woodward for organizing
the evening.
I hope everyone is getting your Triumphs ready
for the fall driving season and have our event
dates marked on your calendars. Our Fall Autocross is set for October 29 at the Houston Police
Academy Driving School, and we will once again be
hosting the Houston MG Club to join us and compete for the coveted Challenge Trophy. TTR won
it last year and we really need to defend that honor. For a more relaxed driving experience don’t
forget to plan on joining us for the Falling Leaves
Tour on November 18-20 as Mike and Stephanie
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Woodward lead us to the Texas Hill Country on
the winding roads to and around La Grange. More
details on both events are forthcoming.
Next month I hope to share an article about mine
and Debbie’s first experience at the Goodwood
Revival in the UK. We’ll attend the Goodwood Estate on September 16 & 17 and then will spend the
next two weeks touring the UK including Bath, the
Lake District, points east from there and back to
London. I can’t wait to smell the petrol and see
those classic motor cars from the 50’s and 60’s
roaring on that famous road course.
That’s it for now, so get out there and Drive
Those Triumphs!
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Tales of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss
A lot of people use the phrase “get her done.” I do
not know why it is gender specific, but it seems
nobody wants to “get him done.” I also do not know
why so many of us are in such a big hurry to get
something completed as soon as possible. Decades
ago, I rode the MS150 with nearly 10,000 other
cyclists. Most of them had ridden it before and
were doing it again. They enjoyed the months and
hours and miles logged during training. They
enjoyed the grueling and painful 150 miles of
terrain between Houston and Austin. I did not
enjoy most of that punishment, but I wanted to be
able to say that I had done it. I did. I “got her
done.”

September 2022

Wondering Mechanic

I am reminded of this while working on someone’s
Triumph. I do want to “get her done,” but I am not
driven by that notion. Whether I am replacing a
starter, renewing brakes, or replacing a leaf
spring bushing as part of a suspension overhaul, or
swapping out a rusted frame from under a TR6, or
trying to understand some strange behavior, I am
always enjoying the pursuit. I enjoy the challenge
of understanding what is not working as it should,
why it is not, how I can be sure, and what I can do
about it. The last thing on my mind is “get her
done” -and not just because I charge by the hour.
Frame to go in

Frame Out

TR3 Glass in
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Tales of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss

September 2022

Sports Six front

Sports Six - unpressed

If I were to apply the phrase “get her done” to
life in general, I would be suicidal. With life, the
quickest way to “get her done,” would be to end it.
Typically, suicide is frowned upon, yet this phrase
seems to apply to everything that makes up life.
Everyone trying to “get her done” is perfectly
content with rushing thru the task only to enjoy
being at the end. Some things take time. Time is
the only thing we own. We should enjoy our time
regardless of how long it takes.

After I finished the MS150, I did not ride at all
for months. I had logged over 1,000 miles on my
cycle in four months. I was sore, wore out and no
longer enjoyed riding. Eventually, I found myself
back in the saddle. When I ride now, I enjoy every
second. It does not matter if I am riding 10 miles
or 50. It does not matter if I ride in the heat,
cold or rain. The intention of my ride is not to get
back home as soon as possible because the ride is
over. I have learned that the fun in doing, is not
the completion, but the enjoyment of doing it.
There is satisfaction in completion, but there is
more relaxation with the involvement. I have
learned to enjoy the ride in whatever form it
takes. I am presently enjoying so many Triumph
projects that I cannot say which I want to not
complete most. Day by day, I “get her done.”

If I were to apply the phrase “get her done” to
life in general, I would be suicidal.

6

TTR Meeting Minutes for August

September 2022

The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by TTR President Hal Sharp. Hal thanked hosts Bob and Eileen
Grover for hosting the meeting. There was a total of 33 people in attendance in-person and 14 via proxy & Zoom,
constituting a quorum of 47 for club business.
Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting.
Membership Report – Mike Hado – reported the current membership count as of July 31 is 183 families. A total
of 22 families have not renewed their memberships as of this date.
Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Mike Rouse – reported the inflows, outflows, and month-end balance. Sallie
and Mike Rouse have been visited by the Covid bug once again, and we wish them a speedy recovery.
Regalia – Hal Sharp for James Moore; anyone interested in purchasing any of the available TTR Regalia should
contact James Moore.
IT – Hal Sharp for Bob Pennington – Bob is currently updating the website to prepare for our registration to open
for the Spring, 2023 VTR South Central Regionals. He and Orit have settled in nicely in Israel and send everyone
their best wishes.
Special Events
• 2022 Falling Leaves Tour – Hal Sharp for Mike Woodward – Falling Leaves Tour will take place
November 18th through 20th. See the information in Mike’s recent e-mail and in The Bluebonnet, and let
him know if you plan to go on the trip.
• Local Events – (From Mike Woodward) – there are still 4 seats left for the MG Club’s August 15th movie
night showing of “The Italian Job”; contact Mike is you are interested. Also, the Houston MG Club’s
annual All British Car Show will be taking place on October 8 th; please see their website and sign up
today. We will try to plan a breakfast spot in that area, prior to the show.
Breakfast Meetings – John Barrett – reported 9 attendees at this morning’s breakfast. With the rising costs of
breakfasts, typically in the $15.00 to $18.00 range, John is always on the lookout for a good place that is
reasonably priced. This morning’s return to the Midtown Bar & Grill was a pleasant surprise in that most of the
meals were in the $8.00 to $10.00 range, and yet still of good quality. There is a plan to return to an old standby, Clementine’s, in the near future. There had been some decline in quality and service, but the Traveling
Triumph Breakfast Club will give them another shot to see if things have improved. As always, send John any of
your suggestions for a breakfast venue.
Autocross – Dusty Nicholson – The Fall Autocross will take place on October 29 th, with a participation invitation
extended to the Houston MG club. This will be a pure Autocross; no driver training. Discussion regarding the
increased costs associated with the Autocross; typically, the club will have to pay between $700 - $800 beyond
the amounts collected from the drivers. There will be a 60%/40% split again with the MG club, with the MG club
paying 60% of the overage at the end of the event. Further discussion was held about the possibility of raising
the cost per driver; however, in the end a Motion was made to keep the cost at $20 per TTR and MG driver, and
$30 for all non-club entrants. M/S/A. (Note - in an after-meeting review of TTR records it was determined that
$30 per driver was the actual fee for the Spring 2022 Autocross, and the Autocross Committee will recommend
that the same $30 / driver fee be used for the October 29 event.)
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TTR Meeting Minutes for August

September 2022

New Business
• 2023 Regionals Event – Ha Sharp – Reported current progress in planning for 2023 Regionals. The
committees are finalizing their budget numbers so that an official registration price can be calculated.
The registration opening will be coming in the September to October time frame. The Hilton Garden Inn
is taking room reservations for our Regionals; if you call, use the event code “SCVTR” to get the special
rate. Fred Wagner reminded everyone that the link to the hotel, to be found in The Bluebonnet and the
upcoming Regional webpage will take you directly to the hotel’s website and automatically book’s you at
the special rate. Both king bed and two queen bed rooms are available.
• Mike Hado – Reminded everyone of longtime, Triumph lover Bill Hovestadt’s 100th birthday celebration
on October 9th, with a party planned for him on October 8th in New Braunfels. He and Marie plan to
drive up for the party, and invited anyone who knows Bill from the many years of VTR events to consider
driving up as well as a surprise for Bill.
• Christmas Banquet – Pru Gruss and Allison Fowler – No new updates; reminder that the event will take
place at 1:00 p.m. on December 4th.
• 2022 Monthly Meeting Hosts
 September – Tim Maxwell
 October – Hal requested someone who lives in Spring or North Houston to volunteer to host so
participants of the morning All British Car Days in Spring can more easily get to the meeting. If
nobody volunteers the meeting will have to be hosted via Zoom
 November – James Moore
 December – Holiday party
• Join VTR – Hal Sharp – reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member. Note – it is
necessary to be a VTR member to attend the Regional or National VTR Convention.
Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:51 p.m.. Minutes recorded by Fred Wagner and edited by John Hanten
(M/S/A = motion made / seconded / approved )
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TTR August Meeting Photos
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The TTR August Monthly Meeting was hosted by Bob
and Eileen Grover with the usual Houston summer sultry heat. Several participants braved the heat and
drove their Triumphs. Meeting highlights included:
•

Updates on plans for the 2023 Regionals and an
invitation for members to volunteer to help plan
and run the event.

•

Updates on upcoming events including: Houston All
British Car Day; TTR Fall Autocross Event; Falling
Leaves Tour; and the 2022 Holiday Party.

Meeting Hosts Eileen and Bob Grover
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TTR August Meeting Photos
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TTR August Meeting Photos

Photos - Fred Wagner
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Member News - Mike Hado

September 2022

New Members:
No New Members This Month

TTR Birthdays for September
Jane Murray

1

Caryn Vukelich

2

Ron Stein

3

Nancy Money

5

Tim Maxwell

7

Lee Brown

8

Jay Rippeto

8

Karl Rettenmaier

9

Janet Lydick

10

Jim Burns

12

Steve Kirsis

13

Jan Kovach

13

Allison Fowler

14

Michelle Guenther

15

Tim Murphy

16

Nick Roccaforte

17

Jeff Tebbe

18

Chic Coonrod

19

“Rolling Stone”
“Wanna see my picture on the cover
Wanna buy five copies for my mother
Wanna see my smilin' face
On the cover of the Rolling Stone “

Mike Vukelich (Virginia) 19
Marc Dickson

20

Shideh Haddad

20

Barbara Moreau

20

Al Dykes

21

Hamid Maboudian

22

Daryl Vaughn

22

Bill Jumper

23

Rita Murphy

23

Miguel Tato

29

Jane McKinley

30

Well...maybe not the Rolling Stone, but the 2022 TTR Regionals
participants made the cover of the latest VTR issue of The
Vintage Triumph, courtesy of editor Shawn Frank using content
that included contributions from the Bluebonnet coverage of
the event.
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TTR Club Calendar
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Breakfast Meetings
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing! See the schedule below and watch for Mike Hado’s reminder email for confirmation.
NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:
https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/
Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am. Car
viewing after Breakfast.

Date

Location

Address

•

Aug 27, 2022

Cypress Breakfast House

12344 Barker Cypress Road Ste. 120, Cypress TX

•

Sept 3, 2022

Kelley's Country Cookin'

1100 North Bypass (HWY 35), Alvin TX

•

Sept 10, 2022

First Watch - Meyerland

4938 Beechnut St, Houston TX

•

Sept 17, 2022

Clementine's Restaurant

6448 FM 1960 West, Houston TX 77069

•

Sept 24, 2022

Flying Biscuit Café - Memorial City

12389 Kingsride Lane, Houston, TX 77024

•

Oct 1, 2022

Skeeter's Mesquite Grill

5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005

•

Oct 8, 2022

The Toasted Yolk

6705 Grand Parkway, Spring, TX 77389

Events
•

September 10, 2022 – Monthly Meeting – Tim Maxwell hosting (Location details in club email)

•

September 21 - 23 - Texas All British Car Days - Round Rock, TX (details here)

•

September 23 - 25 - BAOA Rendezvous - Taos, New Mexico (details at www.baoa.org)

•

October 8, 2022 – Monthly Meeting – TBD (Location details in club email)

•

October 8, 2022 – Houston All British Car Show – (See details in following pages)

•

October 29, 2022 - Fall Autocross Event (See details in following pages)

•

November 12, 2022 – Monthly Meeting – James Moore hosting (Location details in club email)

•

November 18 – 20, 2022 – 2022 TTR Falling Leaves Tour – (See details in following pages)

•

December 4, 2022 - TTR Holiday Party and December Meeting – (See details in following pages)

___ Monthly Meeting

___ Driving Event

__ Car Show Event

__ Local Special Event
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Houston All-British Car Show - October 8

September 2022

Please join us at The Butler House as
the Houston MG Car Club hosts the 32nd
Annual All British Car Day!
The show is open to any era British Motor Vehicle (cars,
motorcycles, military vehicles, etc.) All are welcome- Drivers,
Concours, or Museum quality vehicles.

**** Multiple Award Classes and Door prizes ****

SCHEDULE:
Day of Event Registration 9:00 to 10:00am
Car Show 10:00 to 1:00pm
Judging 10:00 to Noon
Awards 1:30pm

REGISTRATION:
On-line Early Bird registration ($35.00) until Sept 24th
Regular registration ($40.00) from Sept 25th until Oct 2nd

Online registrations will be taken until Oct 2nd. After that date, registrations may be
accepted on-site the day of the show, space permitting ($45.00)
If you would like a T-shirt ($25) you must register by September 24th
For questions contact:
Alex at 832-451-9833 or Gordon at 832-477-4393

Email: laverocka@gmail.com
We will accept registrations the day of the show, space permitting.

Register now on the Houston MG Club Website
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2022 TTR Autocross Event - October 29

September 2022

Date:
Saturday, October 29th
Location:
Houston Police Academy
1700 Aldine Westfield (on the west side of IAH Bush Airport)
Cost: $30 per driver, TTR members, MG Club Members, and non-members
Track:
The track is a ½ mile road course that the police use for high-speed training and is a safe way to have a lot of fun in your
Triumph. We hope you will join us. This will be a relaxed and fun event for beginner and experienced autocrossers!
Technically this is an autocross practice meaning there are no classes or trophies, however lap times will be captured for
bragging rights!
Time: Arrive at 9:00 am for TECH INSPECTION and DRIVERS MEETING, out of towners are welcome to arrive late
and will be accommodated. First Car out around 9:30 am - Track closes at 4:00 pm
Feel free to spend the whole day with us or just come for a few hours. Cars will be grouped into “heats” meaning you will
get 3 runs all within a 1 hour time period. Your heat might be in the morning or the afternoon, if you have a preference
let us know. After all the heats, then you will have the opportunity to do all the extra runs you want.
Safety Requirements:
Car: Your car will have to pass a safety tech inspection, including: good brakes, tight wheel bearings, throttle return
spring, good seat belts, battery strapped down, floor mats removed, nothing loose in the cockpit, etc. Generally if your
car is safe for the road, it’s safe to autocross.
Driver: You must have a valid drivers license, sign a liability waiver, and wear a helmet. Loaner helmets will be provided if you do not have one. Of course it’s advised to have your own helmet so it will fit right and you can avoid sharing
germs or sweat! You can find lot’s of options online for as little as $30. We recommend getting one with a rating of Snell
SA2015 or newer.
Food:
Hot dogs will be provided, please bring
your own drinks, chips, cookies, etc.
Be sure to bring a chair and SUNSCREEN!
Volunteers:
Set up volunteers are needed, please
arrive at 8:00 if you want to help.
Questions:
Ask Dusty. 281-871-9623
nicholsondustin@yahoo.com
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Falling Leaves Tour Preview - November 18- 20
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Falling Leaves Tour
La Grange, TX
November 18th to 20th
This year the Falling Leaves Tour will head west, and establish an
operating base in La Grange, TX.
Following are some of the planned attractions for this jam-packed
tour and driving event!

Friday
•

Pit stop at Newman’s bakery

•

Lunch at Newman’s Castle (admission fees apply)

•

Hotel - Best Western - La Grange (979) 968-6800. Make sure
to mention you are with TTR to get the discounted rate of
$109.00 per night.

•

Texas Timeless Classics tour

•

Dinner at Las Fuentes Mexican restaurant.

•

Live show at the Bugle Boy. (Admission fees apply).

Saturday

Sunday
•

Breakfast at hotel

•

Picturesque drive back to Houston

•

Painted Churches tour

•

Piano Bridge (hear your LBC sing!)

•

Lunch - at Garden Co. in Schulenberg

•

Shiner Brewery tour (Admission fees apply)

•

Quilt Museum - downtown La Grange

•

Rosemary's boutique winery - downtown La Grange

•

Dinner - Sealand Seafood - downtown La Grange

Make plans now to be a part of this fun and
historical tour. More information will be provided
in the coming newsletters. Send in your RSVP to
Mike Woodward at mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net.
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TTR Holiday Party - December 4
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Please join us for our 2022 TTR Holiday Party - more details to come

•

Date: Sunday, December 4, 2022, from 1-4

•

Toys for Tots Gift offering: ~ $25 gifts for
kids or teenagers (unwrapped)

•

Location: Chama Gaucha
5865 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77057
(713)244-9500

•

Left Right game (optional):
wrapped per person to play

•

Parking: Designated car club parking for Triumphs, valet or individual parking available for
lesser cars

•

Food Options: All you can eat salad and soup
bar with over 30 items, and all you can eat of
different meat choices including bacon
wrapped filet, marinated chicken drumsticks,
lamb, pork and beef ribs, prime cut sirloin,
Picanha, and pork sausage

•

Price: Full Buffet and Meat
Salad Bar Only:
Kids - Ages 4-7
Ages 8-11

•

Extras - Dessert, wine and bar drinks are an
additional charge and can be paid separately at
the party

•

Sample Dessert Menu
 Fresh Fruit $11
 Papaya Cream $13
 Creme Brûlée $13
 And many others

$40 per person
$20
$23
$36

~ $25 gift

Private Room

Huge Salad Bar
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2023 South Central VTR Regionals Information
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Texas Triumph Register invites you to 2023 Regionals
The Texas Triumph Register is pleased to extend this advance invitation to
all of you to the 2023 VTR South Central Regionals to be held April 19-22 in
Sugar Land, Texas. The theme will be a 70th Anniversary Celebration of the
introduction of the TR2. Our host hotel, the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn,
is centrally located very near to all of the driving event venues and provides
spacious meeting and dining room capacity for all of the onsite
activities. The Farm Roads of west Harris and Ft Bend Counties offer
plenty of non-freeway driving opportunities on which to enjoy unique sights
and attractions while taking your Triumph on one or more of the planned
driving tours.
Please visit our website at VTR South Central Regionals 2023 | Texas
Triumph ( www.texastriumphregister.org ) for the soon-to-be-available early
registration information and full schedule of events. The Hilton Garden Inn
has a limited number of rooms reserved for us for $89 per room per night,
including a free breakfast. Hotel reservations can now be made at:

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?
ctyhocn=HOUSLGI&arrivalDate=2023-04-19&departureDate=2023-0423&groupCode=scvtr&room1NumAdults=1&displayCurrency=USD&brandCode
=HH&inputModule=HOTEL_SEARCH&ohwDeepLinking=true&srpName=
(If booking by phone the discount code is SCVTR)
As your club begins planning for next year, we hope you will put the South
Central VTR Regionals on your schedule and make preparations to attend.
For general information contact Hal Sharp, TTR President and Regionals
Chairperson – 832-423-7138
For registration specific information contact Mike Rouse, Regionals
Registration Chairperson – 281-554-4878
We are looking forward to seeing you in Sugar Land in April 2023.
Best regards,
Hal Sharp
TTR President and 2023 VTR South Central Regionals Chairperson
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National Triumph Clubs
National Affiliations
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Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register
has its benefits. A national
club of Triumph enthusiasts
spanning the globe needs you
as a member. Affiliate club
membership is not an automatic membership to VTR.
Some of the benefits:
• The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our awardwinning bi-monthly color publication.
• 2022 VTR National Meet in Galena, Illinois
• Access to a large number of local clubs.
• Website with reference material and members-only
sections covering all Triumph models.
• Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B.
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models
no longer available
• Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
• Specific vehicle consultants and experts

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org
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Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club
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July 30, 2022

Houston Heights, Houston, TX

Photos - Fred Wagner
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Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club
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August 6, 2022

Cypress, TX

Photos - Fred Wagner
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Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club
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August 13, 2022

Midtown District, Houston TX

Photos - Fred Wagner
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Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club
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August 20, 2022

Katy, TX

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten
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TR6 Front End Restoration
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I’ve told the story about our TR6 front-end
restoration many times to fellow TR6 enthusiasts,
concours judges, and fellow TTR members. However,
the story-telling has always been an oral narrative of
the process and steps involved in the restoration. I
checked my photo-archives and found a lot of material
that would serve nicely to illustrate the steps taken in
this full front-end restoration.
So, here is the annotated-photo story of that project.
I offer the normal disclaimer that this is not being
written as a “how-to” article, but rather as a “how-Idid-it” article. Any person attempting a similar project
should follow the procedures in the shop manuals.
The timeframe was late 2013, we had begun working
on Nancy’s TR6 seriously, and the car had been shown
twice at VTR National events, first in Galveston in
2012, and second in San Rafael, CA in 2013. The
concours scores were acceptable, and the scoresheets provided a punch-list of sorts of areas to work
on the car. Prior to that time we had spent a lot of
time on the engine compartment and interior, boosting
those scores, but nothing had been done on the
underside of the car. All of the suspension bushings
were original and some were obviously perished, with a
corresponding impact on the handling of the vehicle.

Spring and spring pan

Rotted tie-rod ends

Pre-project photo showing the deteriorated
upper wishbone bushings

Lots of surface rust on suspension parts and
frame
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TR6 Front End Restoration
I found several online websites of TR6 owners who had
meticulously documented the restoration of different
areas of their car, and was particularly fascinated with
the results that could be achieved by removing every
part from the car, and returning every part after it
had been fully restored via paint, polish, powder coat,
or replacement part.
Rather that order each part separately, we purchased
the entire kit of parts from the Roadster Factory. We
decided to use the urethane replacement bushings
rather than the factory-original rubber bushings. The
only parts not contained in the kit were new springs,
which were sourced separately.

Roadster Factory Front Suspension and
Steering Magic Kit RFK-1330

September 2022

•

I built a “layout table” which was a large table
completely covered with sheets of drawing paper.
The layout sheet was divided in half, corresponding
to the “Left” (drivers) and “Right” (passenger) side
of the vehicle. On the left side, the front of the
car was oriented to the left, and the right side
oriented to the right. This provided the same
orientation as if I was actually working on the car.
Similarly, parts that were on the upper part of the
assembly were on the top of the drawing. The
layout paper allowed me to trace around each part
and make notes regarding orientation, and future
torque specification.

Disassembled suspension parts on the layout
table

I was certain that I would be able to remove all of the
parts, but the fear was that I would somehow mix up
the parts while they were off the car, and incorrectly
install them back on the car. To address this concern I
utilized several strategies during the restoration:

•

I would work on the car only one side at a time,
thereby having a reference assembly still on the
car to guide the re-assembly process.

•

I would document the disassembly and reassembly
with lots of photographs of every step to clarify
what piece went where.

More layout table details
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TR6 Front End Restoration

September 2022

Pressing out the old bushings with a bench
vise
More disassembly

Threaded-rod spring compressor for safety

Cleaning up the frame and suspension mounts
with a Dremel-tool wire brush
27

TR6 Front End Restoration
•

September 2022

I realized that the cleaning and painting of all the
suspension parts would be a large chore, and I did
not have a parts cleaning machine or sandblasting
cabinet. After talking with several club members,
I elected to outsource that work and have the
metal pieces power coated. This stretched out the
time of the project, because the parts needed to
be dropped off, and picked up a week later, all
while maintaining a reference assembly on the
vehicle. Overall there were six trips to the powder
coating shop to drop off and pick up parts for the
different sections of the car. Besides the left and
right suspension components, there were parts
related to both sides of the car like the sway bar
and radiator shield that were also restored.

Lower suspension arms going back on the car

Painting the frame and suspension mounts
while the parts were out for powder coating

After power coating - assembly of new trunnion and vertical link

Nearly completed with spring reinstalled
28

TR6 Front End Restoration
•

September 2022

Safety was also a concern, so I purchased the
proper spring-removal tool, double checked all the
torque specifications, and had the final work
inspected by resident mechanic Russ Seto.

The work proceeded as planned and we were very
satisfied with the end result. In addition to restoring
the suspension components, the frame was cleaned and
repainted with a special chassis paint to provide a
showroom finish.

Lots of detailed polishing
There were a few things that needed adjusting after
the project was finished, but after they were sorted,
the car has held up remarkably well. The power coating
has proven to be extremely durable, and show
preparation typically requires little more than spraying
and wiping with Simple Green cleaner. We would go on
to do the restoration of the rear end the following
year with similar attention to detail. Much to our
satisfaction, our workmanship was recognized by the
Concours Judges with 0 points deducted in the chassis
scoring at the 2015 VTR Nationals in Fontana, WI
when the car received the Best in Class – Late TR6
award.

Finished left side - ready for the road wheel

During the restoration we did a lot of polishing. Trunnion polishing…...got into our heads
resulting in this silly limerick

We bought a new TR6 trunnion
From an online supplier named Runyan
Stripping the frame with a wire brush

The part was not bright
So we polished all night

Story - John Hanten
Photos - Nancy Money, John Hanten

Till it shone like a caramelized onion
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TTR Regalia

September 2022

Partial List of TTR Regalia
Item
Ladies Hats
Gray TTR T-shirts
Grille Badge
Men’s Hats
License Plate Frames
Hat Pins
Iron on Logo Patches
TR-3 Coffee Cups

New - TTR screen-printed (two sides) garden flag to
decorate your landscaping. Pricing to be ~ $15. Please
contact James Moore to express interest so he can aggregate a bulk order. A sample will be available at
monthly meetings.

$
12
15
35
15
20
7.5
5
3

40th Anniversary Logo now available through
Regalia section on the club website

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas or requests for
new items, contact James Moore, Regalia Master.
See website Regalia section for additional information and access to TTR Land’s End
Storefront for logo embroidered items.
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Recent Triumph Auction Activity

September 2022

This month features recent Triumph “Wedge Car” (TR7 - TR8) sales from Bring a Trailer website. The site has
additional sales information and detailed descriptions going back six years.
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Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor

September 2022

September - At least that’s what the header on the
cover says, and the September issue covers the club
activities for the month of August. Actually, I needed to set the deadline a bit earlier for this issue because I am heading up to the VTR National Meet in
Galena, IL at the end of August. I will be bringing my
cameras and notebooks and will be working on the
story for the next issue.
Check It Out
The process of preparing for a long-distance car
show usually involves at least two weeks of preparation time for me and Nancy. Over many years we
have developed separate checklists for each element
of a trip like this to be sure we are as prepared as we
think we can be. These checklists include:
•

•

Trailer Checklist - We trailer the TR6 to the
long-distance events so part of the initial preparation involves retrieving the trailer from the
storage location, and checking out the lights,
brakes, tire pressures, and safety equipment.
Detailing Checklist (Concours preparation) every aspect of the car covering all of the judged
areas - body, interior, engine compartment, and
chassis. Wash and wipe everything, wax-on, waxoff.

•

Car Show Packing Checklist - contains a list of
all of the ancillary support equipment, tools, detailing materials, etc. along with where it is
packed for the trip.

•

Triumph Long-drive Checklist - covers the actual mechanical preparation for the driving events crankcase, carburetor, brake, clutch, and radiator fluid levels, tire pressures, new spark plugs,
and lug-nut torque.

•

VTR Event Checklist - clipboards and pencils for
rally events, Tach - MPH calibration sheet for
precision speed in the TSD Rally. Also, Craft,
Photo, and Model entries for those events, and

the TTR pop-up banner for the Awards Banquet
photos with TTR participants.
Other checklists include normal vacation-trip packing
for a ten-day road trip, and the list of things for the
house and yard while we are gone.
I will be glad to share any and all of the car-related
checklists with anyone who is interested. It definitely makes preparing for the Major Shows easier
and more organized, and the lists can be updated
with lessons learned along the way.
Looking forward, upcoming Bluebonnets this year will
feature stories from the VTR Nationals, the Houston
All British Car Show, the Fall Autocross Event, the
Falling Leaves Tour, and the Holiday Party. And, as
always, I welcome any contributed articles from any
TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, Triumph
history or trivia, or almost anything else you feel
might be of interest to the club members.
jbh
32

TTR Puzzle Page

September 2022

Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page
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TTR Puzzle Page

September 2022
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TTR Membership Form

September 2022

TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly membership meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we
have our annual Christmas Party). For more information, contact Mike Hado
(281.807.4780).
We look forward to meeting you!

Check one:

New Membership

Renewal

Update

Member’s Name:

___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day)

_____________/_____________________________

Spouse’s Name:

___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day):

_____________/_____________________________

Street (or Mailing) Address:
City:

Optional: Send in a photo
of yourself/selves and
your Triumph(s).

__________________________________________________

____________________________________

Home Phone: _______________

Work phone:

State:

_____

Zip: _________

_____________

Cell: _______________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please tell us about
them:

Year

Model

_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________

Commission No.

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Color

________
________
________
________
________

Condition*

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car

Dues: $30 per year per family.
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box
40847, Houston, Texas 77240-0847). Your cancelled check is your receipt. –or-On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website!
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